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Research Question (1 sentence max.)Does the current guidance on Achieving Best Evidence enable investigators to effectively gather the best evidence from vulnerable witnesses? 


Literature Review (700 words max)The published guidance on Achieving Best Evidence has remained largely the same since its original publication in 2011. Professor Laura Hoyano argues the guidance is dangerously outdated. Investigators cannot ‘achieve best evidence’ if the descriptions of the governing law, the interviewing and investigatory guidelines, and the guidance for managing vulnerable witnesses, used by police, social workers, intermediaries, the Crown Prosecution Service, CAFCASS, and the criminal and family court services across England and Wales, are wrong. (Hoyano, 2020)
A report published by the Criminal Joint Inspection in 2014 found that there was poor compliance with the guidance, many interviewers viewing it as perspective rather than best practice. (Inspection, 2014)
Published research from 2018 found that there was no evidence that managers were reviewing ABE interviews and quality assuring evidence collected and ensuring officers follow the ABE guidance. (Kathryn Somerville, 2018)
Furthermore 27.6% of the cases reviewed highlighted Achieving Best Evidence (ABE) pre-recorded interview was not viewed before making the pre-charge decision. (Inspectorate, 2016) The reason for this was due to the time constraints placed on CPS RASSO lawyers whose numbers have significantly depleted over the years.  
More recently (Bromley, 2020) highlights the impact of poor-quality ABE interviews has on victims saying; It is plain to see that robust guidance alone is not sufficient to ensure the quality of ABE interviews and to “achieve the best evidence”. Immediate improvements could be achieved through better planning at the outset as to how the chid can be assisted to give a true free-flowing narrative, supplemented by improved supervision of interviewers and feedback from the courts as to the impact of poor quality ABEs.


Using a review of peer-reviewed journal articles and other academic sources, provide a rationale for your research project. 
Method (500 words max)
Aim(s): Identify the key aim(s) of this study in a sentence or two.I will utilise various research methods to gather the required information starting with Qualitive data gathering approach via a Survey. If I identify any shortfalls in the information received from the surveys, I will facilitate 1-2-1 interviews with Detective Chief Inspectors from departments including Rape Investigation Team and Child Abuse Investigation Units across the 3 forces. 
I will also utilise Quantitative data gathering once I know the results of my Qualitive data. For example, I will review the number of ABE interviews conducted by the three Welsh Forces over a set period, what percentage of these were reviewed by CPS and any repeat issues identified by with the finished product.  
I will also adopt an ethnomethodological approach with investigators reviewing their knowledge, understanding and application of the ABE interview process.


 Objective(s):  Bullet points of what you need to achieve to succeed in your aims· Conduct a systematic review of the 2011 Achieving Best Evidence guidance. 
· Establish if the current Achieving Best Evidence training enables investigators to effectively interview vulnerable witnesses. 
· Identify what are the challenges faced by investigators when conducting ABE interviews.
· Identify challenges faced by CPS lawyers when reviewing ABE interviews as part of pre charge advice. 
· Critically analyse the data collected from Dyfed Powys, South Wales, and Gwent Forces and provide recommendations based on this data. 
· Provide recommendations to forces on the current training based on feedback from CPS lawyers and investigators. 


 Design: Quantitative or qualitative? Survey or secondary data approach? I will utilise various methods to gather the required information as part of my research. 
I will utilise Qualitive data gathering approach via a Survey. If I identify any shortfalls in the information received from the surveys, I will facilitate 1-2-1 interviews with Detective Chief Inspectors from departments including Rape Investigation Team and Child Abuse Investigation Units across the 3 forces. 
I will also utilise Quantitative data gathering once I know the results of my Qualitive data. For example, I will review the number of ABE interviews conducted by the three Welsh Forces over a set period, what percentage of these were reviewed by CPS and any repeat issues identified by with the finished product.  
I will also adopt an ethnomethodological approach with investigators reviewing their knowledge, understanding and application of the ABE interview process.


Sample: Who/what, how many, where from, sampling method. I am hoping for a minimum of 50 responses in order to have enough information to work with. Therefore, I will be sending surveys to all accredited investigators across South Wales, Dyfed Powys and Gwent Police forces who conduct ABE interviews.
I require a survey to be sent to all Rape and serious sexual offences CPS lawyers in Wales. 


Ethics:  Briefly cover any ethical issues that you need to consider.  I have not identified any Ethical issues regarding this proposal, I am gathering data from professional investigators and lawyers involved in conducting and reviewing ABE interviews as part of their core functions. 
I will not be gathering data from any vulnerable witnesses. Informed consent will be obtained from all participants beforehand and confidentiality will be maintained throughout the study. 
[bookmark: _Hlk128661508]All results received will be anonymised and stored on a secure South Wales Police computer device. 



 Analysis: What will you do with the data when you have collected it and why?The data will be stored electronically on a secure computer device. This will limit any possibility of data protection breaches and ensure the data is time stamped and organised in one secure central location that will be password protected.


Proposed Timeline (not included in word count)
Insert table or figure/flow chart to depict your proposed project timeline of key events.[image: Graphical user interface, application  Description automatically generated]



Anticipated Outcomes (300 words max)As a result of this dissertation, I hope to propose a set of recommendations to Police Forces across Wales regarding the current ABE training being delivered. 
I hope to produce a set of recommendations informed by specialist CPS RASSO lawyers that will better inform investigators what reviewing lawyers want to see improved upon which will ultimately produce better quality ABE interviews for Court proceedings. 
I hope to improve the process of obtaining ABE’s for investigators which will ultimately improve the experience for vulnerable witnesses. 
I hope my findings go some way in prompting a review of the published 2011 Achieving Best Evidence guidance. 

Briefly explain what you hope to achieve with this research project (i.e. could your findings influence practice, policy or training?).  
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NOTE: Overall word count is 1500 words.
The word counts above are SUGGESTED amounts ONLY 
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Proposed Timeline (not included in word count)
Insert table or figure/flow chart to depict your proposed project timeline of key events.

_-

Anticipated Outcomes (300 words max)

Briefly explain what you hope to achieve with this research project (i.e. could your
findings influence practice, policy or training?).

The research is expected to provide valuable insights into the potential benefits and
limitations of Digital Forensic Triage (DFT) in criminal investigations, particularly in
the context of law enforcement agencies. The findings may have implications for
future research and policy decisions related to digital forensics and could contribute
to the broader body of knowledge of digital forensic triage, not only in Dyfed Powys
Police but regionally and nationally. Furthermore, the study is expected to enhance
the capacity of Dyfed Powys Police to formulate a strategy for the effective use of
DFT to improve their investigative processes and outcomes, ultimately benefiting the
organisation, the criminal justice system, and communities they serve.

(Words 110)
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