Vlog Script

Hey! Welcome to my vlog. Today I'm going to be talking to you about Switzerland!
Switzerland can be known for many things, 
Its mountains, its slopes and even their pets.
But I’m here today to discuss the Winter Olympics.

Beginning in 1924 (Encyclopedia Britannica, 2011) Switzerland has always had a strong link with the game's heritage. 
This is due to the Olympic headquarters being situated in Lausanne, which as you guessed is in Switzerland. 

The Winter Olympics not only markets Switzerland as a winter sports destination but is an opportunity to continuously increase the number of winter tourists both from inbound residents and international tourists from Europe and across the world.

In a survey of 200 Swiss tourism directors, 82% rated the Winter Olympics as a very strong opportunity to increase private investments in the Swiss tourism sector, and 68% rated the Paralympic Winter Games as a very effective way to promote Switzerland as a disability accessible country for all winter activities (Gramegna, 2017).

Although there are many ways in which the Winter Olympics can have a positive impact on Switzerland, there are also many negatives as well.

One of the main issues of hosting the games is the economic impacts. 
It was only after six cities dropped their bids to host the next 2022 Winter Olympics that the games were narrowly awarded to Beijing (Vomiero, J, 2018). This was primarily due to the cities simply not having enough money to afford the costs. Wills (2018) suggests that because most cities have ended up falling massively in debt after hosting the games, cities without the necessary infrastructure may be better off not submitting bids at all.

Even though it’s a top winter sports nation and claims to have the infrastructure, Switzerland has not actually hosted a Winter Olympics since 1948 (Jaberg, 2013). Every public vote as to whether the residents want to hold the next games has resulted in an astounding no. This clearly shows the lack of drive the Swiss population has towards the games and their knowledge that sponsors will not cover all of the costs, so funding would have to come from their own pockets through taxes

Asides from finances this lack of support is what’s affecting Switzerland’s Olympic success more than anything. 
The last Winter Olympics bid to receive popular support was in 2006 (Jaberg, 2013). Although the nation rallied in hopes to host the Games, the opportunity was given to Italy. After this, the support dramatically decreased.
By the next games in 2010, the Swiss capital Bern’s proposal suffered heavily from a lack of popular support and many residents actively expressed their negative views on hosting the event (Jaberg, 2013).
[bookmark: _GoBack]Negatives views continued to escalate to March 2013, when 53% of voters rejected a plan to submit a joint bid for St Moritz and Davos to host the 2022 Games (Jaberg, 2013).  If Swiss leaders cannot change the mindset of their residents, is it possible that Switzerland will never host the games again. 

However, it’s not all doom and gloom.
During our time in Switzerland, we could see developments rising that could potentially reawaken the nations love for the Winter Olympics.

Something that made me a lot more appreciative of the athletes and interested in the games was being able to try out the sports for myself.

Ice magic is a winter activity center that was initially made to encourage tourists throughout the summer period when the natural snow had melted. One of the activities the center offers its customers is Bavarian Curling. Being from the UK I had never had the means to play this game before which meant I had no interest in watching it in the Winter Games. But after this experience, my views had changed. And I wasn't the only one. 

Using this information the Swiss sports community could use Ice Magic as a way to advertise the games to its residents in a ‘become an athlete’ promotion. This may encourage the Swiss population to see how important it is to athletes to complete in their own country and that there is a community spirit to the games that could be worth more than a price tag.   


I hope you've enjoyed watching my short vlog about Switzerland and the winter Olympics and I hope to see you again soon. Bye.
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