ECDE7013 FT International Students: Preparing your PG2 in April and May 2024

Options for submitting application for ethical approval and timescales for the module 

Option 1 : Submit ethics form by Thursday 25th April. Based on following activities and deadlines


· Before the first taught session on Tuesday 16 April: Please go to ECDE7013 Moodle page and read the PG2 Ethics Form and UWTSD and BERA Ethics Guidelines.

· By next Monday 15 April at 12.00 confirm any questions you have about the PG2 form for your 7013 small-scale project. These will be answered in the taught session on 16 April.

· Tuesday 16th April PM : Review PG2 Ethics Form you wrote for 7012, feedback received and further action needed- including answers to the questions you have about the form

· Thursday 18th April: Prepare draft of PG2 for 7013

· Friday 19th April: Submit draft of your PG2 for 7013 to Iain, Catherine and Julia 

· Monday 22 April: Iain, Catherine and Julia review draft PG2 forms and send individual feedback 

· Tuesday 23rd April: Complete final amendments of PG2 form for 7013

· [bookmark: _Hlk163478694]Thursday 25th April 9.00: Deadline for submission of PG2 form to Catherine 

· Wednesday 1st May: Meeting of Research Ethics Committee 


· Monday 13th May: Confirmation of decision


Option 2: Submit revised forms by Thursday 30th May 

If, after your first submission of your PG2 for 7013, you are asked to do further work on your ethics form

· Thursday 30th May 9.00: Deadline for submission of revised PG2 form to Catherine

· Wednesday 5th June: Meeting of Research Ethics Committee

· Monday 17th June: Confirmation of decision
Please see our advice and guidance as you develop your proposal and complete your PG2 form for ethical approval in April and May 2024.

Catherine, Julia and I want to emphasise what you cannot but could change in terms of your research tools/ methods, after your ethics form has been submitted to Catherine and approved by the panel.

For example, if you identify any 

· additions to your ethics form- including potential risks- your ethics form will need to be re-submitted to Catherine.

However if, after reflection on your 7013 presentations and our feedback, you decide to 

· remove one of the tools you first identified (and narrow the scope of your small-scale study) you could do this without having to re-submit your ethics form.

In conclusion, you cannot undertake a study which is different from your approved ethics form- until an ethics form has been re-submitted to the panel. 

However, if you decide to move away from the agreed proposal, and approved ethics form, there is very little that we can do about that ( (but see above and where you need to re-submit your ethics form IF you change what was previously approved).

Process and plan : A re-cap and advice 

Milestones and your plan

It will be helpful to design a plan with timeframes for each element of your research. 

Once you receive ethical approval there may be delays, outside of your control. You need to consider these as you plan data collection and your processes and methods of analysis and interpretation.








Learning from 7013

When we reviewed our previous experiences of the 7013 module, with  part-time and full-time international students, the most important things students learnt from the module related to the practical carrying out of research. Students were able to apply and evaluate methods rather than just come to conclusions to answer their research questions.  

For example, several said that carrying out an interview was far more difficult than they had expected- for different reasons.  However, their range of 7013 experiences means students feel better prepared for their EdD thesis, and for the research tools that they will use within it, than they would have been without the 7013 research. 

Ultimately, this is the purpose of the 7013 module.  

We would emphasise that, actually, the topic of the research is not necessarily as important as learning from the process of 7013.


Keep a research diary so you keep a record and your reflections on your research- during each stage and milestone of your small-scale research project 


7013 and your thesis proposal in Autumn 2024

We would like to emphasise that the 7013 module does not have to be linked to the thesis so, even if you are not certain of all elements of 7013 topic, you will be able to learn from this experience and make changes for your thesis proposal.  







Iain and Catherine 

April 2024



