Ryan Wedlake - 1910642
[image: Text

Description automatically generated]





	“Should all frontline police officers be trained and equipped with preliminary roadside drug testing equipment, given the increase in drug driving offences”

	

	Student Name: Ryan Wedlake
Student Number: 1910642

	
BSC Bachelor of Science: SW Professional Policing Practice







Declaration
Declaration - This work has not previously been accepted in substance for any degree and is not being concurrently submitted in candidature for any degree.
Signed: Ryan Wedlake		Date: 25/06/2022
Statement 1 - This dissertation is being submitted in partial fulfilment of the requirements for the degree of BSC Bachelor of Science: SW Professional Policing Practice
Signed: Ryan Wedlake		Date: 25/06/2022
Statement 2 - This dissertation is the result of my own independent work/investigation, except where otherwise stated. Other sources are acknowledged by footnotes giving explicit references.  A bibliography is appended. 
Signed: Ryan Wedlake		Date: 25/06/2022
Statement 3 - I hereby give consent for my dissertation, if accepted, to be available for photocopying and for interlibrary loan, and for the title and summary to be made available to outside organisations. 
Signed: Ryan Wedlake		Date: 25/06/2022
Statement 4 - I hereby give consent for my dissertation, if accepted, to be available on the university’s IT system to those who have consent to use the system. 
Signed: Ryan Wedlake		Date: 25/06/2022


Abstract:
The aim of this dissertation was to provide an investigation into the increased numbers of drug driving offences and seek to provide information on who is currently trained to address with this matter within South Wales Police. The researcher carried out an in-depth critical analysis of relevant and existing academic literature surrounding the topic of drug driving offences and investigated the potential role of all frontline police officers with regards to trying to address this issue and trend. 

The researcher set out aims and objectives surrounding the dissertation title with the purpose of achieving these as the study progressed. To assist in better understanding the drug driving legislation and discover the current process in how South Wales Police address this issue of drug driving, questionnaires were distributed amongst frontline police officers from South Wales Police. Alongside analysis of literature providing the basis for the questions compiled, the focus was to better understand the opinions of frontline officers from several different departments and identify key themes in these specific areas of question. The findings of the project support the idea of training and equipping all frontline police officers with the appropriate skills to help address the issue of drug driving backing this up with the substantial amount of literature analysed in chapter two of this dissertation.

Following the completion of key achievements throughout the project, the dissertation achieved its aim by answering the question: "Should all frontline police officer be trained and equipped with preliminary roadside drug testing equipment, given the increase in drug driving offences?". 
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Chapter 1 – Introduction
1.1 Background
The researcher will explore the background into the history of drug driving offences and the change in law that meant that the detection and conviction levels of this specific offence has increased in recent years. The researcher will critically evaluate the inquiry into whether all frontline police officers should be trained and equipped with preliminary roadside drugs testing equipment, given the increase in drug related driving offences and weigh up the discussion into whether our frontline officers are properly equipped to deal with this issue?

Following on from the North Report produced by Sir Peter North, the Government strengthened legislation to address drug driving offences in March 2015 with the creation of Section 5a Road Traffic Act 1988 (Crown Prosecution Service, 2019). This piece of legislation specified blood drug concentrations for 17 different legal and illegal drugs. Following on from this, through tough police enforcement by means of developing an approved roadside testing equipment for the detection of the two more commonly used illegal drugs cocaine and cannabis was introduced to assist.

Since its introduction, the detection rate has increased within police forces who are using this equipment (Webster, 2021). Before this introduction, there was an offence to “drive/attempting to drive or being in charge of a motor vehicle whilst unfit through drink or drugs” contrary to Section 4 Road Traffic Act 1988 (CPS, 2019). Although this piece of legislation was in law, the police did not have the equivalent of an alcohol breathalyser to detect drug offence so many people got away with it. According to (Allen and Odell, 2010) an example of where this happened is where a drug driving conviction should have been charged with as the driver was under the influence of cannabis and was pulled over driving his car, however, he was only charged with possession of cannabis, driving without insurance, and driving without a licence as an alternative as this was far easier to prove. If the preliminary roadside drug testing equipment was available, then this would have provided officers with the initial indication that a drug driving offence had been committed with evidence to support. In the first year following this change in legislation, police in Wales and England, detected a rise of up to 800% on the previous year and there were almost 8,000 arrests for such offence (Duffy, 2017). 

1.2 Research Rationale
The reason behind this study stems from previous personal experiences that the researcher has faced in their career as a frontline police officer for South Wales Police. Drug driving offence figures have continued to rise however in many police forces such as South Wales Police, there are only specialist departments such as the road policing unit (RPU) who train their staff to use such roadside testing equipment. It is the purpose of this study to establish whether all frontline officers should be trained and equipped with these testing devices given the increase in the number of offences identified and also the ignorance by some drivers to the dangers of drug driving. The link between drink driving and drug driving will also be explored, and current training will be focused on.

1.3 Aim of the Research Project
The aim behind the study is to examine in depth whether or not all frontline police officers should be mandatory trained and equipped with preliminary roadside drugs testing equipment. This is linked to the increase of drug related driving offences that are being committed each year (Lewin, 2022). The below objectives are to be considered and addressed during the entirety of this study.

1.4 Objectives
1. To provide a background history into the increase of drug related driving offences.

2. To illustrate that since the introduction of preliminary roadside drug testing equipment, the number of drug driving offences identified by police has increased in recent years.

3. To identify the opinions of frontline officers who have to address the issue of drug driving and establish whether they believe that they are properly trained and equipped to address this.

4. To identify and provide any recommendations surrounding the discovered issues of training and equipping all frontline officers for South Wales Police with the necessary preliminary roadside drug testing equipment.

1.5 Structure
This study will be split up into several different chapters with each contributing an individual part to help answer the title question, should all frontline police officers be trained and equipped with preliminary roadside drugs testing equipment, given the increase in drug related driving offences. Chapter two will provide detailed analysis of academic studies of literature and previous studies into this topic area. It will also explore common terms which will be referred to during this dissertation including legislation, ‘Drug Wipe’ and also explore who is currently trained in this field. Chapter three will discuss types of research available and consider methods which will help answer the title question. Also, within this chapter will include the target audience to which this study will seek to gain primary data from. Chapter four of this project will focus on results from the dissemination of the questionnaire and also include data analysis to explore the findings. Following on from this chapter will include the findings, conclusions and potential further recommendations identified from this study. This chapter refers to any limitations and provide recommendations for potential; further research to be completed on this topic area.












Chapter 2 - Literature Review
2.1 Introduction
The question is, should all frontline police officers be trained and equipped with preliminary roadside drug testing equipment, given the increase in drug driving offences. This chapter of the dissertation seeks to provide analysis of key relevant and academic studies of literature with regards to the topic of drug driving. Furthermore, the purpose of this chapter is to achieve objectives of the dissertation with the first being: to provide a background history into the increase of drug related driving offences. The second objective being: to illustrate that the since the introduction of preliminary roadside drug testing equipment, the number of drug driving offences identified by police has increased in recent years.

These objectives will be achieved by examining literature and previous studies into this research topic acquired from internet searches, media releases and police force statistic reports. The researcher will explore the following search terms in particular to obtain information on; legislation surrounding drug driving offences and when it came into effect, the term ‘Drug Wipe’, look into who is trained to use such devices and also statistics from Wales surrounding drug driving offences. The purpose of this literature review is to identify what is known on the topic of drug driving and to identify any gaps in the current research.

2.2 Legislation Surrounding Drug Driving
Before the change in legislation in 2015 and the subsequence introduction of roadside drug testing equipment, police officers found it much harder to convict drivers for drug driving offences as they could not test drivers at the roadside. As per like drink driving where the roadside ‘breathalyser’ was available and provided officers with a preliminary result which would indicate whether the driver was above or below the legal limit of alcohol, there was no such device which officers could use and therefore they had to rely on Section 4 Road Traffic Act 1988. The relevance of training and quipping all frontline police officers with the ‘Drug Wipe’ would provide an indication to the presence of controlled drugs in the driver’s system and hence work in the same was to the ‘breathalyser’ and assist the officer at the scene.

According to (CPS, 2019), a controlled drug is defined as any substance or product for the time being specified in part I, II or III of Schedule 2 of the Misuse of Drugs Act 1971. When drugs are linked to driving offences, this then adds an aggravating factor to the stand-alone offence of possession of a controlled drug and this changes which act the offences is contained within. The officer has to refer back to the Road Traffic Act 1988 in this instance when a vehicle is involved.

The original offence which police used when they believed someone of committing a drug drive offence was Section 4 Road Traffic Act 1988 which is defined in legislation as “drive/attempting to drive or being in charge of a motor vehicle whilst unfit through drink or drugs” (CPS, 2019). The Government strengthened the Road Traffic Act 1988 by introducing a new strict liability offence in March 2015 of Section 5a, which specified blood drug concentrations for 17 different compounds being both legal and illegal. Section 5a Road Traffic Act 1988 is defined in law as “driving, attempting to drive or being in charge of a motor vehicle with a specified controlled drug in the blood or urine in excess of the specified limit for that drug” (CPS, 2019). With this legislation, the importance of frontline officers having access to the roadside drug testing equipment is a fundamental aspect to identify and achieve this offence. The following table lists both the legal and illegal drugs and the concentration level of each which is specified under Section 5a Road Traffic Act 1988. (Figure 1, Mendez, 2017).
	[bookmark: _Hlk93837467]Illegal Drugs:
	Limits: Micrograms per one litre of blood (µg/L)

	Benzoylecgonine
	50 µg/L

	Cocaine
	10 µg/L

	Delta 9 Tetrahydrocannabinol (cannabis)
	2 µg/L

	Ketamine
	20 µg/L

	LSD
	1 µg/L

	Methylamphetamine
	10 µg/L

	MDMA (ecstasy)
	10 µg/L

	Heroin and Diamorphine
	5 µg/L

	Prescription Drugs:
	Limits: Micrograms per one litre of blood (µg/L)

	Clonazepam (used to treat seizures)
	50 µg/L

	Diazepam (anti-anxiety)
	550 µg/L

	Flunitrazepam (rohypnol – sedative)
	300 µg/L

	Lorazepam (anti-anxiety)
	100 µg/L

	Methadone (heroin substitute)
	500 µg/L

	Morphine (pain relief)
	80 µg/L

	Oxazepam (anti-anxiety)
	300 µg/L

	Temazepam (anti-anxiety and sedative)
	1,000 µg/L

	Amphetamines (Dexamphetamine used for conditions such as ADHD)
	250 µg/L



Figure 1 – Table of illegal and legal prescription drugs and their specified blood drug concentrate

2.3 The Effects of Drugs Whilst Driving
Drug driving is a serious road safety problem whether they be legal or illegal drugs consumed. After taking drugs, the effects on one’s body can have a major influence on your ability to drive safely, with drug impairment contributing to around 80 fatal road accidents in the United Kingdom each year (ROSPA, 2022). If suspected of drug driving by the police, drivers will be asked to take a roadside test where officers can check for traces of cannabis and cocaine in their systems using the ‘Drug Wipe’ device. In England and Wales, through a recent Home Office survey, more than a third of people admitted to using drugs on a regular basis (Hull, 2020). Considering the number of cars on the roads today, the potential number drivers committing drug driving offences could be far more than what is actually detected by police.

The effect of drugs on a person’s ability to drive a motor vehicle can vary depending on which drug has been taken and also the person who is taking the drug. Drugs such as cannabis can result in a driver’s reaction time becoming much slower than usual, meaning they are less aware of their surroundings, and have much slower reaction times to any hazards they are faced with (Furlan, 2018). Drugs such as cocaine have the complete opposite effect to cannabis, meaning that the driver would become more erratic resulting in increased risk taking, travelling at much higher speeds and reduces their ability to accurately judge situations (Furlan, 2018). With cannabis and cocaine being the more common drugs used, this is why the ’Drug Wipe’ is testing for these two specific drugs.

2.4 The Term ‘Drug Wipe’
D. Tec International supply all 43 police forces in England and Wales with its ‘Drug Wipe’ and this device uses saliva from the driver to test for cocaine and cannabis at the roadside, producing a preliminary result in less than eight minutes (D. Tec International, 2022). Similar to that of the roadside ‘breathalyser’ used to identify whether a driver is over the prescribed limit of alcohol, the ‘Drug Wipe’ works in the same way and can lead to arrest if positive and subsequent blood tests being completed at the police station to find the exact amount of controlled drug in their system. This has made it much easier for police to identify and subsequently convict motorists of drug driving offences, hence the sudden and increasing number of drug driving offences identified since its introduction. 

2.5 When Legislation Came into Effect In 2015
Changes to the offence of drug driving came into force in England and Wales in March 2015. New legislation under Section 5a Road Traffic Act 1988 made it illegal to drive with specified levels of certain drugs in your system whether they are both legal medication and illegal (Robert, 2019). With this change in legislation and the introduction of the ‘Drug Wipe’, the police were then able to start identifying more drug driving offences and therefore recognising that there is a much bigger concern around drug driving than previously projected. 

In the first year following this change in legislation, police in Wales and England, detected a rise of up to 800% on the previous year and there were almost 8,000 arrests for such offence in 2015 (Duffy, 2017). An example of where a police force found this significant rise was in Cheshire Police. There were over 530 arrests for suspected drug driving offences from March 2015 to January 2016 – up from just 70 arrests in the whole of 2014 (Jones, 2016). These figures are staggering and show just how many people were previously getting away with drug driving offences when the police did not have the means to test for such offence. This goes to show that by equipping frontline police officers with this roadside drug testing equipment has helped officers identify more drug driving offences in their area and goes to show why this area of topic needs to be explored.  Following on from a report made by Sir Peter North in 2010, the government stated they are convinced that the first priority that needs to be addressed is to give the police the means to identify drug drivers and require drivers to provide evidential samples for testing at the roadside (Hammond, 2011). The result from this and as the figures from 2014-2015 clearly show, this introduction to test for drug driving has been successful and identified a key issue which needed to be addressed. 

The ability to conduct a preliminary roadside drug test on drivers has meant that the police can now test and establish or rule out the presence of drugs in a person’s system without having to arrest under the previous legislation of Section 4 Road Traffic Act 1988. This has therefore sped this process up and also by showing the driver the result of the test at the roadside, it has brought to the attention that police can now test for drugs just like they can for alcohol.

2.6 Drug Driving Arrest Figures:
Drug driving arrests have almost tripled in the past five years since the change in legislation in 2015 with around 7,500 drivers being arrested in the first six months of 2019 in England and Wales, compared to 2,565 who were arrested during the entirety of 2015 (Elliot, 2020). These figures show for themselves that drug driving is prevalent and the public need to be aware of the consequences of drug driving. In the month of December 2020, Wiltshire officers arrested 90 drivers, 46 of which was on suspicion of drink driving and 44 were on suspicion of drug driving (Airey, 2021).

A report by (Robert, 2019) found that when asked, the vast majority of the public acknowledged that drink driving is considered socially unacceptable, however the emergence of drug driving is possibly not yet seen in the same way. This links back to the statement by Hull (2020), in England and Wales, more than a third of people admitted to using drugs on a regular basis. The consequences and approach to drug driving is still new to some people, whereas drink driving has been around for many more years and has been more publicised and therefore deemed socially unacceptable to drug driving. During their annual Christmas drink/drug campaign in December 2020, Cleveland and Durham police arrested a total of 248 people. Of this number a total of 97 drivers were suspected of drink driving offences and a staggering 151 people were arrested on suspicion of drug driving offences (ITV News, 2021).  Upon finding these figures, they speak for themselves and just go to show that the attitude people display towards drug driving is far less than they show to drink driving, again linking back to drink driving being socially unacceptable whereas drug drinking is still not on par with its equivalent. 

These figures relate to the later part of the year around Christmas time; however, it is not just over the festive period where the figures of drug driving are alarming. D. Tec International who provide police forces in England and Wales with their ‘Drug wipe’, also provide their services to private industries. According to (D. Tec International, 2022), a construction company returned a positive test result for drugs on more than one in three of their company drivers, with 38% testing positive. Again, this just goes to show that people’s attitude on drug driving is also widespread in the workplace and not just general day to day travel. Figures indicate that in the United Kingdom in 2020, there were around 32.7 million cars in operation on the public roads (Wagner, 2021). With this number of vehicles on the road and if people classed as ‘professional drivers’ who drive a vehicle as part of their vocation are willing to take drugs and drive within their profession which D. Tec International figures indicate, what would one’s opinion be on their attitude towards conventional driving? 

2.7 Who is Trained to use Preliminary Roadside Drug Testing Equipment?
[bookmark: _Hlk93862503]The specialist frontline officers who are currently trained and equipped to use the ‘Drug Wipe’ are a very small number of officers who are usually from the roads policing unit (RPU). Figures in 2019/2020 show that there were 301 roads policing officers in Wales which is just 4.3% of all frontline officers (Action Vision Zero, 2021). Given this small percentage of officers who are trained and equipped to test for this particular offence, the question remains that should all frontline officers be trained to address this issue given the statistics that have been discovered. In South Wales Police constabulary, currently all frontline operational officers complete mandatory training on using roadside alcohol testing equipment ‘breathalyser’ and frequently carry one in every police vehicle. When it comes to drug driving, from personal experiences officers are not trained and therefore have to rely on old legislation of Section 4 Road Traffic Act 1988 which doesn’t give any indication of drug taking prior to arrest. Alternatively, they have to request for a roads policing officer to attend and conduct the preliminary roadside test. This in turn, puts further strain on a department where numbers are low, and this also takes away another resource which could be utilised more effectively elsewhere. 

2.8 Statistics in Wales Surrounding Drug Driving Offences
Within Wales, there are four police forces who operate in the country, and these include North Wales Police, South Wales Police, Gwent Police and Dyfed Powys Police. As previously stated by (Action Vision Zero, 2021), in 2019/2020 across Wales, RPU officers made up just 4.3% of all frontline officers however this number then decreases to 3.8% when it comes down to South Wales Police and this particular force area is where this study is going to explore. Although these specialist officers’ figures are low, the statistics which show the number of people arrested for drug driving offences are overwhelming. Since the new legislation was introduced in 2015, a report by the BBC (2018) found that more than 2,500 motorists in Wales were caught committing drug driving offences within the first three years. The majority were in North Wales with 1,029 offences, Gwent Police had 662 drivers, South Wales Police identified 575 drivers with Dyfed Powys Police arresting for 262 offences (BBC, 2018). During the annual Christmas anti drink/drug campaign, officers across the whole of Wales in the month of December 2020 carried out 469 Drug Wipes tests leading to 377 arrests (Dyfed Powys Police, 2021). 

If a driver is charged with a drug driving conviction, they will serve a minimum of a 12-month driving ban, receive a fine of up to £5,000, their driving licence will show a conviction for drug driving and will remained active on the licence for 11 years, as well as receiving a criminal conviction (Mendez, 2017). 

2.9 Conclusion
This chapter has now achieved the first objective of: to provide a background history into the increase of drug related driving offences and also the second objective being: to show that the since the introduction of preliminary roadside drug testing equipment, the number of drug driving offences identified by police has increased in recent years. 

Contained in this section of the dissertation, the literature review has informed and made clear the offence of drug driving and how police identify these offenders by utilising the ‘Drug Wipe’ roadside device. Alongside this, the researcher has identified the supplier of the ‘Drug Wipe’ to police forces in England and Wales and also which officers are currently trained to use this device. By looking further into this study, the researcher has found a predicament surrounding the cost of using this device. If figures from 2019/2020 show such a small percentage of specialist frontline officers who are currently trained to use the drug wipe device can produce these sorts of figures, the question remains why aren’t all frontline officers equipped with this preliminary roadside testing equipment? One reason can come down to costs, the ‘Drug Wipe’ is a onetime use device and once used, it then has to be disposed of.  D. Tec International supply this device at £29.57 per unit via their website (D. Tec International, 2022). If you consider this cost per unit and matched this to the figures during December 2020, with 469 tests completed by officers in Wales, then the total cost of these tests would have amount to £13,868.33. This sum may sound a lot and why only specific frontline officers currently use the ‘Drug Wipe’. However, when you consider the number of drivers who have been identified committing drug driving offences and with this trend continuing to rise and in some cases overtake drink driving, should the cost to purchase this device be a contributing factor to why all frontline officers do not have access to these ‘Drug Wipe’ devices. 

















Chapter 3 - Research Methodology
3.1 Introduction
This chapter of the dissertation seeks to discuss the types of research available and the methods that will be used to answer whether, should all frontline police officers be trained and equipped with preliminary roadside drug testing equipment, given the increase in drug driving offences. This study will use both primary and secondary data sources alongside a combination of quantitative methods and discuss any issues which have surfaced during this section of the study. Research methods usually fall into one of two categories, the first being primary research and the other being secondary research. Primary research is information which has been collected through self-conducted research methods, whilst secondary research tends to be information which has been collected from studies which have previously been completed (McCrocklin, 2018). 

3.2 Research Strategy
Research is a fundamental aspect of any study, and the term ‘research’ refers to when someone or a group of people find out certain things in a systematic way, with the end result in them increasing their knowledge on that specific subject (Saunder, 2007). The literature review has identified gaps in the current research which is why a primary research approach has been adopted for this study. As previously stated, primary research is information and data which will be gathered through self-conducted investigations and to achieve this, a questionnaire is to be created and distributed to support in targeting this specific area. Through comprehensive secondary research, only then is the use of primary research more effective and will assist by allowing the research to isolate target specific areas which are either lacking in previous data collection or do not even exist.

A questionnaire has been chosen as this allows the creation of specific questions and in turn, will hopefully fill in this academic gap and provide sufficient information to fulfil this study. Once this data is collected and analysed, only then will the researcher know whether their investigation into the study title can be answered. This questionnaire will look to be distributed to frontline officers who work for South Wales Police. The researcher can decide on the format in relation to open-ended or multiple-choice questions to gather a vast amount of data on specific subject (Debois, 2022).

The reason for this target audience is because the researcher is in their third year of their degree in policing and is also employed as a full-time frontline response police officer for South Wales Police. Whilst in their current employment role, the researcher has encountered multiple occasions where they have required the use of the preliminary roadside drug testing equipment however they are not trained and equipped to do so. This has subsequently led the researcher to complete a study into this topic. 

Following the creation of this questionnaire, it will then be distributed to different departments who currently act as frontline officers for South Wales Police. As the user is currently in a position to do so given their current job role, the researcher will physically distribute the questionnaires to line managers who will forward these onto their relevant departments, minimising any costs. Once completed, the questionnaires will then be collected, and the data received will be analysed and the findings compiled into this study. This can fall into the topic of convenience sampling where this method uses respondents who are ‘convenient’ to the researcher and the specific, targeted topic area (Galloway, 2005).

3.3 Data Collection
When collecting and analysing data, quantitative research deals with numbers, figures, and statistics, while qualitative research deals with words, thoughts, and opinions (Farnsworth, 2019). Quantitative research is expressed in numbers and graphs and this type of research can be used to test or confirm theories and assumptions (Streefkerk, 2019). Several examples of how this type of research can be collected is by questionnaires, surveys, and experiments utilising closed-ended questions. The reason for these closed-ended questions is because the researcher would be looking for a direct and specific area within a topic and therefore their answers would want to lie within this subject matter. On the other hand, qualitative research is expressed in words and is typically used to understand concepts, experiences, and theories (Streefkerk, 2019).  This type of research gathers a more in-depth insight into a topic that is not always well understood. In this study, qualitative data will also be used in conjunction with quantitative data collection, and this will be gathered through several open-ended questions where the respondents will be able to give a more in-depth response in the form of a sentence.

This questionnaire will cover questions that the researcher wishes to have more information, details and statistics which are not available after completing secondary research. It would compromise of around ten questions, take no longer than five minutes to complete and will mainly consist of tick box answers. The idea behind this is so the participants could be more open to completing the questionnaire as it would not take long and not create additional work on top of their very busy workloads. There will be a deadline on when these questionnaires would be collected, and this is so that the data collected can be analyses and contributed to this study. The questionnaire will be anonymous, and no personal details obtained from the participants. This is an important factor to consider in order not to create any ethical issues and most importantly, not breach any piece of the legislation included within the Data Protection Act 1998.  At the end, the participant would have access to the researchers email address where they could request the outcome and findings of this investigation if they wish to. Inductive research will also be an approach taken into this study. This starts with more specific observations which are used to detect patterns and form a hypothesis which can then be explored resulting in developing a conclusion and with any luck supporting the theory (Trochim, 2022). This method of research is best suited when limited research has been completed on a specific topic and in this case, it has been identified that there is a gap in the amount of research completed surrounding South Wales Police and the number of frontline officers who use preliminary roadside drug testing equipment.

3.4 Data Analysis
As previously mentioned, the primary data will be obtained from a questionnaire which will be analysed, and results displayed in the form of several graphs. These graphs will be split up into different topics, the first will see how many participants currently use the preliminary roadside drug testing equipment with the second showing which frontline policing departments these participants are from. The third and fourth graphs will show how likely the participants use the appropriate equipment during their job role and how likely they will be to use these devices if they were trained and equipped to do so.

3.5 Limitations
The initial aim was to only focus on the central division of South Wales Police to conduct this study however through secondary research, it was discovered that the roads policing unit operate with two teams within South Wales, and they consist of an eastern and western base. If the researcher was still planning on only using the central division to hand out the questionnaires, then potentially a whole department would have been missed and again through the secondary research completed, this department would potentially be the frontline officers who are currently trained and equipped to use this preliminary roadside testing equipment. As a result, the target area for this study will now be amended to include at least one of these units.

3.6 Conclusion
The purpose of this chapter was to establish what research methods would be used to assist in answering the research question. The researcher has managed to identify that a combination of primary and secondary data, along with quantitative research methods will be used during this study. Furthermore, as part of the primary data, a questionnaire will be created and distributed to collect specific targeted information which can then be used to either support or disprove the researcher’s theory and study into this topic.

















Chapter 4 - Analysis of Results
4.1 Introduction
The previous chapters of the dissertation provided a critical analysis of literature on the topic of roadside drug testing and discussed the methodological approach taken for this dissertation. The research question being investigated is, should all frontline police officers be trained and equipped with preliminary roadside drug testing equipment, given the increase in drug driving offences. This chapter will focus on the results of the research following the dissemination and collection of the chosen primary research method which was a target specific questionnaire. This will then lead to the data which has been collected from this research being analysed. This chapter will seek to explore the findings obtained from the questionnaires to achieve a further objective of the dissertation which is: to identify the opinions of frontline officers who have to address the issue of drug driving and establish whether they believe that they are properly trained and equipped to address this question in their current job role. 

A blank copy of the questionnaire which was disseminated has been attached and can be found in the appendices section (Appendix A). The questionnaire was printed and handed out to the chosen participants which was decided and outlined in the methodological approach chapter. 

There was a total of 43 respondents to this questionnaire and all of which were from frontline police officers within South Wales Police. The results from these completed questionnaires will be shown using visual aids such as graphs and charts to ensure that the results are clear and easily displayed to the reader. The feedback from specific questions relating to this objective will be explored and analysed to enable a more focused and detailed response. This will help to either answer or argue the points of this study and I will also refer back to the previous literature already discovered and compare the results and findings to this.

4.2 Data Analysis
Data analysis is described as the process in which data is collected, analysed, and then displayed to extract an insight that can be used to support decision making and support or disprove theories (Calzon, 2022).  The data that has been collected in this study was formed by including a variety of questions, including multiple choice, tick boxes and short open-ended questions which allowed personal opinions of participants to be collected and analysed. This design was chosen as the primary research method because it was wanted to ensure that the questionnaire was easy to understand by the participants and they did not have to answer in full sentences (Amaresan, 2022).

Prior to answering the questions, at the top of the questionnaire was a short paragraph which outlined the reason for the research, outlined the anonymous status and highlighted that this was a voluntary participation with no obligations to complete. The purpose of this was to not pressure the participants into mandatory filling in the questionnaire where they may not necessarily provide accurate answers and just aim to complete it in a short space of time without fully reading and understanding the questions. Therefore, it was aimed to engage with the participants and knowing that it was solely a voluntary basis whether they complete it or not, this would suggest that the participants who completed the questionnaire were interested in this specific topic, and this would hopefully lead to better and more truthful responses. Due to time restraints, it was decided that the use of a questionnaire would be better suited to collect and analyse data in the time frame available to the researcher.

4.3 Questionnaire
There were 43 responses of which, all were serving frontline officers for South Wales Police (SWP) which is where this investigation was focusing on. Of the 43 participants, the following were made up from each of the following departments, Roads Policing Unit (RPU) (14), Response (22), Neighbourhood Policing Team (NPT) (6) and Other (1). In this instance, the other participant was from the Firearms department (Figure 2).
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Figure 2 – Departments from participants

When studying the 43 answers in relation to this, it was important to see how the feedback from these participants relates to previous studies and literature that has been researched prior to handing out these questionnaires. From the data obtained, it was established that all participants except one were aware and familiar with the roadside drug testing equipment currently utilised by South Wales Police. Through observations and previous research, it was believed that all frontline officers in South Wales Police complete mandatory training on using the roadside alcohol breathalyser whereas only the specialist officers have the advanced training for using the roadside drug testing ‘Drug Wipe’. This theory has been proven from the data retrieved from the questionnaire and this is evident in figure 3. The graph shows that all frontline officers have been trained in the use of the breathalyser but only participants from the RPU and Other department are trained to use the ‘Drug Wipe’. Both RPU and firearms department are classed as a specialist role and the data backs this research up that only specialist frontline officers are being trained in this field of drug testing for driving offences.






Figure 3 – Number of frontline SWP officers trained to use the ‘breathalyser’ and ‘drug wipe’

When analysing the results from the data collected, it was significant to see the response from participants and how they changed when asked how likely they would be to use the ‘Drug Wipe’ if trained and equipped. Out of all the participants, it was clear to see that all officers from RPU were ‘very likely’ to use the device however the other three departments show that the participants were mainly ‘likely’ to use the device (Figure 4). When asked for their opinion on whether if they were trained and equipped with the device, it was interesting to see that both the RPU and Other participants stayed exactly the same, with the only change that was noticeable was contained within the answers provided by the Response and NPT officers (Figure 5).

	 

Figure 4 – Likelihood to need to use ‘drug wipe’
in current job role
	

Figure 5 – Likelihood to use ‘drug wipe’ in current job role if trained and equipped




When studying the 43 answers, initially 37.2% of participants stated that they would ‘very likely’ need to use the drug wipe in their current job role and this number then increases to 51.2% of participants who chose that they would be ‘very likely’ to use the drug wipe if trained and equipped to use the device. This goes to show that the take from participants is a higher one and that they appear to be happy to use the device if trained and equipped to do so. This rise in numbers is from participants on the response and NPT departments and of which are not currently classified as a specialist role within the SWP organisation. This suggests that there is a potential need for other frontline officers not necessarily from specialist departments to be trained in this field of testing. Referring back to literature researched, within South Wales Police in 2019/2020, RPU officers only accounted for 3.8% of all frontline officers (Action Vision Zero, 2021) and again this refers back to the question should all frontline police officers be trained and equipped with preliminary roadside drug testing equipment, given the increase in drug driving offences.

4.4 Drug Driving Compared to Drink Driving
When asked about whether the participants believed that drug driving offences were becoming more frequent than drink driving offences, it was curious to see that almost half of the 43 participants (46%) believed that in fact, both were equal (Figure 6). This is both an important and intriguing point as some statistics studied and researched in the literature chapter found that in some cases drug driving is becoming more prevalent than that of drink driving offences. Figures obtained from ITV News found that during, Cleveland and Durham drink drive campaign in December 2020, police arrested 97 drivers for suspected drink driving offences and a staggering 151 people on suspicion of drug driving offences (ITV News, 2021).  Although this figure does not fully support this research, the fact that 28% of participants believe that drug driving is more frequent now more than drink driving is an important aspect of this research. Looking further into these 28%, it was clear to see that these participants were all from the RPU department and these officers are the ones who from figure 4 shows, that they would be ‘very likely’ to need to use the ‘Drug Wipe’ testing device. This suggests that these officers are the ones who are actually dealing with the persons committing these drug driving offences on the roads of South Wales. Of the 12% who stated that they don’t know, all of these participants were from the non-specialist roles, NPT (3) and response (2).







Figure 6 – Percentage of answers provided in relation to whether drug driving offences are becoming more frequent than drink driving offences

Whilst asking for views on whether drug driving offences are now overtaking drink driving offences (Figure 6), it was decided to ask participants who completed the questionnaire to choose the number of arrests they believe there were in December 2020 across Wales, to gage their knowledge surrounding drug driving offences. Their responses are displayed in the below graph (Figure 7). Figures released from Dyfed Powys Police show that there was a total of 469 drug wipes tests leading to 377 arrests across Wales during the annual drink/drug campaign in December 2020 (Dyfed Powys Police, 2021) and this is what the question was based around.






Figure 7 – Number of drug driving arrests estimated by participants during December 2020 across Wales

The above shows a wide range of answers supplied from the participants with 9 of the 43 participants (20.9%) choosing the correct answer. Similar to previous questions asked, of the 9 participants who chose the correct answer in figure 7, all of these were from the RPU department. This is becoming a similar theme whereby the RPU officers are tending to have more knowledge surrounding drug driving offences and this is probable to do with the fact that from the figures collected during this questionnaire, the RPU department make up 93.3% of participating frontline officers who have already had the training and are equipped with the drug wipe device. Figures released between March 23rd and July 31st 2020, the first month of lockdown due to Covid-19 pandemic, arrests for drug driving offences in South Wales Police increased by almost 50% compared to the previous year during the same time period (Gupwell, 2020). It appears that all officers may not be fully aware of drug driving issues with South Wales Police. By analysing this data retrieved, this may be because it is just a small percentage of frontline officers who tend to deal with these drug driving offences and not all frontline officers. This therefore goes back to the main question being investigated here and this may then also increase officers’ awareness surrounding this specific topic. There was a gap in literature surrounding frontline police officer’s understanding when it came to knowing drink/drug driving figures and this was apparent in the response from the questionnaire and the results demonstrated in figure 7.

4.5 Training and Equipping Frontline Officers
When analysing the results, participants were asked whether they believed all frontline officers should be trained and equipped with the roadside drug testing equipment, with 36 of the 43 (83.7%), choosing yes as their answer. Of these who disagreed, they fell into the following departments, Response (5) and NPT (2). Out of the number of participants in each of those departments, this meant that of the 22 response officers (22.7%) disagreed and of the 6 NPT officers who completed this questionnaire, (33.3%) disagreed and did not feel that all frontline officers should have access to the ‘Drug Wipe’. Participants were asked to sum up in a couple of words their own personal thoughts and opinions on this.

4.6 Themes: Specialist Units
A common theme which was identified is that these frontline officers who did not believe that they should be trained in this area state their departments are already strained enough and that the RPU are trained to deal with all traffic offences and therefore the responsibility should lie within their role. Their comments included the following:
Participant 1 – “Response have enough to do already, and traffic are specialized in all driving offences”

Participant 2 – “Traffic deal with driving offences so they should assist other departments with all driving matters, and not just drug driving”

Participant 3 – “We don’t have the breathalyzer’s calibrated so this would just be the same with the drug wipe, there wouldn’t be any available when needed”

These comments seem to suggest that the opinions of some officers are that RPU is considered as specialised roles and therefore the responsibility should lay within their department, potentially freeing up other officers to complete non-traffic related incidents.

4.7 Conclusion
The purpose of this chapter was to assist and gather data from frontline officers in South Wales Police in relation to drug driving offences. The main aim of this chapter was to identify the opinions of frontline officers and establish whether they believe that they are properly trained and equipped to address drug driving offences. As previously stated, there were a total of 43 participants who assisted in providing data which was then analysed and represented in graphs and charts to assist in understanding this topic. All participants were frontline officers for South Wales Police and were spread across four departments which is what the intended research was aimed at doing. The participants from these departments were a mixture of both specialised and non-specialised roles. This gave a much better understanding and more thorough data which was then scrutinised, and a common theme started to emerge. From the data collected, it was quickly established that it appeared that participants from the RPU department were all trained to use the ‘Drug Wipe’ and all of which were ‘very likely’ to need to use it in their job role. This resulted in them having a better knowledge surrounding figures relating to drug driving offences across Wales when asked. Also noted in the feedback was that 83.7% of participants agreed that all frontline officers should be trained and equipped with the roadside drug testing equipment, however of the 16.3% who disagreed with this statement, there appeared to be a common theme with their feedback. This surrounded the opinion of their particular department is already busy enough and that the specialised departments such as RPU, should deal with all traffic offences which included drug testing, and this is why they are classed as being specialised departments and therefore require the additional training.










Chapter 5 – Findings, Conclusions and Recommendations
5.1 Introduction
The previous chapters of this dissertation leading to this point have progressed through the introductory, research, planning and analysis segments of the research project into whether, should all frontline police officers be trained and equipped with preliminary roadside drug testing equipment, given the increase in drug driving offences. The most recent chapter analysed data and findings which were obtained from primary data that was collected through the dissemination of questionnaires to frontline officers in South Wales Police. 

This chapter seeks to provide a conclusion surrounding the research question, refer to any limitations and pursue recommendations for potential future academic research into this topic area. Additionally, this chapter will look to achieve the final objective which is to provide recommendations surrounding the discovered issues of training and equipping all frontline officers in South Wales Police with the necessary preliminary roadside drug testing equipment. 

5.2 Completion and Achievement of Objectives
This study has set out and achieved the following objectives:
1. To provide a background history into the increase of drug related driving offences.

2. To illustrate that since the introduction of preliminary roadside drug testing equipment, the number of drug driving offences identified by police has increased in recent years.

3. To identify the opinions of frontline officers who have to address the issue of drug driving and establish whether they believe that they are properly trained and equipped to address this.

4. To identify and provide any recommendations surrounding the discovered issues of training and equipping all frontline officers for South Wales Police with the necessary preliminary roadside drug testing equipment.

Both objective one and two were completed with an in-depth literature review which was successfully carried out in Chapter Two. The aim of that chapter was to examine literature and previous studies into this research topic utilising internets searches, media releases and police force statistics reports. The literature researched made clear and identified the offence of drug driving and the legislation relating to this offence. Also identified was statistics from several police forces on the number of drug driving offences since the change in legislation and the introduction of the ‘Drug Wipe’. 

The third objective was achieved in Chapter Four through the creation and dissemination of a target topic specific questionnaire provided to frontline officers in South Wales Police. The data analysed from 43 participants, allowed the objective to be completed as well as providing the personal opinions of these participants resulting in key themes being identified. This final objective will be achieved within this fifth chapter.

5.3 Main Findings
Many of the findings achieved from this data support the understandings which were highlighted in the literature which was analysed in chapter two of this research project. It was identified that all frontline officers were trained and equipped to use the roadside alcohol testing equipment ‘breathalyser’ however only the officers in specialist roles such as the roads policing unit (RPU) and firearms unit receive the advanced training to use the roadside drug testing equipment ‘Drug Wipe’. 

Secondly, it found that the number of frontline officers who would likely use the ‘Drug Wipe’ if trained and equipped increased. This suggests that the majority of participants would like to receive this additional training and assist them when undertaking their current roles. From the data that was obtained and analysed, seeing the number increasing from 37.2% to 51.2%, these officers therefore believe that this training and equipment would be a good addition to the resources available to them to better their skills and capabilities.

A common theme identified with the frontline officers who did not wish to be trained or equipped with the ‘Drug Wipe’, all reflected the same opinion that the specialised departments should be the only ones who are equipped. This could link into the next point about awareness and perception of the amount of actual drug driving offences being committed in their police force, let alone across other forces.

From chapter four, figures obtained from ITV News showed that Cleveland and Durham Police in December 2020, arrested 97 drivers for suspected drink driving offences and 151 people on suspicion of drug driving offences (ITV News, 2021). With these figures in mind, it was clear to see that frontline officers were not fully aware that drug driving in some cases is becoming more prevalent than drink driving. This was evident where 46% of participants who undertook this questionnaire believed that both drink and drug offences were equal. This finding would indicate that frontline officers were not fully aware of the figures themselves and this could also reflect the publics knowledge. 

5.4 Limitations
There first limitation discovered from this research was the size of the project itself. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic which affected every person in one way or another, this meant for this project, the primary research options available were restricted. The response and feedback received from the questionnaires were beneficial to assist with this project however the opinions of the respondents could have been more in-dept being face to face. If interviews were completed then this could have provided a better insight into their opinions, beliefs and experiences which could have better supported evidence relating to the title topic of drug driving. The COVID-19 pandemic meant that face to face interactions were stopped unless absolute necessary and when this was the case, face masks and social distancing had to be obeyed which were enforced by legislation (Caerphilly Council, 2022). With these restrictions in place, this is why face to face interviews were not utilised during this study however, with these restrictions now eased, the potential for interviews to be completed in the future can now be considered.

An additional limitation noted was due to the time restraint that was placed upon this project given the researcher completing this study alongside working a full-time job as a police constable within South Wales Police. The time restraint meant that the primary research conducted was just a small percentage of frontline officers in South Wales Police, mainly from the central division within the force. With more time, then the primary research conducted could have been widely disseminated across the force with more data and opinions collected to be analysed. With a more widely distribution of questionnaires, the more data could be collected however with the time restraint there would not have been enough time to fully analyse this data, hence why a smaller target audience was selected. A smaller sample size may make it difficult to determine whether the data analysed, and findings is accurate to the question being asked, however through specific targeted questions, this can help reduce this and minimise the difficulty that the researcher would experience during this (Clancy, 2019).

5.5 Further Research
There is potential for further academic studies to be completed into this topic and if more time were available, then a more in-depth research, data collection and analysis could be completed into drug driving offences. This project has focused mainly within South Wales Police, however there is potential for this to be expanded across multiple police forces. As the data collected and analysed was based on a proportion of South Wales Police frontline officers, a much larger number of opinions of these officers is still available for further studies. There are a total of 43 police forces across the United Kingdom with D. Tec International supplying each force with its ‘Drug Wipe’ device and therefore this topic could be explored, and data collected from each of these forces to see how or if they differ to the next (Lewin, 2022). 

There is also potential to gain the opinions from these officers who currently use the device and similar that to what has been completed in South Wales Police, this could be completed across all 43 police forces with the ultimate goal of appropriately addressing the issue of drug driving offences. A larger target audience would provide a better understanding of the frontline officers and how their operational roles required this training and equipment to help them complete their jobs efficiently and effectively. This could provide a heightened level of understanding surrounding this area and highlight any areas which may need further attention and commitment by the researcher. 

5.6 Conclusion
The purpose of this research project was to achieve the aims and objectives set out at the beginning of this study as well as highlight the fact whether should all frontline police officers be trained and equipped with preliminary roadside drug testing equipment, given the increase in drug driving offences.

This dissertation has achieved these aims and objectives and has presented key findings as a result of the investigation into drug driving. Both the opinions of current frontline officers as well as identifying potential challenges with this undertaking have been discovered.
Throughout this project, the goal has always remained the same to raise awareness and identify how this offence of drug driving can be better managed within police forces, especially within South Wales Police as this is where the study has covered. Gaps in literature were identified from this study and these have been explored to give the reader a better overall sense of the issue. An example where this was the case referred to how frontline officers were not fully aware of the statistics in their force area when it came to drug driving offences being committed. This was demonstrated with the data collected and analysed from the questionnaire where participants were on the understanding that both drink and drug driving offences were at the same level in their force, South Wales Police.

To conclude, the project has suitably been approached and a fitting investigation into drug driving offences have been explored. The investigation has highlighted that drug drive offences are not as well known in people’s perception however the offence is widely out there in the public’s view. It is important to note that even with this investigation being completed and results compiled, there is always room for further research to be carried out in this area. The reason for this is to better assist not just South Wales Police but all police forces to answer the question whether their frontline officers are properly equipped to address this trend, fashion a solution to address this trend and ultimately, provide better protection to everyone who uses the roads where all would stand to benefit from this.

5.7 Recommendations
The following recommendations are based on the various discoveries, themes and findings made whilst conducting the research project. Firstly, the number of frontline officers who currently knew the number of drug driving offences committed in the force was far lower than expected. With this in mind, if these officers were unaware of the figures then the general public’s knowledge would be considered to be the same if not less. Through research in this topic’s literature, it has been established that during the annual drink/drug campaigns which are usually conducted by police forces around the month of December, this is when figures are more publicised and when the issue is brought to light and highlighted to both officers and the public. During the remainder of the year, these figures are not as well publicised and therefore goes back to the point that this issue of drug driving is not as well represented and acknowledged by people and this is an area where police, news representatives and others could take on board to raise awareness of the matter.

A second recommendation would be to push for forces to potentially complete trial programmes within certain areas to see whether the training and equipping of some frontline officers would raise awareness and also affect the number of drug drive offences being identified in that given area. This then has the potential to encourage better communication and awareness around this topic and bring to light the bigger picture that this trial programme could bring to officers and communities.
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Appendix A: Blank Questionnaire Disseminated to Participants

As part of my dissertation, I am carrying out a research study to determine whether should all frontline police officers be trained and equipped with preliminary roadside drug testing equipment, given the increase in drug driving offences.

I am interested to obtain the thoughts and opinions of officers towards this and to see whether training should be carried out in this area.

By participating in this questionnaire, no personal information will be obtained or shared. By completing this questionnaire, you are consenting to participate in this study however you can withdraw from the process at any time. Participation is voluntary and you are under no obligation to complete the questionnaire.

This questionnaire should take approximately 5 minutes to complete. I would like to thank you in advance for your participation into this study.


1. Are you a frontline officer employed by South Wales Police?

	· Yes
	· No





2. Please state which department you currently work in?

	· Roads Policing Unit
	· Response
	· Neighbourhood Policing Team
	· Other: Please Specify

       ------------------------------------




3. Are you currently trained to use the roadside alcohol ‘breathalyser’?

	· Yes
	· No





4. Are you familiar with the current roadside drug testing equipment being used by South Wales Police, more commonly known as the ‘drug wipe’?

	· Yes
	· No





5. Are you currently trained to use the roadside ‘drug wipe’?

	· Yes
	· No





6. In your current job role, how likely are you to need to use the roadside drug testing equipment?

	· Very Likely
	· Likely
	· Unlikely
	· Very Unlikely



7. If not already trained and equipped, how likely would you be to use the roadside drug testing equipment?

	· Very Likely
	· Likely
	· Unlikely
	· Very Unlikely




8. Do you feel that drug driving offences are becoming more frequent than drink driving offences?

	· Yes
	· No
	· Both Equal
	· Don’t Know




9. How many drug driving arrests were made across Wales in December 2020? (Figures obtained from Dyfed Powys Police, 2021)

	· 1 - 50
	· 51 - 100
	· 101 - 150
	· 151 - 200

	· 201 - 250
	· 251 -300
	· 301 - 350
	· 351 or more




10. Do you feel that all frontline officers should be trained and equipped to use the roadside drug testing equipment?

	· Yes
	· No
	· If no, please give a reason why?

---------------------------------------------------------------



11. Do you feel that by being trained to use this equipment would assist you in your current role?

	· Yes
	· No
	· Please state how in a few words?

---------------------------------------------------------------



12. Sum up in a couple of words your thoughts and opinions towards whether all frontline police officers be trained and equipped with preliminary roadside drug testing equipment?
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Thank you for your time and participation, if you are interested in the results of this study then these will be available once the data is collected and analyzed. I am contactable at ryan.wedlake@south-wales.police.uk

Frotline officers trained to use roadside alcohol 'breathalyser' and roadside 'drug wipe'

Trained to use 'breathalyser'	RPU	Response	NPT	Other	14	22	6	1	Trained to use 'drug wipe'	RPU	Response	NPT	Other	14	0	0	1	



In your current job role, how likely are you to need to use the roadside drug testing equipment?

Very Likely	
RPU	Response	NPT	Other	14	2	0	0	Likely	
RPU	Response	NPT	Other	0	15	5	1	Unlikely	
RPU	Response	NPT	Other	0	4	1	0	Very Unlikely	
RPU	Response	NPT	Other	0	1	0	



If not already trained and equipped, how likely would you be to use the roadside drug testing equipment?

Very Likely	
RPU	Response	NPT	Other	14	5	3	0	Likely	
RPU	Response	NPT	Other	0	15	2	1	Unlikely	
RPU	Response	NPT	Other	0	2	1	0	Very Unlikely	
RPU	Response	NPT	Other	0	0	0	0	



Do you feel that drug driving offences are becoming more frequent than drink driving offences?

Do you feel that drug driving offences are now more frequent than drink driving offences?	
Yes	No	Both Equal	Don't Know	12	6	20	5	

How many drug driving arrests were made across Wales in December 2020? (figures provided by DPP, 2021)

Number of drug driving arrests in December 2020	1 to 50	51 to 100	101 to 150	151 to 200	201 to 250	251 to 300	301 to 350	351 or more	1	5	6	4	9	4	5	9	



Please state which department you currently work in?

2. Please state which department you currently work in?	RPU	Response	NPT	Other	14	22	6	1	

2
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