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How Learning in this module has helped me develop my Academic Skill
Introduction
In this reflective report, I will get into how my learning experience in this module has shaped my academic skills. Specifically, I’ll focus on note-taking, paraphrasing, and referencing. Throughout the course, I’ve embarked on a journey of exploration and growth, refining my approach to studying and writing through a variety of learning activities and assessments.
Initially, my approach to note-taking was limited, as I was unaware of the diverse methods available for capturing and organizing information. However, through engaging with the module content and participating in discussions, I have gained insights into different note-taking strategies such as diagrams, linear notes, tabular notes, and cue cards. These strategies have not only expanded my repertoire of note-taking techniques but have also equipped me with valuable tools for synthesizing and retaining complex information.
I’ve immersed myself in the details of note-taking, paraphrasing and referencing critical skills for maintaining academic writing integrity. Prior to this module, my understanding of note-taking, paraphrasing and referencing conventions was a bit difficult at first. However, thanks to guided exercises and instructor feedback, I’ve sharpened my ability to paraphrase sources and cite them appropriately in my writing.

Note-taking skills develop 
Throughout my academic journey, my approach to note-taking has evolved, particularly since starting university. Initially, my note-taking habits were adequate but not particularly experienced. I relied mainly on capturing key points and concepts during lectures and readings, often using a combination of handwritten notes. While this approach served me adequately in the past, I found it lacking in terms of organization and depth of understanding, especially as the complexity of the subject matter increased.
Diagrams, for instance, emerged as a powerful tool for visual learners like me. By representing complex concepts and relationships graphically, diagrams enabled me to understand abstract ideas more intuitively and retain information more effectively. I found myself creating concept maps and flowcharts to illustrate interconnected themes and visualize the progression of ideas, particularly in subjects with intricate structures such as biology or sociology.

Linear notes proved useful for capturing sequential information or narratives. By structuring my notes in a linear format, I could follow the logical progression of ideas and events more easily, aiding in comprehension and recall. Linear notes became especially valuable during lectures or readings that presented information in a chronological or step-by-step manner, allowing me to capture key points and supporting details concisely.

Tabular notes offered a systematic way to organize and compare information across different categories or variables. I found tabular notes particularly helpful for synthesizing data from multiple sources or analyzing contrasting viewpoints in subjects like economics or political science. By creating tables with clear headings and columns, I could quickly identify patterns, trends, and relationships, facilitating deeper analysis and critical thinking.

Lastly, cue cards emerged as a versatile tool for consolidating key concepts and reinforcing memorization. Whether used for vocabulary practice, formulae revision, or summarizing key facts, cue cards provided a portable and interactive way to review information on the go. By condensing complex ideas into concise prompts on cue cards, I could engage in active recall and self-assessment, strengthening my understanding and retention of essential concepts.


While exploring different note-taking methods, I encountered various challenges, particularly in discerning the key points to capture. In an academic setting where information overload is common, identifying the most salient details can be daunting. This challenge was exacerbated by the diverse nature of the content covered in the module, ranging from dense theoretical frameworks to empirical data and case studies.

For example, when utilizing diagram-based note-taking, I struggled with determining which concepts or relationships were most essential to represent visually. In complex topics with multiple interrelated components, it was challenging to condense the information into a concise and coherent diagram without oversimplifying or omitting crucial details. Similarly, when using linear notes, I found it difficult to prioritize information and distinguish between main ideas and supporting evidence, leading to overly verbose or cluttered notes.

In response to these challenges, I experimented with different strategies to enhance my discernment of key points. One approach involved active engagement with course materials before lectures or readings, such as previewing chapter summaries, outlining learning objectives, or skimming relevant sections. By priming my mind with an overview of the content, I could better anticipate which concepts or themes were likely to be emphasized and focus my note-taking efforts accordingly.










 Paraphrasing Skills Development

Throughout the module, I have gained insights into the importance of paraphrasing as a fundamental academic skill. Paraphrasing involves the ability to convey the essence of someone else’s ideas or arguments using your own words, thereby demonstrating comprehension and critical engagement with the source material.

One of the key aspects of paraphrasing that I’ve learned is the importance of preserving the original meaning while expressing it in a new form. This requires not only understanding the content of the source material but also interpreting it in a way that captures the author’s intended message. Effective paraphrasing involves more than just changing a few words; it requires rephrasing sentences or passages in a way that reflects a deep understanding of the underlying concepts and arguments.

 Developing paraphrasing skills has sharpened my ability to synthesize information from multiple sources and integrate it seamlessly into my own writing. Rather than relying solely on direct quotations, which can disrupt the flow of the text and undermine originality, paraphrasing allows me to incorporate evidence and ideas from various sources while maintaining coherence and cohesion in my arguments. This skill has been particularly valuable in academic writing, where the ability to engage with and build upon existing scholarship is essential.

Overall, the development of paraphrasing skills has been an enriching aspect of my learning journey in this module. By honing my ability to rearticulate information in my own words, I have deepened my engagement with course materials, enhanced my academic writing proficiency, and cultivated a greater appreciation for the power of language as a tool for communication and expression.

Referencing Skills Development

Prior to university, I had limited exposure to the concept of referencing and its importance in academic writing. The notion of citing sources to acknowledge the contributions of other authors and provide credibility to one’s own arguments was an unfamiliar concept to me. However, upon entering university, I quickly realized the significance of referencing in maintaining academic integrity and adhering to scholarly conventions.

As I engaged with course materials and began writing assignments, I encountered the expectation to support my arguments with evidence from credible sources. Initially, I struggled to navigate the intricacies of referencing styles and conventions, including the proper format for citing sources in-text and creating bibliographic entries in reference lists or bibliographies. The variety of citation styles, such as APA, MLA, Chicago, and Harvard, added another layer of complexity to the referencing process, further complicating matters for a novice like myself.

 I approached the task of mastering referencing skills with diligence and perseverance. I sought guidance from instructors, consulted academic resources and style guides, and practiced incorporating citations into my writing systematically. Through trial and error, I gradually developed a better understanding of the principles underlying referencing and the importance of accurate and consistent citation practices.

As I became more proficient in referencing, I began to appreciate its broader implications beyond mere compliance with academic conventions. Referencing serves not only as a means of giving credit to the original authors but also as a tool for scholarly communication and collaboration. By tracing the lineage of ideas and acknowledging intellectual debts, referencing facilitates the exchange of knowledge and fosters a culture of academic discourse and accountability.


In summary, while my journey towards mastering referencing skills began with uncertainty and apprehension, it has evolved into a journey of growth and discovery. By embracing the principles of academic integrity and scholarly communication, I have not only enhanced my writing proficiency but also deepened my engagement with the academic community and its collective body of knowledge.

Conclusion:

In conclusion, the reflective journey through my development of note-taking, paraphrasing, and referencing skills during this module has been enlightening and transformative. As I reflect on my academic journey from the beginning of university to the present, it is evident that my knowledge and proficiency in these essential skills have grown significantly.

One of the most notable realizations is the breadth of knowledge I have acquired about note-taking methods, paraphrasing techniques, and referencing conventions since starting university. Prior to this module, my understanding of these skills was rudimentary at best. However, through dedicated exploration, experimentation, and guidance from my lecture and peers, I have gained a deeper appreciation for the nuances and importance of each skill in academic success. My Lecture will continue to guide and inspire me towards academic excellence and personal growth.
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