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Knowledge, Skills and Experience Assessment
 
	 
	REQUIRED 
	RATING 
	DEVELOPMENT NEED 
 

	KNOWLEDGE 
 
 
Understanding and undertaking different disposal methods when dealing with suspects.



Knowledge surrounding casefile building and redacting.







Producing evidence at Magistrate and Crown Court
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Discuss with supervisor other disposal methods I could consider prior to arresting a suspect to see if there is an alternative option.


Continuing to develop my knowledge surrounding casefile building and redactions by continuing to carry out these actions and possibly completing a further attachment with the hub or the case progress unit.


I am yet to produce evidence in court however, I have been warned to court several times but was not required on the day. I wish to develop my knowledge further by attending court and actually producing evidence.


	SKILLS 
 
 
Dealing with Road Traffic Offences



More open space, vehicle, premises and person searches. 




Statement / Interviews involving an interpreter.
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More exposure to road traffic offences to allow me to develop new skills.


Continue to conduct stop searches on individuals and volunteer to conduct section 18 searches of a premises to develop my searching skills further.


I have developed skills when taking statements using an interpreter however, I have only conducted a limited number of interviews using one. So therefore, further exposure to interviewing suspects whose first language isn’t English. 

	EXPERIENCE 
 
 
Swearing out drug related warrants 




Dealing with and managing conflict









Attending incidents singled crewed
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Exposure to swearing out a warrant and having the confidence to carry out the procedure.


I have already developed new skills to managing conflict such as becoming a specially trained officer in taser however, continued exposure to conflict will develop my officer safety further.  


I have already developed confidence when dealing with incidents single crewed however, recently I have not had the opportunity to deal with an incident by myself. Therefore, when possible I wish to attend incidents on my own to see how I have developed.






TASK 2 
Recognition and confirmation of progress on the Occupational Competency Portfolio (OCP). 
  
 
 
By signing the section below you are acknowledging your continuing progress on O.C.P.  
This is recognised by the university as work that is fully supporting this module BMPP 6006D; Policing in the Workplace 3 and in signing it will be equivalent to 2000 words towards the 10000 words total. 
 
 
 
 
Confirmation of the progress on the Occupational Competency Portfolio (OCP). 
 
I confirm that I am progressing with the Occupational Competency Portfolio (OCP) in accordance to the regulations.  
 
Signed:   C.Mason               (Learner – electronic signature accepted, 
							  or type name in.) 
 
Date: 25/10/2021
























TASK 3 Option 1

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Response Policing

You should choose a policing incident from year 2/3 that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role in providing a response.



	Critically analyse the social/political/strategic drivers that impact upon the response to this incident.

You could consider the strategic priorities of your Force; for example, victim led crime, harassment, racially motivated crime, or domestic violence.


6000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




ANSWER:

This essay will discuss a policing incident that was of a complex nature from year three of my probation, in which I played a significant role. The essay will critically analyse the social, political and strategic drivers that impacted the response to this incident. Lastly, this essay will consider the strategic priorities of South Wales Police Force in relation to domestic violence. 

In order to reflect on the incident that I will discuss below, I will use a reflection model called Gibbs Reflection Cycle (Gibbs, 1988). Gibbs’ Reflection Cycle was developed by Professor Graham Gibbs in 1988. Gibb’s refection cycle is broken down into five separate components to allow the individual to truly reflect on a situation or task and identify positives and areas of improvement. The five separate components for this reflection cycle are description, feelings, evaluation, conclusion and action. 

The incident that I am going to use in order to complete this piece of academic writing is a domestic related incident whereby the victim’s ex-partner attended her home address and assaulted her. The victim in this incident is a female and the offender in this incident is a male. The male offender attended the victim’s home address during the early hours of the morning. Both victim and offender were socialising in the address drinking alcohol. The victim then asked the offender to leave her property however, he refused. The victim used reasonable force to escort the offender from her property. Several hours later the offender re-attended the victim’s home address and knocked on the door. A verbal altercation took place in the street before it became a physical altercation. The victim punched the offender to the face. The offender then hit the victim to the face, threw her over the bonnet of a vehicle and punched her to the face. The victims’ sibling then came out of the property with a knife before returning back inside the property. The offender then smashed the victim over the head with a glass bottle of vodka. This caused several cuts to the victims head, face and shoulder and also caused the victim to lose consciousness. The offender then left the area prior to police arrival. The male offender was then arrested for Domestic Violence related Section 18 Grievous Bodily Harm (GBH) and the victim’s brother was also arrested for Affray. 

Response policing is described by College of Policing as “Response Constables provide frontline response to a wide range of incidents that may include complex and confrontational situations” (College of Policing, 2021).

So what is Domestic Violence? Domestic Violence is “In essence, domestic violence is the violent form of domestic abuse which is controlling, coercive or threatening behaviour between those aged 16 or over who are or have been intimate partners. Carers who are family members can also be perpetrators. Anyone can be a victim of domestic abuse or violence, regardless of gender, age, ethnicity, socio-economic status, sexuality or background” (National Centre for Domestic Violence, 2021). Some different types of domestic violence were mentioned above however, there are nine different categories that make up domestic abuse and they are; Coercive Control, Emotional Abuse, Threats and Intimidation, Stalking and Harassment, Physical Abuse, Sexual Abuse, Honour Based Violence, Female Genital Mutilation and Financial Abuse. 

Coercive Control is “an act or a pattern of acts of assault, threats, humiliation and intimidation or other abuse that is used to harm, punish, or frighten their victim” (Women’s Aid, 2021). A perpetrator will use controlling behaviour in order to make their victim dependent on them by isolating them from support including family and friends and depriving them of their independence. A perpetrator will also exploit their victims to others and regulate their everyday behaviour. Specific acts that a perpetrator can carry out on their victims are; not allowing them access to money unless they are in control over it, deciding what their victim can and can’t wear on a day to day basis, depriving their victim of communication devices such as a mobile phone and depriving them of their own free time. A perpetrator works to limit their victim’s human rights by depriving them of their liberty. Coercive Control is now a criminal offence. In the year ending March 2018, there were 9,053 offences of coercive control reported to police however, the following year ending March 2020, there were 17,616 offences of coercive control reported to police. Merseyside Police data shows that 95% of coercive control victims were women and 74% perpetrators were male (Women Aid, 2021).

Emotional Abuse is "any act including confinement, isolation, verbal assault, humiliation, intimidation, infantilization, or any other treatment which may diminish the sense of identity, dignity, and self-worth” (Tracey, 2021). There are different ways in which emotional abuse can occur and these are; a perpetrator embarrassing their victim in public or embarrassing their victim in front of family or friends, a perpetrator name calling their victim, a perpetrator threatening to harm their victim or their victims pet, children or any other people that are important in their life, a perpetrator treating their victim poorly as a result of circumstances that the victim cannot change, a perpetrator ignoring their victim or pretending that they are not present, a perpetrator doing or saying things in order to confuse their victim (changing something and then denying that they have done it) and a perpetrator always correcting what their victims says with the intention of making their victim feel foolish (DV Connect, 2020). 

Threats and Intimidation is where a perpetrator will make threats to carry out violence within an abusive relationship and make the victim intimated and fear that these threats will be carried out. A perpetrator will may make threats to carry out physical violence on a victim or on a victim’s family member. If a victim has previously been physically abused by a perpetrator, then the threats they make can be just as hurtful for a victim. A perpetrator may not only make threats of violence, they can make threats involving a child. For example, a perpetrator can make threats to disappear with the victim’s child or kidnap their child. A perpetrator can also threaten a victim with calling social services and reporting false information to cause the victim to fear losing their child. As a result of the threats a victim may not only see their perpetrator as a perpetrator but they may see them as their protector. This is because the victim believes that their perpetrator is the only person that can protect and prevent the threats being carried out (Hidden Hurt, 2015). 

Stalking and Harassment is broken down into two separate components. Stalking has not got an official wording for a definition however, there is a list of seven behaviours that amounts to stalking of another person. The seven behaviours are; “(a) following a person, (b) contacting, or attempting to contact, a person by any means, (c) publishing any statement or other material relating or purporting to relate to a person, or purporting to originate from a person, (d) monitoring the use by a person of the internet, email or any other form of electronic communication, (e) loitering in any place (whether public or private), (f) interfering with any property in the possession of a person and (g) watching or spying on a person”. Section 1 of the Protection from Harassment Act 1997 will state that harassment is “A person must not pursue a course of conduct which amounts to harassment of another person and which he knows or ought to know amounts to harassment of other. The person whose course of conduct is in question ought to know that it amounts to harassment of another person if that other person, in possession of the same information, would think that the course of conduct amounted to Harassment” Section 1A of Protection from Harassment Act 1997 will state that the elements of this offence are; “a course of conduct; which involves harassment of two or more persons; and which the defendant knows or ought to know involves harassment of those persons; by which he intends to persuade any person (whether or not one of those mentioned above); not to do something that he is entitled or required to do; or to do something that he is not under any obligation to do”. Lastly, Section 2 of the Protection of Harassment Act 1997 is made up of the following three elements “a course of conduct; which amounts to harassment of another; and which the defendant knows, or ought to know amounts to harassment of another” (CPS, 2018).

Physical Abuse is “when a person uses physical force against another person. It can include direct assaults on the body using objects or weapons; assault on children, assault of pets, being denied access to your home, deprivation of sleep or food. Physical violence and abuse can start slowly and inconspicuously, for example with throwing an object or a slap, and get more intense or worse over time” (DV Connect, 2020). There are many different forms of domestic abuse and they are; slapping, hitting, punching, pushing, shoving, biting, kicking, burning, choking, holding the victim down and even throwing things at the victim. As a result of those different types of physical abuse, there are many different injuries or signs that others can ‘look out’ for and they are; bruises, black eyes, red or purple marks at the neck, sprained or broken wrists, chronic fatigue, shortness of breath, muscle tension, involuntary shaking, changes in eating and sleeping patterns, sexual dysfunction and menstrual cycle or fertility problems (National Centre for Domestic Violence, 2021). On average two women per week are killed by their partner or former partner (Living Without Abuse, 2021).

Sexual Abuse is “any unwanted sexual contact obtained by force, threats or when a victim is unable to consent”.  Sexual abuse can and does take place during domestic situations and it can occur in more ways than one. Sexual Abuse can occur as follows; “a) A complete sexual act, such as vaginal, anal or oral intercourse. b) An incomplete sexual act where sex is attempted but unsuccessful. c) Touching or hurting someone’s private areas. d) Noncontact sexual abuse, such as exposing one’s private parts to an unwilling victim or forcing someone to watch pornography. e) Sexual harassment and verbal sexual assault. f) Forbidding a victim from taking or using birth control, often with the intent to conceive, or forcing a partner to end a pregnancy. Then there’s stealthing. These types of abuse can also be referred to as reproductive abuse or reproductive coercion. g) Distributing sexually graphic images of a partner without their consent (even if there was consent when the image was taken). This is referred to as revenge porn. h) Coercing a partner to perform sex acts in front of or involving children, which can also be a form of incest. i) Taking advantage of a partner sexually when they are unable to consent because they’re underage or a vulnerable adult, or they’re on drugs, inebriated, sleeping or unconscious” (Flannery, 2021).

Honour based violence (including honour killings) is “a type of abuse that is carried out in communities that have strong perceptions of ‘honour’ and ‘shame’. Individuals may be seen to bring shame onto the family if they behave, or it is rumoured that they have behaved, in a way which the family or community disapproves of” (Living Without Abuse, 2021). Again, like most aspects of domestic violence there are different forms of Honour Based Violence and these include the following; murder, unexplained death (suicide), forced marriage, fear of forced marriage, controlling sexual activity, domestic violence (including psychological, physical, sexual, financial or emotional abuse), child abuse, rape, kidnapping, false imprisonment, threats to kill, assault, harassment and forced abortion (Bedfordshire Police, 2021). 

Female Gentile Mutilation is “a procedure where the female genitals are deliberately cut, injured or changed, but there's no medical reason for this to be done” (NHS, 2019). Female Gentile Mutilation is illegal in Britain and it is also illegal to take a British National abroad for the procedure to take place.  Female Genital Mutilation is usually carried out on females as children however, older women can also become victims during a domestic situation. Female Genital Mutilation “is a harmful traditional practice; multiple reasons and excuses for its continuation are given including to control sexuality, hygiene and as a form of initiating a girl into adulthood” (Refuge, 2017).

Financial Abuse is “a type of abuse which includes having money or other property stolen, being defrauded, being put under pressure in relation to money or other property and having money or other property misused” (Millar, 2018). Financial Abuse can be subtle and sometimes hard to detect. Financial abuse is a type of behaviour that a perpetrator will use in order to intimidate, threaten and manipulate a victim. The victims often becomes trapped in the relationship as a result of this type of abuse. Research has proven that 99% of victims face financial abuse in all domestic violence cases. There is not one specific type of financial abuse, in fact there are 18 different types. The 18 different types of financial abuse are; forbidding a victim to work, sabotaging employment opportunities by causing the victim to lose their job, forbidding a victim from developing their job role by not allowing them to attend job training, controlling all of the financial spend, not allowing the victim to be included in investment or banking decisions, denying the victim access to bank accounts, giving a victim an allowance or withholding them from money, forcibly making a victim file fraudulent tax returns, exceeding large amount of debt on joint bank accounts, a perpetrator refusing to work and contribute to the family income, not allowing a victim money to obtain basic needs such as medicine and food, hiding assets, stealing a victim’s identity, property, or inheritance, making a victim work in a family run business without payment, ruining a victim’s credit score by refusing to pay bills, forcing the victim to hand over public benefits or threatening to report the victim for cheating or misusing benefits, making false insurance claims in the victim’s name and refusing to pay or evading child support or manipulating the divorce process by drawing it out by hiding or not disclosing assets (DV & Economic Justice, 2021).

A crime survey was conducted for England and Wales in relation to domestic abuse. The survey captured the percentage of domestic abuse victims in England and Wales over a 12 month period which ended in March 2020. The age range for this survey was 16 – 74 years old. This survey also included both males and females. An estimation of 5.5% which is equivalent of 2.3 million people were victims of domestic abuse according to the crime survey. Police records show that there were 1,288,018 reports made to police (excluding Greater Manchester Police) of domestic abuse related incidents in the 12 months prior to March 2020. However, from the 1,288,018 reports 758,941 of these were in fact domestic abuse related crimes. When these results were compared to the previous year, ending March 2019, there was a 9% increase (Office for National Statistics, 2020).

The incident that was described above was clearly a domestic related incident but more specifically it was the physical abuse element. However, there is no evidence to prove or disprove that other elements of domestic violence occurred during this altercation or prior to this altercation taking place. This incident was captured on CCTV and it was clear that a physical altercation had taken place. It is still unknown as to why this incident occurred however, an offence of domestic related Section 18 Grievous Bodily Harm was committed. As I arrived on the scene after other officers, my initial main role was to conduct an area search for the male responsible for carrying out the assault. In order to do this I communicated with initial attending officers and the victim and was provided with a very detailed description of the male and any places that he was likely to go. I then conducted an area search for the male however, I did not ascertain the whereabouts of the outstanding suspect so therefore re-attended the scene. Whilst at the scene, I spoke with the victim and witnesses to obtain a first account of what had occurred, I conducted house to house enquires (speaking to neighbours who may have witnessed the incident, obtain details and accounts of any witnesses), watched CCTV and provide a ‘hand over’ for the paramedics at scene. When the paramedics had completed initial observations on the victim, I then took photographs of her injuries.

Whilst responding to this incident there were social, political and strategic drivers that impacted the response to the incident. All three social, political and strategic drivers will be critically analysed during the next part of this academic essay.

In order to critically analyse the social, political and strategic drivers that impacted the response to this incident, it is important to truly understand what ‘critically analyse’ means within academic writing. The University of Hertfordshire would define critically analyse as “To critically analyse means to make a judgement about the quality of evidence and include when it can and can’t support your argument” (University of Hertfordshire, 2021). However, Richard Nordquist (2020) would define critical analyse as “a careful examination and evaluation of a text, image, or other work or performance”.

Challenges and Impacts on Response Policing can be broken down into three different categories. The three categories are National Response Policing, Regional Response Policing and Local Response Policing. In order to refer and provide examples of each of these, Wales will be used as an example. National Response Policing refers to the whole of Wales. So any challenges and impacts that national response policing face covers the whole of Wales. However, Regional Response Policing is broken down into the four separate police forces in Wales which are North Wales Police, Dyfed-Powys Police, South Wales Police and lastly, Gwent Police. Again any challenges or impacts that regional response policing face will refer to one of the four forces specifically. Local Response Policing is broken down further again and it is policing the local area. For example, in South Wales Police area local response policing could be Cardiff city centre, Swansea city centre, Bridgend town centre or Merthyr Tydfil town centre. Again any challenges or impacts that local response policing face will relate to the local area only.

There are also internal and external challenges that policing face. Examples of internal challenges that policing face are; lack of experienced officers on response policing, low staffing numbers working in the department of response policing, resourcing the call demand with the dropping number of officers, a response officer’s health and well-being and lastly, the staffing levels on response policing as a result of availability and abstractions. Examples of external challenges that response policing face are; social issues, cultural issues, mental health, new emerging crimes and lastly, social and political upheaval. (Nimmons, 2017) developed a spider diagram showing the challenges and impacts on response policing. There are eight main headings which represent the area of the challenge or impact on the diagram. Within the eight main headings are a number of specific challenges and impacts and these are all as follows; 
1. Challenges
· BREXIT
· Politicisation of Policing
· Last Resort
· Expectations
· Reassurance
· Budget Cuts
· Pluralisation
2. Policing Structures
· Local; Constabulary Structures, PCCs
· National; Civil Nuclear Police, Transport Police, National Oversight
· Regional; ROCUs, Shared Capabilities, Intel Fusion 
· Transactional; Europol, UNPOL, INTERPOL, NCA, Transactional Terrorism, Transactional crime
3. Intelligence
· Prison Intel
· Criminal Intel
· Terrorism Intel
4. Policing Models
· Zero Tolerance
· Intelligence Led
· Problem Oriented 
· Community Policing
5. History
· Robert Peel
· Peelian Principles
· The New Police
6. Professionalism
· Standards
· Education
· Training 
· Diversity
7. Evolving Communities
· Immigration 
· Gentrification
· Urban Regeneration
· Smart Cities 
· Ageing Population 
· Urban Decay
· Gangs
8. New Crime Patterns
· Acid Attacks
· Organised Crime
· Terrorism
· Honour Violence
· Gang Crime
· Drugs
· Female Genital Mutilation 
· Forced Marriage
· Trafficking
· Modern Slavery
From the eight main headings and their subheadings that have been listed above, there are a mixture of political, social and strategic drivers that can impact the response to this incident. Heading number one is a combination of all three drivers as its list contains several examples of each type of drivers. Headings two, three and six are strategic drivers that impact the response to a police incident. Headings four and seven are social drivers that can impact the response to this incident and lastly, heading eight is a combination of political and social drivers that can impact the response to this incident. 

In order to overcome these challenges and impacts that response policing face the Policing Vision 2025 was developed. The Policing Vision 2025 was a vision that set out a plan for policing for ten years. This plan was made to shape decisions around transformation and how the National Police Chiefs Council (NPCC) uses the police resources in order to keep members of the public safe. The Policing Vision 2025 covers Local Policing, Specialist Capabilities, Workforce of confident professionals, Digital policing and Joined up business delivery. The plan will work towards helping overcome the strategic and social drivers that impact on response policing by targeting the main reasons as to why police are failing by developing each one of those five categories named above (National Police Chiefs Council, 2016). 

Examining and evaluating the information above, there are several challenges and impacts the response policing face and these can be broken down into social, strategic or political drivers that further impact the response to a policing incident. Nimmons listed eight main headings which all revealed further challenges and impacts that national, regional and local policing faced however, the Policing Vision has set out a plan in order to address these issues and hopefully overcome them by 2025.
 
As well as social, political and strategic drivers that response policing face, there are also drivers that impact the response surrounding vulnerable victims. Most domestic abuse victims are considered as vulnerable people. South Wales Police’s definition for a vulnerable person is “A person is vulnerable if, as a result of their situation or circumstances, they are unable to take care of or protect themselves from harm or exploitation” (South Wales Police, 2021). In order for police to support vulnerable victims they must build a trustworthy rapport with that person. There are different ways in which the police can build trust with a vulnerable person but the most efficient and effective way is using a multi-agency approach. Multi agency approach is an approach to vulnerability by different agencies coming together to provide the most beneficial response. Vulnerable individuals may have complex needs or multiple needs that would require this type of approach. Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub (MASH) is one of the most common and most effective types of multi-agency approach to support vulnerable adults and children. The priorities of this approach are; identifying the vulnerability and then information sharing with other agencies to allow that individual the best support possible (Home Office, 2014).

In this incident discussed above, there were two vulnerable individuals. The first vulnerable individual was the female victim of domestic abuse. The second vulnerable individual was the victim’s brother as he was a juvenile. From evaluating the social, political and strategic drivers that impacted the response on this incident based on vulnerability, the information above suggests that a multi-agency approach is the most effective way when dealing with vulnerable individuals. This specific type of approach involving MASH is the best possible way when building trust with vulnerable victims. 

In this specific incident there was the domestic violence element with the vulnerable victim however, there was also the knife element as the victim’s brother left the house with a knife in his hand. The victim’s brother entered part of the street with a very large kitchen knife and brought this weapon into the altercation. In order to respond to any incident whereby a weapon is involved a full risk assessment is carried out. Knife crime approaches, interventions and collaborations have been invented in order to assist with the response to crimes involving knives and they are believed to be effective. 

Different knife crime approaches that tackle knife crime include the following; Problem Oriented Policing (POP), focused deterrence strategies and targeting high risk offenders. 
· Problem Oriented Policing is used to tackle crime or disorder that involves the identification of a specific problem by means of; a thorough analysis to understand the problem, the development of a tailored response and an assessment of the effects of the response. Problem Oriented Policing’s main aim is to understand the root cause of a problem and tackle that root cause by a solution. Without understanding the root cause of the problem, an effective solution can never been developed. Evidence suggests that Problem Oriented Policing is mostly effective when adopting a multi-agency approach by results showing a reduction of the crime or disorder that was tackled (College of Policing, 2020).
· Focused deterrence strategies is “a strategy that combines communicating the consequences of violence with support for developing positive routes away from it”. This type of approach has three core strategies and they are; support, community engagement and deterrence. Support the individual that was involved in the crime by providing them with positive support and allowing them further support such as from social services. Community engagement is engaging and communicating with the wider community and sending a message that they want the violence to stop. Engaging with the community by stating that they want the individuals involved to be safe and encourage reintegration in the community. Community projects will often help with this. Deterrence is clearly communicating the consequences that the individual will face if the crime continues but also following up on any further crime by enforcing the consequences that were communicated to the individual (Youth Endowment Fund, 2021). 
· Targeting high risk offenders means simply officers targeting high risk offenders. This means daily briefings so all officers in that particular working area are fully aware of the high risk offenders. Depending on the nature as to why the individual is a ‘high risk offender’ officers can conduct frequent patrols of areas that are of importance to the offender, create packages of evidence so that if the offender is arrested the case is of a high evidential value and it allows officers to accumulate grounds for stop searches on individuals that they believe are in possession of knives.

Interventions for knife crime can be broken down further into three separate categories and they are; ‘General Violence or Weapon related interventions’, Specific knife crime interventions’ and ‘Enforcement interventions’. 
General Violence or Weapon related interventions with the greatest potential to reduce crime are ‘pulling levers’, ‘early intervention and prevention programmes’ and ‘restorative justice’.
· Pulling Levers approach is the application of the principles from Problem Oriented Policing. This type of intervention specifically targets repeat or prolific offenders. Implementations of this type of intervention that have been successful involves; multi-agency approaches (including law enforcement, community based practitioners and social services), analytical work to identify key offenders and behaviour patterns, developing a response for offenders that allows access to different services and provides support through the criminal justice process and lastly, directly and continuously communicating with offenders in order for them to understand why they are receiving this attention. 
· Early intervention and prevention programmes’ goal is to change the norms and values of children at a young age in relation to violent crime. Programmes in the UK normally work with children at the age of 13 however, it has been known that children at the age of 8 have started early intervention programmes given the high rise in the number of children carrying knives. Early intervention and prevention programmes include elements such as; child skills training (which includes teaching a child social skills, emotional skills, problem solving skills and anger management), behavioural parent training (which includes supporting parents to reinforce good behaviour), mentoring (which includes emphasising role modelling and emotional support) and lastly, after school activities (which includes children being taught skills in a structured and supervised environment). 
· Restorative Justice (RJ) is a meeting whereby a victim and offender have the opportunity to come face to face and discuss the incident that occurred. Other people can also be present during these meetings for example, family members or community members. Evidence suggest that victims are less likely to seek revenge on their offender after an RJ meeting has taken place.
Specific knife crime interventions with limited crime reduction evidence suggests that this type of intervention can be broken down into two separate elements which are; ‘knife amnesties’ and ‘community and educational interventions’.
· The impact from knife amnesties is often short term and the research surrounding the effectiveness of knife amnesties is currently limited. Knife amnesties schemes such as ‘Bin a Blade’ or ‘Word 4 Weapons’ has taken a significant quantity of knives off the streets however, the motive for this is unknown. Although these schemes remove a proportion of knives from the streets, they do not address the issue fully. These schemes do however, raise awareness about the dangers of carrying knives on the street.
· Community and educational interventions aim to divert young children from knife crime and towards sport or other educational activities. These activities are often run by small charities within the community. 
Enforcement interventions where evidence suggests careful use of stop searches and sentencing.
· Stop and search is a power that police officers have to search an individual that they believe to be in possession of an offensive weapon. In the Metropolitan Police Force 80% of arrests for possession of an offensive weapon came from officers stop searching individuals. By officers utilising this power it immediately reduces the number of knives on the street and also raises awareness of knife crime.
· In the year ending March 2018, 72% of individuals that were convicted for knife offences were first time knife offenders meaning that the severity of their sentencing varied. For young offenders aged 10 – 18, evidence has proven that custodial sentencing has increased the risk of re-offending compared to other disposal methods such as community resolutions. 
(College of Policing, 2019).

Knife crime collaborations are police forces taking the multi-agency approach. This means each police force working with multi-agencies from different organisations in order to diagnose the problem of knife related crime, analyse the underlying causes as to why the problem is occurring and examine what works in order to tackle the situation. The police force and multi-agencies also need to understand what doesn’t work in order to address the situation and then develop solutions that do.

These social, political and strategic drivers that were discussed above all had an impact on the way in which I responded to the incident. The knife crime approach that I used was the focus deterrence strategy. As a result of the victim’s brother having a knife in a public place he was arrested. House to house was conducted and community engagement and reassurance was provided. The offender himself, was then given support in order to steer him away from knife crime and guide him down an alternative path. Knife crime interventions that I feel this incident would have benefitted from would be a combination of early interventions programme for the victim’s brother and the completion of the RJ process to limit the risk of revenge. From examining and evaluating the above information regarding knife crime approaches, knife crime interventions and knife crime collaborations, evidence suggests that combining a mixture of all three would reduce the number of knife crime and decrease the risks for individuals sustaining injuries as a result of knife crime.
Prior to attending this incident I felt anxious as there was mention of a serious assault, a weapon, a victim with serious injuries and the location of the offender was unknown. As the situation progressed I felt that I was capable of dealing with a complex incident and took the lead with some of the tasks that were carried out. I spoke to the victim and witnesses, conducted house to house enquires and made enquires with regards CCTV opportunities. As a team, I feel that others felt that the situation was progressing well, all safeguarding measures were put into effect fairly quickly in order to minimise any further risk or harm to the victim. After the situation took place I feel that individually I worked and performed well, I showed confidence in dealing with different aspects and tasks that this challenging incident threw at me. I also feel that as a team, everyone worked well together and completed different tasks effectively and efficiently. The positives I took from this situation are, the risk of the suspect re-attending the scene and causing further harm and injury to the victim was minimised quickly, the victim was able to seek medical attention from police officers and paramedics and the initial investigation was progressed fairly quickly which identified further lines of enquires that needed to be carried out. The negatives from the situation were that the suspect was not arrested straight away however, he was arrested within one hour of police initial attendance.

To conclude this essay, an incident of a complex nature was discussed and reflected upon. The incident involved the arrest of two individuals, one of whom was arrested for Section 18 Grievous Bodily Harm and the other arrested for the offence of affray involving a knife. Domestic Violence was described and broken down into its nine different elements and each element was described. The social, political and strategic drivers that impacted the response to this incident were then discussed by means of challenges and impacts that response policing face, the PEEL reports into police effectiveness, building trust with vulnerable victims and lastly, knife crime approaches, interventions and collaborations. If I were to attend an incident of a similar nature again I would not change the way in which I dealt with any aspect of this incident however, I would continue to develop and gain confidence when dealing with incidents of such a complex nature. Since attending and dealing with this incident I have developed my skills in dealing with conflict by attending a taser course. As a result of attending and completing a taser course I am able to attend incidents of a much more serious and complex nature, such as those involving knives and other weapons and deal with and manage the conflict I am confronted with. 
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