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The Use of Masks in Cyprus during the Late Bronze Age
Karin Nys

ABSTRACT
Eleven terracotta masks give evidence of the use of masks in Cyprus during the Late Cypriote period.
Eight specimens represent the face of a bearded man, while three others show a deeply grooved face
Both categories of masks could be explained within the context of initiation rituals. The idea that in
the Late Cypriote period bull's skulls were used as masks, cannot be substantiated with matenal
evidence. Finally, the Cypriote cylinder seals do not form a reliable source of information as regards

the use of masks in Cyprus,

1. Introduction

Although Late Cypriote masks have
been catalogued (KARAGEORGHIS
1993a: 33-35), there still are questions
to be answered. This paper explores
some of them, especially those con-
cerning the use of the masks.

In all the literature available by 1994,
sixteen terracotta objects have been la-
belled as "Late Cypriote masks". Three
of these (KARAGEORGHIS 1993a:
34,n0.9-11) we choose not to take into
consideration: they are miniature (ca. 7
cm) and their backs are flat, which
precludes their use as a real mask. Two
of the sixteen objects can be considered
to be real masks, but we will show that
they must be dated to a period later than
LC L

The eleven remaining terracotta
masks originate from the LC III period
(1200-1050 B.C.). They have cut-out
eyes, are life-size or slightly smaller,
and thus could have concealed a human
face. Stylistically, they furthermore can
be accorded to one of two groups: eight
as anthropomorphic and three as demo-
nic masks.

Several authors assume that bucrania
(bull's skulls) also were used as masks.
We will verify whether, in the Late
Cypriote period, there are indeed indi-
cations to be found of this custom.

Furthermore, since examples of three-
dimensional representations of masked
figurines are not known from the Late
Cypriote period, we will examine some
figures on Cyprnote cylinder seals to
determine if they might provide us with
additional information on the use of
masks in Late Bronze Age Cyprus.

Ultimately, we seek the possible use
of the Late Cypriote masks.

2a. Anthropomorphic masks

The only complete example of the eight
anthropomorphic masks was originally
a part of the old Guimet Collection and
is now in the Louvre. Unfortunately, its
provenance 1s unknown (ANONY-
MOUS s. d.: 34, fig. 161; CALVET
1976: 149, pl. XXI: 4, CAUBET &
COURTOIS 1975: 43-49, pl. VI: 3-4,
fig. 1, CAUBET et al. 1981: 34, CKY
62; CAUBET et al. 1992: 58, no. 31;
KARAGEORGHIS 1993a: 33, no. 1, pl.
XIX: 6; PICARD 1965-66: 46-47, pl.
XIII: 46). Five masks originate from the
French excavations in Epkomi. They
were found in the vicinity of a sanctuary
within an urban context (COURTOIS
1984: 76-78). One of these masks,
reconstructed from three fragments
(CAUBET & COURTOIS 1975: 44-45;
COURTOIS 1982: 69-71, fig.1; 1984:
76, no. 759, fig. 27: 4, pl. XXV: 1
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