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I. Introduction

To many, Agatha Christie just like what Pimps，strawberries and cream are to Wimbledon in Britain. Furthermore, as the best-selling novelist in history, her reputation goes far beyond national boundaries. Agatha Christie has never claimed to be a feminist writer, but it is undeniable that she is the first female detective novelist in the history of literature. Starting from the first novel The Murder at the Vicarage in 1930, Christie Agatha had created 14 novels with "Miss Maple" as the main character as well as in two novel-collections. In addition, in 1960, The Adventure of the Christmas Pudding contains 6 detective stories, one of which is also with Miss Maple as the main character. Miss Marple is also the first female detective in the history of detective literature. Although Christie Agatha did not think she is a feminist writer, from her identity as a female detective novelist to the image of Miss Marple's female detective created by her, all of them proved the rise of Feminism, which was also the product of the development of times.

II. Background information
The first wave of Feminism was in 1835-1925. From the early 19th century to the industrial revolution, most of the women were still imprisoned in their families and knew little or nothing about the outside world. Due to the lack of communication with the outside world, the women's thought extremely narrow and monotonous. With the industrial revolution in the middle of the 19th century and the development of political democratization, capitalist civilization has made significant progress. In the wave of industrialization, many women go to society, enter the labour market and become independent wage workers, thus expanding their horizons and enhancing their awareness of independence. Since then, the women's rights movement began to develop. In the process of striving for equal rights with men, their social status has gradually improved. The end of the 19th century is the first wave of women's liberation movement. At that time, the focus of the debate was to demand equality in the whole process of life between men and women, including civil rights, political rights, opposing aristocratic privileges and polygamy, and it also emphasized that there is no difference between men and women in intelligence and ability. The most important goal was to strive for the labour equivalence in the family and the whole society, and it also demands equal political rights, which often called the "feminist movement." In the traditional literary works, men and women belong to the binary opposition, and there is a gap between the two sexes. Men are superior to women, which are closely related to the status of women at that time. From the middle of the 19th century to the beginning of the 20th century, although it had experienced the first feminist movement in the civilized society, in essence, Victorian England was still a patriarchal society, there were still various demands and constraints on women. Women depend on their parents economically before marriage and on their husbands after marriage. Women are still in a subordinate position in family and marriage life. Agatha once mentioned in her autobiography: "It was true that in those days employment for women was in short supply. Women were daughters to be supported, or wives to be supported, or widows to exist on what their husbands had left, or their relations could provide. "(An Autobiography, p. 5)

 Therefore, the typical portrayal of women's economic status in a patriarchal culture is to rely on marriage or the economic help of relatives to survive. 

Agatha Christie lived in such a period. On September 15, 1890, Agatha was born at Ashfield house in Torquay, Devon, England. Her full name was Agatha Marie Clarissa Miller. Agatha Christie's father is a British American, and her mother is an Englishman. She is the third child in the family, and Agatha Christie's culture comes from her mother's education. Her mother is a woman with a unique personality and active thinking. She sent her eldest daughter Marguerite Frey Miller and her son Louise Montant Miller to Lawrence Girls Grammar School (now Roedean School) and Harrowed Public School, the top boarding schools in the UK, respectively. Then she was inspired to think that children's eyesight and brain should be protected and she decided to leave Agatha Christie at home, so Agatha Christie did not accept education until the age of eight.

Nevertheless, Agatha Christie learned to read at the age of 5 with her intelligence and the limited help of her illiterate mother. From then on, Agatha Christie began to read all kinds of children's books and opened her doors at literacy. Family conditions began to deteriorate as a result of her father's poor financial management. In order to avoid high consumption in Britain, her parents decided to rent out their house and take a vacation abroad with low consumption. In 1896, Agatha Christie, 6, lived with her family in western France for half a year. It is the beginning of Agatha Christie's French learning and social activities. After returning to England, Agatha Christie's father died in London in 1901 for acute pneumonia. Seven months later, her sister Maggie married. Monti, the elder brother, left Harrow Public School and went on a rampage, then joined the army. So Agatha Christie was the only one left in the family who lived with her mother. At this time, Agatha Christie began to read some English and French masterpieces, such as Dickens, Thackeray and Dumas. Every time she visited her aunt in Ealing District of London, she had the opportunity to watch stage plays and musicals in the theatre, which had become one of her hobbies. Under such influence, as well as the influence of the gifted sister, Agatha's creative desire germinated. She began to try to write poems, novels and even plays. Finally, her mother realized that her daughter should receive more education. In 1909, when her sick mother went to Egypt for recuperation, Agatha Christie, under 20, began her social life in Cairo, taking part in many dances and other social activities. At the same time, with the encouragement of her mother, Agatha completed her first novel, Snow Upon the Desert., and was warmly instructed by the neighbour novelist Eden Philpotts. From then on, Agatha began her career as a detective novel. Agatha had created more than 80 works and translated them into 103 languages. According to the UNESCO report in 1961, Agatha Christie was the best-selling writer in the world at that time. Her works are on sale in 102 countries. She is a worthy queen in the world of inferential fiction. In 1971, because of her literary achievements, the queen of England awarded her the title of Lady Agatha of the British Empire.

Agatha Christie's life is a legend of the rise of Feminism. Since she was born in the embryonic stage of Feminism, growing up with the development of Feminism, although she repeatedly denied that she was a feminist writer, the development of her era would have a subtle impact on the characters of her works and even her writing style.

 

III. "Miss Marple" -- the image of female detective

Times Literary Supplement: 'Miss Marple is an old lady now, knowing that ascent for evil is still, in the evening of her days, her peculiar gift.' (1971) The characters in Christie's novels often ignore Marple because of her gender and age，but it is also because of this that Miss Marple has such a unique detective image

(i) Women's unique way of solving cases

 The first famous detective on the stage of the world detective novel, Auguste Dupin, is a character written by American writer Ellen Poe. Dupin was a famous Frenchman; he took the book as his friend because of repeated setbacks in his life. During the day, he stayed indoors, concentrated on reading and thinking, and walked the streets of Paris at night. He is fond of fantasy, and with his unique analytical ability and fertile imagination, he has solved many murderous mysteries and become a figure of notable celebrity. Another famous detective is Sherlock Holmes created by Arthur Conan Doyle, who is a typical tough guy in male discourse. Sherlock Holmes is calm, rational, durable and sturdy. He is good at solving cases with calm logical reasoning. However, frequently, because of his indifference, he is regarded as a perfect case-solving machine. Whether it is Dupin who loves fantasy or Sherlock Holmes, who is calm and indifference, they are all handsome young men, they all use rational reasoning and analysis to solve different kinds of cases. On the contrary, Miss Marple, a female detective who occupies a unique position in Agatha Christie's novels, is an old lady with great vitality. In the process of solving cases, Miss Marple often deals with "female intuition" and "human nature" to master the information, and she usually solves the cases from gossip. This little old lady, who likes to listen to gossip and is a bit garrulous, she always has the ability which can link irrelevant gossip with intentional murder，and obtains convincing answers with her keen observation and deep insight into human nature. In the novel of Agatha Christie, Miss Marple is an old lady living in the village of St. Mary Mead. She is unmarried. She has a nickname "old cat" because she likes to inquire about other people's affairs，in addition, she has a little nervousness. In her opinion, no matter how severe the case is, it must be related to daily life. Therefore, she always likes to get clues through chatting and observing peoples' daily life. Miss Marple investigates and solves cases with her unique female perspective: sharp observation, intense curiosity, such as many Victorian spinsters, she likes gossip and believes in female intuition.

 Chatting is the daily life of the old ladies, and it is the chatting that enables Miss Marple to get useful information that even the police cannot get from the formal interrogation. Miss Marple makes good use of her gentle and harmless image of the old lady. How can people think that she is in the 'routine' - she deliberately opens the conversation with the relevant people of the case by chatting with the family, establishes a good interpersonal relationship, and then slowly shifts the topic? In this way, no one knows that they have been 'interrogated'. Miss Marple solved the case through association, that is to say, she was able to connect the small things that happened in the countryside with the bigger problems so that the latter could be solved.

 For example, in A Murder is Announced, the character of the murder--- a receptionist of the Royal Spa Hotel with Swiss Nationality---Rudi Scherz, reminds her of someone that "Fred Tyler, at the fish shop. Always slipped an extra 1 in the shillings column. Eating so much fish as we do nowadays, it made a long bill, and lots of people never added it up. Just ten shillings in his pocket every time, not much but enough to get himself a few neckties and take Jessie Spragge (the girl in the draper's) to the pictures. Cut a splash that is what these young fellows want to do. "(A Murder is Announced,p.125) Moreover, in 4.50 from Paddington, one of the heirs of Rutherford Hall, Mr Harold looks very like Mr Eade, Miss Marple says: "The bank's manager's son, dear. Mr Eade himself was far more like Mr Harold, a very conservative man, but perhaps a little too fond of money—the sort of man, too, who would go a long way to avoid scandal." Furthermore, another heir is Jenkins at the garage--- "He didn't exactly appropriate tools, but he used to exchange a broken or inferior jack for a good one. Moreover, I believe he was not very honest over batteries, though I don't understand these things very well. I know Raymond left off dealing with him and went to the garage on the Milchester road. As for Emma." ( 4.50 from Paddington, p.98) Another example, which in They Do It with Mirrors, the final resolution depends on the identification of Edgar Lawson, who faithfully provides the murderer with critical minutes of alibi. Miss Marple goes through the fog, and finally——"' I've remembered now who he reminds me of,' said Miss Marple. 'It came to me suddenly just a few moments ago. He reminds me of a young man called Leonard Wylie. His father was a dentist, but he got old and blind and his hand used to shake, and so people preferred to go to the son. But the old man was very miserable about it, and moped, said he was no good for anything any more, and Leonard who was very soft-hearted and rather foolish, began to pretend he drank more than he should. He always smelt of whisky and he used to sham being rather fuddled when his patients came. His idea was that they'd go back to the father again and say the younger man was no good.' "(They Do It with Mirrors,p254-255). And in A Caribbean Mystery, Miss Marple was at a loss on the far shore of her holiday. She could not find what she used to find easily. These people were similar to the people had known before. However, she soon recognized her old acquaintance by uncovering the surface of foreign customs and bright clothes——"Greg, for instance. Greg was difficult because he was American. A dash of Sir George Trollope, perhaps, always so full of jokes at the Civil Defence meetings-or perhaps Mr Murdoch the butcher…." (A Caribbean Mystery, p20.) She soon matched the people in front of her with the villagers of St. Mary Mead, and the confusing scene became clear. 

Human nature is a sharp weapon for Miss Marple to solve the case. She believes that human nature is evil. Miss Marple thought that she had no talent but a little knowledge of human nature. She thinks people are too credulous. So she always believed in the worst. Although this is not good quality, it is often proved right by a series of events. In The Moving Finger, Miss Marple says "One sees a good deal of human nature living in a village all the year round." Agatha Christie's clue to the story is actually "all kinds of human nature", which can be seen in "living in the countryside all year round". Miss Marple also says "live alone in a rather out-if -the -way part of the world, Her hobby is-- and always has been-- -Human Nature" (The Moving Finger,p.286) Miss Marple firmly believes in one thing: "Human nature is much the same everywhere." (A Pocket Full of Rye, p.277). 
There are common reasons for Agatha Christie's murder. The setting of suspense and the answers are not beyond the scope of universal humanity, and they must be thoroughly answered. That is to say, the explanations are very clear. In The Body in the Library, Miss Marple once said, "the Victorians knew a good deal about human nature. "( The Body in the Library, p. 263) which is the older people's concept of human nature. Though it is empiricism, it really works. For instance, in 4.50 from Paddington, Miss Marple said "And I had a great advantage. I knew Elspeth McGillicuddy. Nobody else did. There was no obvious confirmation of her story, and if there were no question of any woman being reported missing, then quite naturally they would think it was just an elderly lady imagining things—as elderly ladies often do, but not Elspeth McGillicuddy." (4.50 from Paddington p.129) Another example in The Body in the Library, there is an "unreal" picture of the body of a figure who was a cheap, tawdry, flamboyant---most incongruous in the reliable old-fashioned comfort of Colonel Bantry's library. Miss Marple looked at the body for a long time and whispered, "she is very young." (The Body in the Library, p22) Miss Marple was very attentive to that personal element， she is quite sure that in real life, the distinct feature is the truth. In The Mirror Crack'd from Side to Side, once again she said: "I have said over and over again, that it is always the obvious person who has done the crime." (The Mirror Crack'd from Side to Side, p232)

After careful observation and classification, and then using intuition and association, Miss Marple can sort out all the complicated clues and find out the useful information for herself. For example, in A Murder is Announced, Miss Marple determines that Mrs. BlackRock is the murderer and reveals her real identity and the reason for taking three lives through the exaggerated fake pearls worn by Mrs. BlackRock and seemingly unrelated letters found in the attic. Miss Marple noticed very carefully that Mrs BlackRock always wore a giant pearl necklace that did not match her very much. At the same time, Mrs BlackRock's sister had an operation on her throat. In order to get the pension of her dead sister, she killed any murderer who might expose her real identity. The clues are like scattered pearls, which are meaningless to others. Nevertheless, through Miss Marple's understanding of human nature, she put the scattered pearls together with a reasonable thread to solve the mystery.

(ii) The unique character of the female detective
 Women and men are born different. Throughout human history, people have realized that men are more powerful than women. Therefore, men are mainly responsible for producing, blocking the invasion of foreign enemies and fighting off wild animals, while women are responsible for picking fruits, taking care of families, weaving animal leather and other tasks. As a result, men in our culture are gradually regarded as active, dominant, adventurous, rational and innovative; women are the opposite: passive, docile, emotional and traditional. When Poe created Dupin, he had already portrayed Dupin as a traditional male image. So was Sir Conan Doyle's Sherlock Holmes: they were vigorous, scientific, calm, adventurous, and not emotional. Agatha did not directly copy a female version of Sherlock Holmes but chose an unconventional "old maid detective" based on her unique female perspective and thinking.

In contrast, Miss Marple is not so arrogant and aggressive as Sherlock Holmes. She is gentler in handling cases. She is an emotional and caring detective. Great detective, there is always some arrogance. Sherlock Holmes sniffed at Scotland Yard police and never looked forward to working with them. Belgian detective Poirot also appeared claiming to be the greatest detective in the world. Miss Marple, by contrast, was surprisingly approachable and modest. In Christie's description, Miss Marple looks very old. Her hair was white, her pink face was wrinkled, she usually wore plain Scottish clothes, a string of pearls and a purple hat. It is a bit rustic, but she had sharp eyes. Such an image is a kind old lady in the countryside in most peoples' eyes. Miss Marple thought she was an "old cat" rather than a detective by herself. Even if she successfully solved the murder, she did not ask for credit. She said she could not solve it alone because she felt old and ill.

 Even so, Miss Marple is as adventurous as a male detective. Although she is in her 60s, suffering from rheumatism and weak physical strength when there is a crime, Miss Marple will not stand by with a sense of justice-- - she will find some help and embark on the journey to fight criminals. In 4.50 from Paddington, Miss Marple's friend, Mrs McGillicuddy, happened to see a homicide on the opposite train while it was running. At the moment when the two trains met, Mrs. McGillicuddy saw a woman strangled alive by a man. Since the man turned his back to Mrs McGillicuddy, and there was nobody to prove the murder that Mrs McGillicuddy witnessed, Miss Marple decided to take the train to solve the mystery herself. During the journey, Miss Marple found that the body was most likely thrown by the murderer from the speeding train to a cliff. She went to find the body herself. In the end, she successfully solved the case that should have gone to the bottom of the ocean and cleared up the injustice for the victims. In The Murder at the Vicarage, the padre---Clement--- said with sarcasm: "there is no detective in England equal to a spinster lady uncertain age with plenty of time on her hands." (The Murder at the Vicarage, p.47) But it must not be taken for granted that Miss Marple liked murder; on the contrary, she hated it. She cannot tolerate cruelty by nature. When seeing a child trampling a kitten, Miss Marple is too angry to scare that child. She was sure that he would never forget it.

Moreover, in A Pocket Full of Rye, After reading the Triple Tragedy at Yewtree Lodge in the morning papers, Miss Marple left St Mary Mead by the early train and came to the scene of the accident immediately. She was so concerned about the murder, not only that one of the victims was once her little maid, but also because the murderer was so mean that he put a clothes peg clipped on the girl's nose. Miss Marple was angry with pink cheeks; she said to Pat (a policeman) "That's what made me so very angry, if you can understand, my dear. It was such a cruel, contemptuous gesture. It gave me a kind of picture of the murderer. To do a thing like that! It's very wicked, you know, to affront human dignity. Particularly if you've already killed." (A Pocket Full of Rye, p.125)
(iii) The old lady image of Miss Marple

Miss Marple made use of her valuable life experience and deep understanding of human nature to solve one mystery after another, which attracted many readers. Miss Marple came almost directly from Victorian times. Her family education is rigorous. She has been taught to use back pads since she was a girl, so her sitting posture is straight up to the old age. She once hired a German female teacher with ethical conduct for her and her sister. Then she went to Florence's boarding school for early education. Her mother and grandmother told her to be rational, they believed that a real lady should be keep the countenance, which means girls should not express their real emotions in the public. Miss Marple used to be an impetuous little girl. Once, she almost went astray. She almost married to a young man "out of proportion", fortunately; her mother resolutely stopped this absurd marriage. Miss Marple is very grateful to her mother. It is also a theme of the times to know how a Victorian girl marries herself. For a woman, if no man wants to marry her, she is rubbish to the society. So many women are imprisoned in marriage to gain social recognition. However, once she got married, she lost herself and became her husband's property. But we can see that Miss Marple is a single virgin in Victorian period. Her life seems to be contrary to the tradition. Readers will think it is not a bad thing to be single like Miss Marple with while hair, pink cheeks, blue eyes. And frequently, she carries a colorful net basket with a wool scarf in her neck. Every time when she sits down, she began to do her wool works in her knees. She has a special love for cotton fabrics, linen, glass gauze, embroidered and crocheted bed sheets, tea towels. Therefore, it gives the impression that she is in a soft fabric world with beautiful color. She was warm and comfortable, and from that warm daily life she began to observe people, which was her unique hobby. Just like I mentioned in the last part of this paper, in The murder at the Vicarage, Miss Marple have ever said "You see, living alone, as I do, in a rather out -of-the-way part of the world, one has to have a hobby." (The murder at the Vicarage, p323) Furthermore, her hobby just comes in handy in detecting various murder cases.

 In the novels of Agatha Christie, Miss Marple is different from traditional women: she is willing to stay single, full of passion for life, enjoying gardening, knitting, bird watching, travelling, making all kinds of friends, and never complaining about life. Miss Marple appreciated her youth, but she does not feel inferior for her old age. She is delighted with her experience, so she does not flinch in front of the young people, and knows that they do not know as much as they think, they cannot see themselves, but she can. She has a sense of justice and is willing to punish evils. Although Miss Marple is an old virgin in the age of Victoria, Agatha has given her a new identity different from the traditional female in the patriarchal society: an amateur detective who dares to break through the shackles of traditional concepts and make full use of her wisdom to solve various mysteries for justice. This intelligent and independent female image is innovative in detective stories
IV. Conclusion

Reading Agatha Christie's story, people will find that the elements of the story are elementary. They are only fighting for heritage, deceiving history, cheating money, revenge. And then blackmail, mouth killing, and hiding follows. As for the characters, it is just a family, a dormitory, a cruise ship, or a bus, or even just a dinner party. It can be seen that Agatha Christie, as a female writer, uses the materials of narrow society and home life, but she can use these materials to organize many stories. This reminds me of another skill of women, that is, the skill of knitting - the bamboo needle, the wool ball and the knitting method - can produce endless patterns. Miss Marple, the old countrywoman, never left her knitting work, which was probably the work of Agatha Christie. It is also like a children's rope picking game. Tie a cotton thread to each other, spread hands, pick out a pattern, and then pick it up by the other side to form a second pattern. Two kids pick it up in turn. If there is a smart child, he/she can pick out many patterns; otherwise, he/she just makes a mess in a few rounds. Obviously, Agatha Christie is a brilliant player in these kinds of games.

The traditional female images should be elegant, kind, pure and obedient. They are usually attached to men as "the other" without character. Women are set up in this image, in fact, women are not born so. They can be strong, intelligent, independent and aggressive. Only because of the shackles of the traditional patriarchal society, they will be financially and psychologically attached to men. If they leave men, they are likely to end in tragedy. However, with the vigorous development of Feminism, women's images have become diversified and active in various literary works, especially in Agatha Christie's detective novels. In her works, a woman detective can solve cases, some women who can help solve cases independently, and some women criminals who make mischief everywhere although these female images do not entirely subvert the female images in traditional literary works. Because Agatha just obtains limited influence by Feminism. Therefore, Agatha failed to break through the traditional female image boldly, and did not portray a great hero detective-like "magic heroine". She only bound the female detective to an old lady in her old age, which is perhaps the most crucial reason why Agatha Christie denies that she is a feminist writer.

Nevertheless, Agatha does show us an expert in solving cases: Miss Marple is kind, lovely, full of justice, not afraid of criminals, and a humble country detective. She never talks or thinks she is a real detective. Why Agatha can only portray such a humble detective? Looking at the detective image in traditional literature, it is not difficult to find out the reason. Sherlock Holmes and other hard-working male detectives have been deeply rooted in the hearts of the people. Coupled with the image of angels and evils set by the patriarchal society for women, it may not be easy for people to accept sharp female detectives who can directly challenge the authority of men. Thus, Agatha, who lived in the British society at that time, created a compromise detective image, Miss Marple. Therefore, although the influence of Feminism on Christie Agatha is limited, her identity as a feminist writer and her image of Miss Marple as a female detective all show the rising of Feminism.
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