Research Proposal:
Working title: Subliminal Structured Violence: Are Social Policies Fuelling the Rise in Recreational Drug Abuse in rural Wales.
Introduction.
[bookmark: _Hlk30701487][bookmark: _Hlk30594367]This study seeks to see if there is a correlation between the numbers of youngsters in Ceredigion currently experimenting with recreational drugs and social policies adopted within  the neo-liberal agenda. Utilising the concept of deviant behaviours this research will seek to access whether recreational drug usage is initially a form of resistance to main-stream ideology and provides youth with a collective sense of belonging that marginalises their feelings of social exclusion whilst effectively shoring it up. Few discussions on ‘youth deviance’ or  marginal ‘social exclusion’ of under-privileged youth have prioritised a dialogue on drug usage in correlation with social mobility and economic positioning. Whilst drug usage is certainly listed in the plethora of social behaviours denounced as typifying the behaviour of ‘deviant youth’ the economic climate that young adults (aged 16-24) are exposed to is often not directly addressed as having a major influence on youth behaviour (MacDonald and Marsh 2002). The adoption of the prevailing current neo-liberal agenda has seen the withdrawal of the state and thereby a decrease in social welfare and social facilities for vulnerable youth (Lansley and Mack 2015). The high prevalence of not in education, employment or training (NEET) amongst 16-24 year olds currently stands at 12.6% in Wales in contrast to 11.6% in England (Annual population survey 2018-2019). The social mobilisation of young under-qualified persons is further hampered by the rural locality and seasonality of work in Ceredigion meaning that the majority of employment for under-qualified young adults is more often than not seasonal, minimum wage and zero hours contracted.    
Rationale for the research.
[bookmark: _Hlk30080461]In 2018-2019 one in nine young adults aged between 16-24 (11.4%) were found to take drugs on a regular basis, a rise of almost 2% on last years figures of 9.6% (Drug Misuse, Crime Survey 2018-2019). Alarmingly 8.7 of these had taken a class A drug in the last year, these figures are said to be driven by an increase in the use of powdered cocaine and ecstasy use (Drug Misuse, Crime Survey 2018-2019) 1 in 5 reported using drugs in the last year (Drugs misuse, Crime Survey 2018-2019). These figures are however, said to be conservative, research carried out by various sociological studies have pointed at higher statistics which go unrecorded, particularly in the use of polydrug repertoires (Measham and Moore 2009, MacDonald and Marsh 2002). Measham and Moore (2009) further highlighted how drug abuse is considerably higher in areas of social deprivation and describes how using the sociological concept of ‘career’ they mapped the transitions from the recreational use of drugs to problematic drug use, highlighting the abuse of poverty drugs: Heroin, crack, street Valium’s (blues) illegal prescription opiates (Viko, Oxicotten) and ketamine. I have personally witnessed the rise in the use of street Valium, illegal prescription opiates and ketamine in my local area, with one local 18 year old boy having been hospitalised no less than four times this year due to overdoses. Often out of work, sometimes excluded from school due to behavioural problems, barely attending colleges, from low income single parent homes or aged out of foster care there is an ever increasing demography of young adults experimenting with drugs. 
Research direction.
This study looks to assess drug usage not as a criminal activity but as a social phenomenon (Hall et al 2013). Anthropologists tend not work with a set hypothesis but look at phenomenon and social behaviours, such a topic as youth behaviour cannot be simplistically formulated in advance, thereby an open-ended approach will be adopted as is often the reality in anthropology (Law 2004, Okely 2012, Silverman 1985) . Thereby there is no set research question but rather a direction of intended research. This research will look to assess how the social policies adopted within the neo-liberal framework of austerity affect young people’s social positioning within society, and whether behavioural phenomenon are a resultant aspect of this. To that end this research will directly address five main areas (1) How do young adults first engage in drug taking? (2) Why did they feel the need to take drugs (3) What drugs do they commonly take? (4) What social economic background would they describe themselves as coming from and are they currently employed or in college? (5) How does taking drugs make them feel? The research will also take into consideration the youth unemployment rate, foodbank usage, and level of educational achievement in the area.
The immediate aims of research.
The immediate aims of this research are to observe and understand whether sociological factors influence or induce an interest in recreational drug taking. It will look to assess whether recreational drug taking in fact creates a form of escapism from the everyday pressures that underprivileged youth come up against. Do structural forces at an economic and sociological level fail today’s youth? Are underprivileged youth the victims of a misrecognized inequality in the ‘natural’ order of neo-liberal policies that focus on the field of meritocracy as a great leveller, whilst inherently ignoring the growing wealth divide and the fact that greater numbers of children are now growing up below the poverty line? Are youth from poor backgrounds doubly disenfranchised and is recreational drug taking an act of resistance against a government that willingly pays more in repressive policies rather than strategic anti-poverty based interventions?  
The long-term objectives.
The objective of this study is to allow young adults a voice with which to describe their position in society, how they feel about this position and how this affects their future vision of their lives. This research will allow them to discuss their drug taking in a safe comfortable environment, utilising their own words, it will allow them to discuss their drug ‘career’ trajectory and the environmental and sociological factors inherent in their lives. Ultimately this research should address the current dearth of information available on young people from poorer backgrounds in rural areas and their position in society. This would be the first in-depth study to openly assess and observe the changing dynamics of youth behaviours in rural areas that previously had a much lower awareness of recreational drugs and drug usage.


This paper is organised as follows: next there is a literature overview, this highlights the choice of literature that informed the process of this study. This will highlight the historical perspectives and the main theoretical positions that have provided the rationale for my research direction. This is followed by a critical evaluation of the epistemological approach adopted, research methodology, methods and reflexive positionality as well as analysis choice. Finally, there is a discussion on ethical imperatives concurrent to this research and the conclusion.
Literature: Centre for Contemporary Cultural Studies (CCCS).
The literature that helped drive the locus of my research direction is primarily of a Gramscian Marxist persuasion. Paul Willis’ (1978) ‘Learning to Labour’  is a valuable study highlighting how working class kids get working class jobs, utilising the concept of cultural capital he exposes how regulative state institutions function to reproduce a social totality. He states that class identity is reproduced by group and individual behaviour, that exposure to systematic limited choices influence decision making processes which reaffirm class identity until it appears to have been recreated by personal and collective volition (Willis 1978). Hall et al’s (1978) seminal work on mugging; ‘Policing the Crisis’ also provides a background rationale on how underprivileged youth facing unemployment or low skilled, low paid jobs dependent on economic expansion and contraction are faced by political judgements and media mis-labelling, which sees them as perpetrators of their given situation rather than victims of a society consumed by the concept of neo-liberal values which instil inequality at every level. The CCCS’s theories on how culture and institutions of social control were integrally part of how deviant behaviour was enacted, they demonstrate how class behaviours are replicated, how ideological control operates to subjugate certain demographics in society and how these demographics ‘act out’ as a form of resistance, this is intrinsic to my research paradigm.  
Literature: Cultural Capital and Egalitarian Deficit.
Bourdieu and Passeron’s (1977) analysis of education in ‘Reproduction in Education, Society and Culture’ is integral to any study that cedes to understand how the ruling ideas of a social system are legitimated and perpetuated, how education in fact carries an arbitrary cultural schema inherently based on power which is therefore reproduced through cultural and social capital, and thus reinforces class structures. Utilising to a percentage both Marxian and Foucauldian perspectives of inequality, ideology and social reproduction through cultural capital Jo Littler’s (2018) narrative ‘Against Meritocracy: Culture, Power and Myths of Meritocracy’ presents a foregrounding in how the ideological discourse of ‘Meritocracy’ in fact substantiates inequality. Demonstrating how the idea that inequalities of class are thought to be a thing of the past but in fact substantiate inequality of outcomes, she  highlights how the meritocratic ideology has become mobilised by neo-liberal rhetoric as a competitive and individualist ethos that functions on the continuum of a level playing field, whilst presiding over and proliferating an egalitarian deficit. This egalitarian deficit is further highlighted in Breadline Britain: The rise of Mass Poverty by Lansley and Mack (2015) who state that childhood poverty is on the rise, and that children without access to stable housing, varied and decent diet, money to attend school trips, access to the internet and laptop/computer, are doubly disadvantaged and in fact live in inopportunity Britain, as there is little chance of escaping the grinding effects of poverty. Here they demonstrate how the governments view on statistical poverty in fact hides the face of poverty and promotes the neo-liberal view of a lazy undeserving poor. These concepts of how cultural capital reinforces class structures and creates an egalitarian deficit is intrinsic to the study of disadvantaged youth. 
Literature: Ethnographies and Structural violence. 
Bourgois and Schonberg’s (2009) Seminal work ‘Righteous Dopefiend’ is one of two ethnographies that explore how violence operates on a continuum. Bourgois and Schonberg’s (2009) work is an exploration of drug consumption that examines the structurally abusive phenomena that compounds their everyday existence, this study highlights how political-economic, cultural ideology and institutional forces operate to regulate persons, how those that subvert notions of appropriate behaviour are stigmatized which in turn reinforces ‘normative’ ideals of behaviour and legitimates ideological control and the neo-liberal states agenda. The second ethnography that has influenced the theoretical positioning of this study is Goffman’s (2014) work ‘On The Run: Fugitive Life in an American city’ this ethnography totals a fully immersive ethnographic study of the backstreet drug trade and the violence that accompanies it, it focuses on the presumed criminality of disadvantaged youths and the survival strategies that they adopt. It is in fact the style of Goffman’s work in precarious situations and how she adopts a fly on the wall persona to observe the everyday violence of drug dealing, sometimes overtly but more often of a semi-covert nature, that is inspiring. The formation of her work in narrative style with much reflexive material included is also of value as a presentation tool for the dissertation upon completion. Farmer (2010) ‘Partner to the Poor’ utilised the word structural violence to describe the everyday violence that structural forces impose on the disadvantaged, dispossessed and poverty stricken. In anthropology structural violence draws on both history and the political economy highlighting how political-economic forces impose credible patterns of suffering that persecute marginalized populations in the name of neo-liberal structural policies. Structural violence also highlights how there is an element of resistance to the dominant social order, however Farmer states that the degree to which agency is constrained with the ability to resist marginalization is not always correlated to a degree that it is truly visible, that it is up to the ethnographer to expose the vagaries of resistance. This theoretical perspective would be instrumental in assessing how political- economic structures reinforce the social marginalization of underprivileged youth and how resistance occurs.  
Theoretical concepts that will be utilised in this study.
Drawing on the Centre for Contemporary Cultural Studies concept of social formation  thereby the ideology that practices, institutions, and forces create and disseminate the concept of deviance, I will assess the cultural, social, economic and discursive dimensions marginal youth come up against as constitutive of youth behaviours rather than secondary to them (Hall et al 2013). 
Why deviance and subcultural theoretical concepts?
Discarding postmodernist terminology and constructs such as neo-tribes and lifestyle choices, I will argue that youth subculture still exists to a degree and that youth feeling the elements of marginalisation and economic instability have recourse to drug taking and dealing. Within rave culture, free parties, and small festivals there is without doubt a feeling of inclusivity, a gathering of peoples with shared interests (Thornton 1995). Whilst it may lack the united performance and spectacular styles (Hebdidge 1979) of sub-cultures like goth or punk it clearly displays that youth are not homogenous. Neo-Gramscian subcultural theory utilises the concept of deviant behaviour to discuss deviance as a product of the economic and social problems of a society, surveying deviance as a predominantly working class based resistance against the norms of society and hegemonic cultural values, deviant subcultures are therefore perceived to act out in frustration at socio-economic inequalities (Haenfler 2013). 
Structural violence as a theoretical concept.
In order to critically examine the problems at hand it is necessary to define certain concepts, structural violence stems from an observation in which the ways poverty and inequality become embodied to such an extent that they are experienced as a violence upon the person (Farmer 2010). Austerity and the resultant socioeconomic processes inflict a feeling of dejection on persons who fail to subscribe to the neo-liberal concept of meritocracy (Littler 2018). Those who have failed to capitalise on their education for various reasons, failed to climb the meritocratic ladder are often those born without social capital (Bourdieu and Passeron 1977). Disadvantaged youth with low education attainment, low social mobility, behavioural issues or unsettled family life are now doubly if not trebly disadvantaged by what Littler (2018) would describe as ‘the egalitarian deficit’. Structural violence under any purported rule of law requires a level of maintenance and justification (Farmer 2010). The ideology of austerity and the concept of meritocracy operate to sustain the levels of subliminal structural violence operational within the UK, particularly in areas of deprivation and relative marginalisation.  
Research Paradigm.
Due to the holistic nature of the study I will be utilising a critical paradigm. A post-positivist perspective, critical theories situate themselves as an alternative paradigm to both the scientific, hypothesis led forms of positivism and the interpretivist concepts of the post-modernist turn (Rutzou 2016). Critical theory is concerned with agency, causation, the structure of society and peoples relation to it, therefore it is commonly adopted as a model for analysis by Gramscian Marxists like the CCCS researchers, French structuralist Marxists like Bourdieu and post-structuralists like Bourgois also utilise it in their studies (Rutzou 2016). Critical theory is not an empirical paradigm, but a reflexive philosophical stance based on an ontological analysis of social constructs concerned with the nature of causation and mapping the characterises of social realities, it is therefore ideally situated to a study of disadvantaged youth behaviour (Decoteau 2016). Combining empirical research elements, interpretivist skills and textual analysis particularly from a historical materialist perspective, it allows the researcher to inquire into the formation of structures and is particularly useful in looking into issues of social control and deviance (Decoteau 2016). Critical researchers adopt a holistic, moral, political standard by which to judge the situation of their study and yet practice their research with consideration for power imbalances and those affected by them (Hammersley 2001). However critical theory does have its weaknesses bound as it is to social values, the question of the subjective arises in whose values are of utmost importance.
Epistemology.
[bookmark: _Hlk30514180]The utilisation of a holistic epistemological approach allows for a politically but compassionate engaged critical ethnographic methodology. This approach adopted by Bourgois (2009) allows an awareness of the moral and ethico-political dimensions of ethnographic  studies (Sluka and Robben 2012). A holistic epistemological approach has been used by countless anthropologists in a critical paradigm like Scheper-Hughes (1995) who calls for a more ‘militant anthropology’ whilst retaining the compassionate gaze of the ‘engaged fieldworker’.  Anthropology sees ethnographers as witnesses, the purpose of a critical ethnography is to generate public discussion, influence and engage policy makers critically to achieve social change (Sluka and Robben 2012).  
Methodology.
Critical reflexive ethnography arose in response to a direct critique of existing fieldwork practices (Robben 2012). Robben (2012) states that behind the seemingly controlled emic and etic dialectic, there was an incessant form of negotiation about cultural representation, these objectified ethnographies were said to ignore the voice of the informant and the subjective experiences of the ethnographer. In response to critical theories a more reflexive ethnography emerged that accounted for the encounter between ethnographer and informant as an intersubjective engagement (Robben 2012). Bourgois  states that ethnography as a practice is in turn torn between “objectifying and humanizing, exploiting and giving voice, propagandizing and documenting injustice…” (2009:15).  Critically engaged ethnography requires a reflexive approach that allows for the anthropologist to embed their research in understandings of social science whilst exposing the issues that affect the most vulnerable in society, whilst establishing a political commitment to the persons they observe (Robben and Sluka 2012). A reflexive positionality is of utmost importance whilst conducting ethnographic research, it allows the researcher to reflect on any bias and note unforeseen ethical considerations. The adoption of a methodology conforming to the research design will see a triangulation of methods. Method triangulation posits for greater validity in an ethnographic methodological design, this is extremely viable if the research sample is particularly small (Creswell 2009). The three tools triangulated for this research  are Testimonio, covert/semi covert observations and a reflexive diary. The testimonio was chosen due to the extremely small sample size, being only two persons at present. Both people for this study are known to me, and both are over eighteen years of age but under twenty-four, there is hope that this sample size will snowball. The covert/semi covert research will be carried out at free-parties like St Pauls Carnival Bristol and its after party, and small local festivals like Continuum, Landed, and Tribute. The final research tool is the reflexive diary, which is an incredibly important tool for any ethnographer or researcher in the field.
Research Methods 1: Testimonio.
Recently ethnographers have sought to augment the voice of the research participant through a more involved process of ethnographic research in the production of narratives or texts (Robben and Sluka 2012). This is achieved through a form of co-authorship involving extensive direct quotes in the participants own voice (Robben and Sluka 2012). Bourgois (2009) states that it important to note how linguistics carry strong socio-structural differences, he states that throughout the narrative it is important to retain significant dialogical inflexes verbatim. Testimonio is an incredibly relevant form of narrative ethnography, functioning as a first person account of real social situations and written verbatim, it bears witness to accounts of social suffering, deprivation and marginalisation (Beverly 1996). Such narratives are intended to give voice to the informant to tell their story, their way, testimonios function as a protagonists account of lived life experience often written in novella length and told in the first person (Beverly 1996). Incredibly in-depth and detailed they are an extremely credible research tool with high validity due to the lack of researcher bias and influence over the narrative (Beverly 1996). Testimonio are excellent for small sampling sets such as this research has at present and are also valid for a snowball sampling technique. Testimonios will therefore function as the main body of my research assignment. These open ended narratives will be conducted in a place of the participants choosing. The initial contact will be followed up by an informal meeting, here the testimonio can be read over, altered or have elements removed as the participant desires. The right to withdraw from the study will also be reiterated and data protection laws will be referenced in conjunction to the withdrawal of information and disposal of it. Safeguarding mechanisms will be put in place for the participants with recourse to guidance from drug advisory centre DDAS (DDAS 2019).
Research Methods: Semi-covert observations.
Observing and documenting crowd scene behaviour is incredibly problematic, as Calvey (2017) states there are topics like the study of crowd behaviour that would be impossible to achieve in standard overt forms of observation and require a more flexible covert/semi covert ‘bystander’ approach. As Atkinson (2015) in his recent review of ethnography highlights, in a crowd scene the complexity of gaining and maintaining informed consent would be extremely difficult particularly in unbounded settings. He States, “this is not because we wish, in most cases to engage in covert research, but because the nature of the research itself is so profoundly an emergent property of the process of data collection and design”(2015:179). A proportion of my research will be undertaken observing crowd scenes and behaviour, whilst the people I attend these festivals and free parties with will know the purpose of my research it would be impossible to inform the thousands of people at these events, furthermore people’s behaviour changes once they are alerted to the fact that they are being studied. Drug taking is highly common at these events, it is easily observed and witnessed, however anyone who engages in conversation with me will be informed of the purpose of my study and consent gained via a recording if they are accessible to information shared being noted. The purpose of these observations is not however to engage with persons but merely to observe crowd behaviour. Parker and Crabtree (2014) state that covert research assists in illuminating how social groups live and act, they state that without covert research these persons would remain inaccessible that studying deviant behaviour covertly need not be devoid of ethical standards. Pink (2015) the video ethnographer states that she often records crowd scenes where not everyone is aware they are being recorded. Multiple ethnographies both historically and in the present  have elements of crowd observation where they have adopted a fly on the wall persona, this is often described as unobtrusive observation by the ethnographer (Calvey 2017).
The BSA state that:
There are serious ethical and legal issues in the use of covert research but the use of covert research methods may be justified in certain circumstances. For example, difficulties may arise when research participants change their behaviour because they know they are being studied. Researchers may also face problems when access to spheres of social life is closed to social scientists….                      (BSA March 2002).
The ASA state that:
Not everyone observed or photographed, especially in large crowds, will be known. Large scale events (such as festivals, political rallies or mass protests) are clearly legitimate and necessary foci of anthropological study, but should be subject to various ethical considerations.
                                                                    (ASA Ethical Guidelines 2011).

Covert observation or unobtrusive observation is essentially the best tool to observe crowd behaviour. However, it remains ethically charged and not without good reason. There are multiple ethical deliberations to take into consideration, this will be further discussed in the ethics section.

Research Methods: Reflexive Journal.
[bookmark: _Hlk30605950]Reflexive ethnography focuses primarily on the collection of dialogical data. The best research tool in ethnography is the researcher themselves, the researcher can bear witness, record and experience events that they chronicle. A reflexive positionality is therefore an imperative, this allows the researcher to consider any bias and its effects upon the research (Robben and Sluka 2012). In this proposed study a reflexive journal will be maintained, this will allow not only for a critical analysis of bias, but will also allow the researcher to evaluate the inter-subjective process of data collection, it also instils a working imperative  to assess and reassess ethical perspectives and positionality throughout the study (Ortlipp 2008). The reflexive journal will incorporate field notes particularly those made from unobtrusive observations whilst in the field, these however will not be written up in the field but in a reflective manner in a private setting at regular intervals within the fieldwork period. The reflexive journal allows the researcher to record methodological decisions and differing theoretical perspectives. It also acts as an intrinsic opportunity for the researcher to register thoughts and feelings, it is an incredibly cathartic  process but also serves as an excellent audit trail (Ortlipp 2008).  
Audit Trail and Data analysis.
A reflexive journal is highly accountable as an audit trail as it documents not only field data, but the ongoing thought process of the researcher and the theoretical perspectives that have led to the empirical study of literature, and how this has influenced and in turn been influenced by the study findings (Ortlipp 2008). The reflexive journal is also invaluable for the conduction of thematic analysis. Having no set in stone hypothesis and multiple theoretical positions I may or may not utilise, thematic analysis functions best to discover the relative themes for this research. Thematic analysis also works particularly well with informal open ended interviews or narrative testimonies. The identification of common themes throughout the research will be recorded. The testimonio and reflexive journal will both undergo analysis. The coding of data with highlighter pen in both the journal and testimonio transcripts allows the researcher to discover a common code or narrative, utilising a mind map themes can be identified from the codes, themes will also be constantly reviewed and assessed throughout the research process as the research data develops, theoretical empirical literature relevant to the research themes will be read, and the thematic analysis written up (Silverman 2017).
Ethics.
Ethical guidelines are highly relevant in any research particularly that of qualitative research, the safeguarding of participants is a predominant concern of anthropologists. The testimonios will be conducted along the lines of fully informed consent, with consent forms applicable to the research being given to the participants to peruse and sign in their own time. Participants will be reassured and notified that they can withdraw from the research at any time and that all data pertaining to them will be destroyed. This research will comply with all current data laws regarding storage and use, data minimization remains a priority of GDPR and information not relevant to the research will not be held, but will be destroyed. Explicit consent will be gained before the sharing or publishing of any data. Furthermore, information that may have the potential to directly harm the participants  will remain undocumented. Participants will be provided with a pseudonym to further protect their identity, whilst characteristics and features of the participants will not be described in any detail. Despite not adopting a cultural realism paradigm certain moral obligations remain in anthropology, the most important of these is not to judge your research participants. The abuse of illicit substances in this research despite being described as ‘deviancy’ is being analysed as social phenomena which does or does not occur in relation to resistance to oppressive structural practices. Therefore, the term ‘deviancy’ is utilised only in relation to the CCCSs narratives on resistance and not as a disparaging term. This research does not seek to judge the behavioural practices of the research participants, only to understand behaviour and critically assess the effects of oppressive state apparatus on disadvantaged young adults. Whilst Bourgois (2006) states there is not an explicitly wrong or right method to be utilised in the observation of illicit behaviours, semi/covert observation remains ethically charged. Minimalization behaviours will be adopted by the researcher to protect those she is observing, firstly those she observes will remain unidentifiable, secondly she will draw no unwarranted attention to their illicit behaviours whilst in the field, thirdly anyone engaged in illicit behaviour who makes contact with the researcher in the field will be given full details of the research project, guaranteed their anonymity and asked to give verbal consent which will be recorded on a phone, contact details will also be provided should they wish to withdraw their consent at a later date. Reiterating the stance of this research I would further highlight it is not the researchers intention to interview people at festivals or free parties especially when they may be under the influence, it is the observation of behaviours that is of interest. One of the elements of risk to covert research is the researcher ‘passing’  due to my frequenting festivals on a regular basis my visibility will not be questioned. It is furthermore not my intention in anyway to bring disrepute on the university during this study and should the university at any time have any qualms as to the ethos of my research I will agree to suspend the research in that particular area immediately with all relevant data destroyed and participants notified. The UWTSD, ASA and BSA ethical guidelines have been read and the researcher will have recourse to them throughout the study. 
Timeline and cost.  
Testimonios with research participants will commence in early May.
Continuum Festival 8th May -11th May. Prices. £35.00. and £10.00 live in vehicle (Culturecontinuum.org)
St Pauls Carnival, Bristol and free party 4th July. Hotel cost: £52.99
[bookmark: _Hlk30705179]Landed 1st August-2nd August . £60.00 £7.00 booking fee and £10.00 live in vehicle costs. (Fatsoma.com) 
[bookmark: _Hlk30705380]Tribute 28th- 30th August £63.00 and £30.00 live in vehicle pass.(thebigtribute.co.uk)
Follow up with research participants in early September. 
Data analysis will be an ongoing process, as thematic analysis is explored theoretical readings will be undertaken in conjunction. 
Dissertation write up based on undergraduate experience will take a maximum of three months, and should therefore be completed in early December.
Dissemination of research findings: With participants consent and the agreement of UWTSD the research may be placed on Research Gate to be published. 
Conclusion.
This research remains highly valid in today’s current climate. That there is a demography in society of young adults who are being denied the chances available to others due to cultural and social capital is undeniable. That they suffer a double deficit due to the structure of neo-liberal policies seems highly probable, but is that why recreational drug usage is so high amongst this age group and particularly high amongst those who come from deprived backgrounds? This research will be useful in helping to discover the drivers of drug usage. It will also demonstrate how austerity policies adopted by the neo-liberal state badly affect some of the most vulnerable in society and whether drug usage is an act of resistance or acting out in frustration at policies and the lack of opportunity available to young adults.    
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Appendices:-  Letter of introduction and  informed consent form.








Letter of introduction and informed consent form.

Study title: Subliminal structured violence: Are social policies fuelling the rise in recreational drug usage.    
Researchers:  Sara Louisa Norris.
 
Before agreeing to participate in this research, we strongly encourage you to read the following explanation of this study. This statement describes the purpose and procedures of the study. Also described is your right to withdraw from the study at any time.  This study has been approved by the Research Ethics Board of University Trinity Saint David.
 
Explanation of Procedures
This study seeks to see if there is a correlation between the numbers of youngsters in Ceredigion currently experimenting with recreational drugs and social policies adopted within  the neo-liberal agenda. Do governmental and social policies affect the way young adults regard their future? Why do young adults become involved in recreational drug taking? I am conducting this study to learn more about these questions since they have not been studied much in the past, particularly in regard to locality and age group. Participation in the study involves completion of a testimonio that allows you to inform the researcher in your own words of your life story this will last for approximately two hours, followed by a secondary interview this will allow you to read the testimonio and add or subtract elements from it. The interviews will be conducted by Sara Norris and directly inscribed. We will interview you at your convenience,  in a place of your choosing.   
 
Risks and Discomforts 
Potential risks or discomforts include possible emotional feelings of sadness and frustration when asked questions during the interview.  

Benefits 
The anticipated benefit of participation is the opportunity to discuss feelings, perceptions, and concerns related to the experience of your life history, and to contribute to an understanding of how social policies affect youth behaviour and potentially drug usage.    

Confidentiality
[bookmark: _GoBack]The information gathered during this study will remain confidential in secure premises during this project. Only the researcher will have access to the study data and information. There will not be any identifying names on the testimonios; they will be coded with a pseudonym.  Your names and any other identifying details will never be revealed in any publication of the results of this study. All information will be stored in compliance with GDPR. The results of the research will be published in the form of a research paper and may be published in a professional journal or presented at professional meetings.  It may also be published in book form.  The knowledge obtained from this study will be of great value in raising awareness of the growing usage of drugs amongst disenfranchised youth and youth behaviours. 

Withdrawal without Prejudice
 Participation in this study is voluntary; refusal to participate will involve no penalty.  You are free to withdraw consent and discontinue participation in this project at any time without prejudice or penalty.  You are also free to refuse to answer any question we might ask you.   
 
Further Questions and Follow-Up
 You are welcome to ask the researchers any questions that occur to you during the interview.  If you have further questions once the interview is completed, you are encouraged to contact the researcher using the contact information given below.  If, as a result of participating in this study you feel the need for further, longer term support, you are welcome to contact the researcher, or DDAS at 0330 3639997  for counselling and advise. 
 If you have other questions or concerns about the study please contact the chair of the Research Ethics Board at  University Trinity Saint David, 01267 676767
 
 I, _______________________________________ (name; please print clearly), have read the above information.  I freely agree to participate in this study.  I understand that I am free to refuse to answer any question and to withdraw from the study at any time.  I understand that my responses will be kept anonymous. 
 
 __________________________________________    _____________________  Participant Signature       Date 
 
 If: (a) you would like a copy of your testimonio once it is available.
 (b) you are interested in information about the study results as a whole and/or
 (c) if you would be willing to be contacted again in the future for a possible follow-up interview, please provide contact information below: 
 
Check those that apply: 
 
____ I would like a copy of my testimonio
 ____ I would like information about the study results
 ____ I would be willing to be contacted in the future for a possible follow-up interview 
 
Write your address clearly below.  Please also provide an email address if you have one. 
 
Postal address: 
Email address: 
Researcher contact information: Sara Louisa Norris.
01545 580 991 or contact by email at: 1501215@student.uwtsd.ac.uk.
Letter of introduction and informed consent downloaded from Concordia University College of Alberta. Altered to fit in with research.



