Section 1 - EXPLAIN AND DISCUSS YOUR CHOICE OF SPEECH; WHY THIS SPECIFIC SPEECH?
(1,000 WORDS MAX)

To be honest, I never read any plays by Shakespeare except Romeo and Juliet before this module, so it was a difficult process to choose a monologue in such a short amount of time. Because of this, I was going to choose one monologue from Romeo since I was most familiar with it. That famous monologue happens when Romeo was about to get banished. He felt extremely heartbroken and compared exile to being dead because he might never see Juliet again. This speech definitely contains a very strong emotion since he attempted suicide soon later in the scene, which could be a good choice for performing. However, after much consideration, the monologue is quite ‘monotonous’ since the emotion (that I felt) is pretty much just selfless love and unnecessary cries to heaven. 

Comparing to the intense tragedy Romeo and Juliet, Twelfth Night has a more interesting plot to me. The play explores themes such as death, bereavement and romantic suffering, but it managed to incorporate with the light elements, like the presence of the comedic Fool, and create strong dramatic powers. Plus, Twelfth Night has a lot of creative, breakthrough character settings such as the change of gender for Viola and a clever fool. 

Among all the chaotic, dramatic affairs between the characters in Twelfth Night, Antonio and Sebastian’s relationship instantly caught my attention. First of all, homosexuality in Elizabethan England was regarded with a readily expressed horror since it was one of the serious crimes and it was considered unnatural in man at all. Therefore, I was fascinated about the idea behind why Shakespeare decided to add that character whom fell in love with another man and expressed it in a very straight-forward, non-subtle and ‘love or die’ way, in a play with complex heterosexual relationships between characters. Was Shakespeare trying to raise a voice here? Was he telling the society at that time that homosexual people also have the right to love who they want? Or negatively speaking, did Shakespeare add the character to increase the comedic effect? Viola and Olivia kind of had the homoerotic flirtation too, but that happened when Viola disguised herself as Cesario, so technically the affection between them is not completely originated from same-sex romance. Unlike Antonio, he expressed his love and care to Sebastian since the very beginning, which makes it more special to perform.

Even Antonio is a secondary character with limited lines and appearance, he has a monologue in Twelfth Night fortunately. And the fact that it is about his love towards Sebastian makes it a solid reason for me to try to portray him. The monologue happened when Antonio risked his life to find Sebastian in Orsino’s town and got captured. This monologue was chosen because there are a lot of mixed emotions and intensity in the scene since everyone was in a mess and got confused for what Viola and Sebastian had done when they had each other’s identity back and forth. Therefore, this monologue was chosen based on the unique character and the tension in the scene.



Section 2 - ANALYSE AND THE DISCUSS THE CHARACTER IN YOUR SPEECH; WITH FOCUS ON YOUR CONNECTION TO, AND CREATION OF, THE GIVEN CHARACTER, CONSIDERING THE VOCAL, PHYSICAL AND INTERPRETIVE SKILLS REQUIRED:
(1,000 WORDS MAX)
 
In Twelfth Night, Antonio is a secondary character. Therefore there are not many background details of him in the play. We only knew he was a sea captain and rescued Sebastian from a shipwreck which had separated him and his sister, Viola. However, since he was a sea captain, I assumed he should carry the traits of being brave and adventurous. Although I may not have the similar personality, they are somehow what I want to achieve in life. Plus, Antonio showed his courage by going to Illyria, even though he made enemies with the ruler, Duke Orsino. To portray the character, even though he was captured by Orsino, he should not be scared and afraid and stuttering the speech. That is one of the general atmosphere of the speech audience should feel while watching it. To realize this, my facial expression would be calm, still, confident for most of the monologue. Vocally, in the parts where Antonio was clarifying and explaining like in the lines ‘Antonio never yet was thief or pirate,’ and ‘For his sake… Drew to defend him when he was beset,’, it needs to be strong and affirmatory, but persuasive at the same time, or else it would just sound like nonsense shouting.

Antonio obviously wore his heart on his sleeve. He never made his love towards Sebastian subtle since his first appearance in the play. He said, ‘If you will not murder me for my love, let me be your servant.’ to Sebastian before he left him to Illyria. He literally said he does not mind being Sebastian’s servant, just to stay close with him and protect him. The one-sided unconditional love was seen throughout the whole play. This kind of love also applies to me, but mine is to my brother, instead of a lover. Therefore while making the character, apart from being a sincere lover, I also added the elements of a caretaker, a protector. Like during the part of him saying ‘for his sake did I expose myself, pure for his love, Into the danger of this adverse town…’, my Antonio aims to be a friend. But in parts like ‘His life I gave him and did thereto add my love, without retention or restraint, all his in dedication.’, my Antonio ought to show the weak, vulnerable side. This is to let the audience know, even though as a fearless sea captain, Antonio still am a human with a wide variety of emotions, which would show in life-losing situations like this.
	…’

	

Section 3 - ANALYSE AND DISCUSS THE CHARACTER’S EMOTIONAL AND PSYCHOLOGICAL SITUATION; WITH SPECFIC FOCUS ON THIS SPEECH:
(1,000 WORDS MAX)	

In this scene, which is one of the last scenes in the whole play, Antonio had already accumulated a lot of different emotions, including affection, anger and disappointment towards “Sebastian”.

For affection, Antonio clearly fell in love with Sebastian after he rescued him from the beginning. Even though he knew he should not go to Illyria, but before Sebastian left, he insisted and struggled to go with him. This was seen in lines like ‘Will you stay no longer? nor will you not that I go with you?’; ‘I have many enemies in Orsino's court, else would I very shortly see thee there.’, etc. 

For disappointment, Antonio first gained that before this scene, since he showed Sebastian all pure love but he did not recognize it and respond back. And this emotion rose to maximum when “Sebastian” refused to give back his purse after he got captured by Orsino, which was shown in act 3 of the play, saying ‘Do not tempt my misery, lest that it make me so unsound a man as to upbraid you with those kindnesses that I have done for you’. He felt like his generosity and his love were wasted, since he saved Sebastian’s life and gave him all he wanted. Of course, this was all a mistake because the person Antonio talked to was actually Viola. However, at that moment, he clearly got heartbroken and somehow betrayed since he thought Sebastian became two-faced after he got benefits (money in the purse in this case) from Antonio. And that disappointment eventually led to anger in the final parts of the monologue (‘Where being apprehended, his false cunning, not meaning to partake with me in danger’) because he was getting closer to losing his life.



Section 4 - ANALYSE AND DISCUSS THE SPEECH’S DRAMATIC LANGUAGE, AND HOW YOU UTILISE IT FOR PERFORMANCE:
(1,000 WORDS MAX)

In the speech, first part is Antonio clarifying and explaining himself to Orsino that he was not a harmful, dangerous person even though they had been enemies on the sea wars beforehand. Therefore the language I use is strong and confident, especially since he used the word ‘be pleased’, which shows that he really wanted to be sincere and persuaded Orsino that he was trustworthy.

In the next part, Antonio used ‘I confess’, which is related to apologizing and reviewing and feeling regretful. This part should be drastically different than the last part since usually people feel sad doing this and a little bit ashamed to admit the truth. Therefore the voice and language should be low and less fluctuating. For me, it shows that Antonio did not want to say it a hundred percent but still had to since he was in danger and he wanted to save Sebastian.

In the monologue where Antonio said ‘His life I gave him and did thereto add my love, without retention or restraint, all his in dedication.’, he pictured all the good memories of them being together, even Sebastian mostly treated him like a close brother slash friend in life. This was presented in the performance where my facial expression changed from straight-faced with a serious tone to a sweet smile with soft-toned voice. Plus, as a contrast to the previous intense, serious, fast parts, this particular part also was slowed down to express Antonio’s affection towards Sebastian fully.

The monologue then has strong wordings like ‘Drew to defend him’, ‘his false cunning’ and ‘face me out of his acquaintance’. They are definitely needed to be highlighted with clear diction in the performance.
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