Research Methodology

Research can be the collection of data or information mainly in relation to a specific subject but can also be the experimentation or study targeted at discovering facts / information, different theories or new and revised theories or legislation (Merriam-Webster, 2019). This is important as it helps to find a balanced argument between both parties when looking at certain topics and will utilise different methods to ensure that research is done effectively and efficiently (Ravichandran, 2018). 

Within this section of my report, I will be outlining my research approach and methodologies for looking at whether police officers feel they have adequate training to support and communicate with juveniles with ASD. This research will ensure it meet my objectives which are;

1. What do officers learn from training to support and communicate with juveniles with ASD?
2. What are the perceived learning shortfalls of this training?
3. To what extent do members of other agencies understand the limitations and responsibilities of officers when supporting and communicating with juveniles with ASD?
4. What do other agencies think should be done to improve training in this area?

At present; research to date has showed following a study undertaken by the University of Bath and City University of officers of the 400 officers spoken to, only 37% had been trained in how to deal with persons with ASD (LDT Editor, 2016). This being said, there is an argument on going in relation to Right Care Right Person (Local Government Association, 2024) and whether police are the right agency to be dealing with juveniles with ASD especially when care providers / parents are struggling to deal with their behaviour which officers are increasingly finding themselves dealing with on a day to day basis.

Research Strategy

I will be utilising both quantitative and qualitative methods to undertake my research which will consist of a questionnaire designed to ascertain current serving officers thoughts and experiences whilst dealing with Juveniles with ASD as well as a questionnaire which will be sent to Social Services to ascertain their thoughts and experiences of police dealing with Juveniles with ASD. 

Qualitative research consists of collating, examining and reviewing data which can be completed via interviews, group discussions and has been found to be quite opened and investigative (Besishahar, 2020). Whereas Quantitative research consists of collecting data which is then subsequently analysed using mathematical techniques rather than literature techniques to display in graphs and charts (Besishahar, 2020), this part of research contains closed style questions and has been found to show patterns or trends in data which is collated. 

Due to the objectives I am aiming to meet as part of this research, I will using two questionnaires; one for serving police officers and another for persons who work for Social Services and are involved day to day with Juveniles with ASD and also have involvement with police officers that deal with Juveniles with ASD. 

The questionnaire which will be designed and sent to serving police officers, I will look to mainly use Quantitative methods which will consist of several open and closed questions but mainly look to utilise closed questions as it has been found that close questions allows the individual completing the questionnaire to keep engaged with the questionnaire and also ensure that the answers that they are providing are relevant to the research which is currently being conducted (Ortlieb and Bowden, 2012). 

Whereas the questionnaire I will be sending to social services will be more opened questions rather than closed as it can be argued that they are Subject Matter Experts specifically when dealing with Juveniles with ASD so therefore I can obtain their professional thoughts and suggestions into how police officers currently deal with Juveniles with ASD and what could be done to improve the way police deal with these incidents. 

The target audience for my research will consist of serving front line police officers (mainly response) within Gwent Police who come into contact with Juveniles with ASD and look to try and target officers of varying years of service which could help to understand whether younger serving officers have more training than those who have been serving for several years. 

In relation to the target audience for the second questionnaire, this will be disseminated to social or support worker within the Gloucestershire Children with Disabilities team who within the professional capacity come into contact with incidents involving both police officers and juveniles with ASD. 

Data Collection

Once the questionnaire has been designed and sent out to participants, the data will be collated and analysed using several methods which will help to display trends in answers provided.

I will look to display the data for the Qualitative research within appendices of the report and then subsequently split the research up into several key areas which will help focus on each objective set at the start of this study. 

Whereas within the Quantitative element of the research, I will also display the research within the appendices but will analyse the data produced to highlight any specific trends within the answers provided and relate this back to the objective and aims of the study. 

Research Limitations and Foreseeable Issues
With all research there will be limitations and issues whilst conducting this research and I anticipate encountering the following limitations and issues as part of this study. The first issue will be the fact that at present both the police officers and social services are under immense pressure and strain which could result in participants not being able to undertake the questionnaire due to other commitments and if they do, this could be rushed and therefore mean I will not be getting a high quality of answers. 
The second issue I foresee, is that I will only be asking officers within Gwent Police which will receive different training than other forces within England and Wales due to the majority of forces not having a standardised approach to training so therefore I will not be getting a full representation of officers and how they deal with juveniles with ASD. 
The third issue I foresee, is that due to the amount of incidents in which a officer will deal with day-to-day, it could mean that they may never have dealt with an incident involving juveniles with ASD or if they have done, it could have been a while since they have dealt with such incident so therefore they could have received training since then meaning they will not be able to answer the questions within the questionnaire. 
The final limitation / issue I foresee, is that of the amount of people able to answer the questionnaire; I will be utilising Survey Monkey for the questionnaires which means I am limited to the amount of participants I can have for the questionnaire, albeit this will mean I can only get a certain amount of participants, this will align with the participants I anticipated to have as part of my research strategy. 
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