Gobbet 1: Cahiers from Rural Districts: Attack on Seigneurial Dues
[bookmark: _Hlk528790518]In this gobbet the primary source that is going to be analysed is a petition from the ‘rural communities’[footnoteRef:1] of Montjoye-Vaufrey in eastern France, describing the unfair taxes and daily burdens they endure. This was presented to Necker who was the financial minister for France. This source is a combination of voices of the rural people of France in 1789 and was written to highlight the unfair feudal system and taxes that the third state were faced with. Highlighted in the source are wider; social, political and economic issues.  [1:  Cahiers from Rural Districts, Attack on Seigneurial Dues, http://chnm.gmu.edu/revolution/exhibits/show/liberty--equality--fraternity/item/3136 [accessed 31st October 2018].] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]In this source written by the people, they express the everyday social issues they must endure, these mainly being; poverty, inequality and general poor living standards. The writer of the petition uses a very emotive language using words such as ‘crushed, inhumane, cruelty, slavery and poor’[footnoteRef:2] to express the shared mood of the rural people. In the first paragraph the writer expresses how poor the natural land is, the soil being ‘naturally barren’[footnoteRef:3] stating it does not produce healthy crops. With unhealthy soil the writer then explains how they are burdened with ‘the tithe of the sixth sheaf’[footnoteRef:4] and how it is impossible to meet the required demand. With the bad harvests of 1788 and 1789 this would have put a further strain on peasantry, as Eric Hobsbawm states ‘hurt the peasantry, hurt the urban poor.’[footnoteRef:5] The right of mortmain, death duty was very unfair and led to people ‘begging for alms’[footnoteRef:6] after losing what was rightfully theirs to the Lord. This wider social issue that was festering in France ultimately became a catalyst for revolution in France. [2:  Cahiers from Rural Districts, Attack on Seigneurial Dues, http://chnm.gmu.edu/revolution/exhibits/show/liberty--equality--fraternity/item/3136 [accessed 31st October 2018].]  [3:  Cahiers from Rural Districts, Attack on Seigneurial Dues, http://chnm.gmu.edu/revolution/exhibits/show/liberty--equality--fraternity/item/3136 [accessed 31st October 2018].]  [4:  Cahiers from Rural Districts, Attack on Seigneurial Dues, http://chnm.gmu.edu/revolution/exhibits/show/liberty--equality--fraternity/item/3136 [accessed 31st October 2018].]  [5:  E. Hobsbawm, THE AGE OF REVOLUTION 1789-1848, (London: Abacus, 1977) p. 81.]  [6:  Cahiers from Rural Districts, Attack on Seigneurial Dues, http://chnm.gmu.edu/revolution/exhibits/show/liberty--equality--fraternity/item/3136 [accessed 31st October 2018].] 

Social-economic issues are present throughout the source, as the writer intended to highlight. Two economic issues relating to unfair labour the writer focuses on are corvées and the activity of beating the wood. Vassals had to preform five days of unpaid labour to the feudal lord, normally in exchange for protection and alliance. The writer expresses how unfair it is that the vassals still must pay the tithe and mortmain taxes. Mainly the writer wants to highlight how the seigneur provides work ‘when it is convenient for him.’[footnoteRef:7] The vassals are being portrayed as slaves. The writer states ‘the poor are no more exempt than the richest inhabitant’[footnoteRef:8] this indicates the distribution of tax is not fair and hitting the poor the hardest. Beating the woods is where the people seem more frustrated. They beat the woods for the Lord to hunt and miss out on a day’s work but receive nothing in return. These statements put forward by the people demonstrate economic inequality but also inequality in labour.  [7:  Cahiers from Rural Districts, Attack on Seigneurial Dues, http://chnm.gmu.edu/revolution/exhibits/show/liberty--equality--fraternity/item/3136 [accessed 31st October 2018].]  [8:  Cahiers from Rural Districts, Attack on Seigneurial Dues, http://chnm.gmu.edu/revolution/exhibits/show/liberty--equality--fraternity/item/3136 [accessed 31st October 2018].] 

Political-economic issues are highlighted in the petition. The people were trying to explain the corruption, greed of the feudal lord and put forth the unjust they must live with. In the last part of the petition the people explain how on many occasions they have taken the seigneur to court, in the hope he will be legally bound to follow the rules and not make up his own rights and laws. The corruption of the judicial system is highlighted when the writer explains how the lord is compensated if people refuse to beat the wood, ‘his judge never fails to rule in favour.’
This petition by the rural communities of Montjoye-Vaufrey is very significant to understanding how the third estate were suffering under the ancient regime and corrupt feudal lords. The ‘rising of new social forces’[footnoteRef:9] enlightened thinkers and their works are inspiring people to speak out against poor living conditions in France. This source also provides an insight into wider social, economic, political factors that may have contributed to the revolution of 1789 [9:  E. Hobsbawm, THE AGE OF REVOLUTION 1789-1848, (London: Abacus, 1977) p. 76.] 
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