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This essay discusses the processes of marriage in legal terms. More specifically, it focuses on who citizens were legally allowed to marry in Ancient Athens. It will look at marriages between different family members,  the legality of marriage between citizens and slaves, as well as the legal dissolution of marriage.

In Classical Athens, marriages were dissolved easily by either spouse[footnoteRef:1]; any children would remain with the husband, leaving the wife free to remarry and produce more children. [1:  Harrison, A.R. (1998) The Law of Athens Volume 1. 2nd Ed. p.21.] 


It is thought that being related by blood might have been a bar to marriage, however there were many recorded cases of a married couple being related to one another. An uncle could marry his niece (whether the daughter of either brother or sister), the fathers brother “often had  the first claim”[footnoteRef:2]. [2:  Dem. 44 Leoch. 10, 59 Neair. 2, 22, Lys. 32 Diogeit. 4, Isai. 10 Aristrsch. 5.] 


Marriage between siblings varied in legal terms based on their parents. Brothers and sisters of the same mother ware forbidden from marriage, while siblings from the same father but different mother were legally allowed to marry[footnoteRef:3][footnoteRef:4]. [3:  Harrison, A.R. (1998) The Law of Athens Volume 1. 2nd Ed. p.22.]  [4:  Nepos, Cim. 1. ] 


Adoptive relationships were no bar to marriage, men with only daughters often adopted a son to marry his daughter as a way to continue the oikos[footnoteRef:5].  [5:  Harrison, A.R. (1998) The Law of Athens Volume 1. 2nd Ed. p.23.] 


Marriages between men and women of different status varied in legal terms. A formal union between a slave and a free person could not take place[footnoteRef:6], however there was possibly the opportunity for an informal marriage. An informal marriage could likely be formed between a free man and a slave woman, however this is not the case for a free woman and a slave man[footnoteRef:7]. This distinction is likely because citizenship of the child depended on the citizenship of the father[footnoteRef:8]. In some cases, slaves could buy their freedom[footnoteRef:9] and could therefore get around this legislation. [6:  Harrison, A.R. (1998) The Law of Athens Volume 1. 2nd Ed. p.24.]  [7:  Becker, Plat. 70, Erdmann, Ehe 195.]  [8:  Todd, (1995) Shape of Athenian Law. p.177.]  [9:  Todd, (1995) Shape of Athenian Law. p.186.] 


There were many different, sometimes contradictory, laws when it came to marriage. Despite there being an unwritten agreement in Athens that marriage between relatives was “repugnant”[footnoteRef:10] [footnoteRef:11], it often happened. [10:  Harrison, A.R. (1998) The Law of Athens Volume 1. 2nd Ed. p.22.]  [11:  Plato, Laws 838.] 
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