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US Strategy for energy security at BigOil-8 meeting. 
There is going to be a meeting between the BigOil-8, who are the top eight oil producing and consuming countries of the world: European Union (EU), Nigeria, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Iran, Iraq, China, and The United States (US). 
The main point of the meeting is to address the impact of the terrorist attacks in Saudi Arabia which have disabled the largest oilfield in the world, plus the Venezuela exports of oil being stopped due to civil war there. Avoiding conflict will therefore be high on the agenda, as will addressing issues steered towards climate instability. 
The US objectives are to help stabilise and secure the Ghawar oil field in Saudi Arabia and assist in stabilising the civil unrest in Venezuela. Efforts by the US fifth fleet stationed in Bahrain, will continue for the foreseeable future, to protect and maintain the flow of maritime trade through the Gulf seas (Yergin, 2012: 293).  This assures the people of the US, that energy and security will be provided, and it also addresses global issues that impact upon stability, not only for the US but the rest of the world. This promotes good relations around the globe without the use of ‘hard power’, and the adopting of ‘soft power’ strategies through collaboration, transparency and good governance, in order to support and invest in countries that are interested in improving their future needs and stability.  
Although a disruption to oil supplies is in effect and the price of oil has increased, this is a temporary issue that will soon be alleviated by tapping into strategic reserves which most of the countries here present can access. Nevertheless, the US populous have lost confidence in their government because of the price increase and the fuel shortages, so addressing this is a priority and short-term goals need to be put in place and made clear to the public, so that their confidence can be restored in the government. Such issues are damaging to whatever party is in office so such problems must be a high priority to resolve. 
It is however true that the US, in recent years, have been reducing their dependency on any oil supplied by the Middle East (Patton, 2016), with imports being in decline and in 2009 they stood at 16%, this has been possible due to the US diversification policy (Vivoda, 2009). The US have been able to accomplish this due to new technologies that have enabled the extraction and production of their own shale oil and gas, reducing US energy imports and raising US energy exports.  Since 2017 gas exports from the US have surpassed imports and the US is now a worthy contender in the gas market with a rise of 58% for gas exports (EIA, 2018). In tackling the current market stability, opening up strategic reserves could also help to create a more stable access and price to the public. Therefore, the lack of fuel in the US, and the current inflated prices were unlikely to cause any long-term problems within this country. 
The US military have become despondent regarding their ongoing requirement to protect oil production rather than to keep their country and its people safe in a more direct manner. It is also true that it would be unwise to promote conflict unnecessarily as it would be wrong to risk life and fail to take a measured approach to resolution towards another country’s political issues; as this is their responsibility. Therefore, military intervention should be met with great caution, as the increase and presence of the US forces could be deemed as threatening, as opposed to supportive, therefore utilising the US military under the United Nations umbrella would be more favourable.
The long-term goals to be presented by the US at The BigOil-8 are to:
· Support the countries who have civil unrest and terrorism to have troops permanently available from the BigOil-8 to protect their resources and to help them to find ways to avoid these kinds of situations in the future. 
· To promote market stability, it seems sensible to consider inviting China and India, and any other oil producing and consuming countries, to the Independent Energy Association (IEA), to make sure that it becomes a more effective body at regulating cost and supply globally and to supporting individual countries with internal issues from a wider military and governmental resource body. 
· Investment in different sources and techniques for producing energy need to be explored. In the short-term investment in fracking within the US will be put in place, and in the long-term there will be a greater impetus upon the development of renewable energy: solar, hydro, geo-thermic and wind. 
In the future the US would like to invest in Venezuela once political stability has been resolved as this is a more local source of oil for the US than to access oil supplies from Africa, Europe, China and Russia, although Nigeria is also being considered for investment in the future.
 
The strongest ally for the US is the EU, with Saudi Arabia, and Iraq also on friendly terms, in addition, there are trade relationships with China and Nigeria. The primary competitors for the US regarding oil are, Iran and Russia, and whilst China is a competitor it is not focussing upon supplying nations which are supplied by the US, so is not a direct competitor despite it being a primary supplier. 
To promote the continued supply and distribution of oil globally it will be necessary to persuade all members of the BigOil-8 to keep the supply routes open globally and to stop using oil as a tool in political and military stand-offs, or invasions. 
This would be in everyone’s interest to gain an assurance on these matters because as access to oil supplies become more limited, and the populations continue to grow, causing more demand, infrastructures will be threatened if there is any significant breakdown in supply for any of the countries in the BigOil-8, to say nothing of the already fragile situations in countries with less stable governments and infrastructures. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Reducing production and consumption of natural resources such as coal, gas and oil,  and with an increase in renewable and cleaner energy that will benefit all life and planet, will lower the risk of an already unstable climate. 
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