Write an essay of 500 words, on the meaning of food and/or feeding in Jonson’s ‘Inviting a Friend to Supper’


[bookmark: _GoBack]Ben Jonson’s Inviting a Friend to Supper was first published in his folio Epigrams in 1616[footnoteRef:1].   [1:  http://hollowaypages.com/Jonson.htm [Accessed 23rd April 2018]] 

Jonson was not born into the upper classes.  He did not complete his education and was instead apprenticed as a bricklayer to his step-father, Robert Brett.[footnoteRef:2]   [2:  S. McEvoy, Ben Jonson, Renaissance Dramatist (Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press Ltd, 2008), p3] 

Jonson was not of high born status and could not be considered part of the aristocracy, who were defined as men who owned land and property from which their income was derived; nor was he working class, as the working classes did manual labour, which was physical, low skilled and low paid[footnoteRef:3].  Jonson was considered part of the middle station, who were defined as workers, however, they did jobs where they did not get their hands dirty; they were the industrialists and commercial capitalists of their day[footnoteRef:4].   In Jonson’s Inviting a Friend to Supper he does not state who he is inviting for supper but his tone is very deferential and he makes it clear that the guest(s) are of a higher status than himself and he acknowledges that he is not worthy of their presence: [3:  P. Earle, The Making of the English Middle Class (California: University of California Press, 1989), p3]  [4:  P. Earle, The Making of the English Middle Class (California: University of California Press, 1989), p3] 

“Tonight, grave sir, both my poor house and I                                                         Do equally desire your company;                                                                                  Not that we think us worthy such a guest,”
However, it is thought that Inviting a Friend to Supper was an invitation to his wealthy patron, William Herbert, the Earl of Pembroke. It is followed by Epigram 102: To William, Earl of Pembroke, which is considered a companion poem to Inviting a Friend to Supper[footnoteRef:5]. [5:  J. Summers, Jonson’s “Inviting a Friend for Supper” and William Herbert, Earl of Pembroke.  Ben Jonson Journal 2000 7:1, 343-352C ] 

The style in which Jonson’s Inviting a Friend to Supper is written is heavily influenced by the Roman Poet Martial.  Jonson references at least three of martials invitation poems in Inviting a Friend to Supper[footnoteRef:6]. [6:  M. Goulding. A Case for the Epigram: Ben Jonson's "Inviting a Friend to Supper". Sydney Studies
] 

Jonson has used many metaphors relating to food in Inviting a Friend to Supper. He metaphorically tells the reader what he is going to feed them at the supper. This is done to entice the invitee to attend, even though some of the food mentioned may not be easily available due to seasonal and financial constraints.  He metaphorically likens it to a Roman banquet; 
“I’ll tell you of more, and lie, so you will come:                                                               Of partridge, pheasant, woodcock, of which some,                                                       May yet be there; and godwit, if we can;                                                     
Jonson’s mention of “Luthers beer” is a metaphor relating to his faith.  Jonson was a Catholic.  Britain at the time was considered to be a Protestant country.  Luthers beer makes a negative reference to Martin Luther, the protestant monk and also his faith by omitting this drink from his supper party.
Inviting a Friend to Supper is prepared by Jonson as if he is listing ingredients for a meal.  The invitation itself displays his recipe for the perfect supper which every reader subconsciously imagines how it will play out.


