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Part 1 – Initial development of the Project Proposal: My Title, Aim and Objectives 

	Student Name
	Hyacinth Thomas

	Output chosen
	Desk-Based Project

	Main areas of interest
	Domestic Violence against Women in the UK

	The main thing I want to get out of this module is
	I want to gain an in depth understanding of the dynamics that perpetuate domestic violence against women. I want to critically analyse the theme of power and the role it plays and if it can be addressed at both societal and legislative perspectives.

	Is the aim of your research a Question, comparison, investigation, critique, or improvement?
	My aim is to investigate domestic abuse against women in the UK 

	[bookmark: _Hlk86674614]Title 
	An Investigation of domestic abuse against women in the UK in the context of family settings

	[bookmark: _Hlk86675010]Objective 1
	What is domestic abuse and to what extend is it affecting women in the UK

	Objective 2
	[bookmark: _Hlk86674565]Analyse the nature of domestic abuse against women within the family setting

	Objective 3
	Evaluate the impact of domestic abuse on women and the legislation and policies in place to protect women

	Objective 4
	Recommendations for future practice for professionals working with victims of domestic abuse

	What resources or people will I need?
	Secondary Sources- Journal Articles, Reviews, Academic Articles, Books

	What am I most confident about?
	Literature Review

	What am I most nervous about?
	Methodology Section

	Any questions or comments?
	I really struggle using the computer will I get any support to assist me?




Part 2 - Main Project Proposal

An Investigation of domestic abuse against women in the UK in the context of family settings.

a) Aim and objectives:

Aim
The aim of the dissertation is to investigate the nature and extent of domestic violence against women in the UK in the context of intimate relationships and the impacts of this. 

Objectives
· What is domestic abuse and to what extend is it affecting women in the UK
· Analyse the nature of domestic abuse against women within the family setting
· Evaluate the impact of domestic abuse on women and the legislation and policies in place to protect women
· Recommendations for future practice for professionals working with victims of domestic abuse


b) Background:

Women’s Aid (2021 p1) define domestic abuse as “an incident or pattern of incidents of controlling, coercive, threatening, degrading and violent behaviour, including sexual violence, in the majority of cases by a partner or ex-partner, but also by a family member or carer. It is very common. In the vast majority of cases, it is experienced by women and is perpetrated by men”. The definition can be slightly different depending on academic discourse and context, but the nature of the issue remains prevalent, not just in the UK but across the globe. Historically, domestic abuse has always been considered as a ‘gendered crime’ with its roots presumed to be in the societal inequalities that exist between men and women (Dobash & Dobash, 2004). Hester (2013) concurs, stating that in most cases violence is perpetrated against a woman, simply because she is a woman. In their research, Women’s Aid (2021) found that “sexism and misogyny set the scene for male abusive partners’ coercive and controlling behaviours” (p11). Furthermore, sexism and misogyny can be used to in- appropriately legitimise abusive behaviours and patterns towards women by men in intimate relationships (Women’s Aid, 2021).   
Whilst the majority of violence experienced by women is in the context of intimate relationships; they are also more likely to suffer and experience domestic abuse in the workplace, harassment in the public domain, stalking, cyber bullying and sexual assaults than any other gender (Myhill, 2017). Research also highlights that the extent to which domestic violence is experienced by women is irrespective of race, class ethnic or religious affiliation, disability etc (Myhill, 2017). The dominant theme in most cases is the shame and embarrassment that is experienced by women who experience domestic abuse as they likely internalise the experiences which are most likely to include a strong psychological component and this can contribute to the abuse being kept hidden (The Salvation Army, 2020).

b) Methods:

The research will be desk-based and thus relying on secondary sources. The dissertation is qualitative in nature looking to investigate the lived experiences of women affected by domestic in the context of intimate relationships. The main method will be a literature review. A literature review is a piece of academic writing that demonstrates knowledge and an in-depth understanding of the academic literature on a specific topic placed in context, including a thorough critical evaluation of the material. 

c) Resources: 

The University Library will be used as the main source of resources to research on journals and current publications. I will also use Google scholar 



d) Timescale:
	Timeline
	Activity

	November
	I will try to complete the introduction


	December
	Background

	January
	Method

	February
	Results and discussion 

	March
	Results and discussion

	April
	Conclusion and recommendation
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