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My learning began in my secondary school Ysgol Hendre. I only fancied trying university because I thought no one had a choice. But when I learned they did, I still wanted to give it a try because, being a guy with autism, I thought I could leave school autism free. But when I learned autism is everlasting, I thought I might have been incapable but it all changed when I took performing arts.

In 2011, I enrolled into Neath Port Talbot College and spent a year studying Prevocational Studies and Media. By September of 2013, I moved onto BTEC Performing Arts. From then on, I took part in several shows and played many key roles including Maurice in Beauty and the Beast, Yonkers in Gypsy, Scrooge in Scrooge: The Pantomime and Khashoggi in We Will Rock You. Scrooge was one of the main things that encouraged me; I was initially cast as young Scrooge, but when the first-choice actor dropped out, the director asked me to be the understudy, then at the last minute I was asked to play the full lead. I felt honoured to be trusted with the lead despite having autism. I was invited back to get the necessary grades for university and was able to have further experience by being involved in the Dance Strand’s Christmas dance show Neverland, 9 to 5: The Musical and Guys and Dolls. When I had officially completed the course I had a gap year but I offered to help backstage for the Dance Strand’s new Christmas dance show Wonderland and I was also asked to help with the final major project Singin’ in the Rain. That particular experience made me feel ready for university. I was presented with a lovely frame with posters and pictures of past shows and signed by every-one to wish me luck. There was also a guy in college called Ciaran Fitzgerald who was born with a brain disease which he managed to recover from but consequently; became physically disabled, yet he was given a place in university despite the condition. Everyone deserves a chance to prove themselves. The late Stephen Hawking has been a great inspiration to many.
Outside college I played other lead roles including Eugene in Grease, Marty the Zebra in Madagascar: A Musical Adventure and most recently Isaachar / The Baker in Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat. That experience helped me gain confidence with dancing and movement since in early productions I would only look and copy someone else. This helped me feel ready for university. The experience gained playing Marty benefited me well since I was often sheepish about playing an animal and playing the role makes me feel ready for any other similar parts. I have also attended some Shakespeare workshops.
These experiences helped me see how any strengths I have in bringing stories to life with your body and projected voice.  I hope and believe that I can maintain the same progress in this university.
