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Exhibition Evaluation

An exhibition featuring a collection of artworks from various artists, this written evaluation will discuss the makings of the end of year Fine Art 2nd year show, reviewing the high and low points from start to finish.

Of course, the first thing in any discussion regarding an exhibition was for everyone to determine what they wanted to submit from their personal practice for presentation at the show. Early on in the planning process, we as a group would have numerous meetings in and outside of lecture times in order to compile ideas for our show. We would individually propose our ideas for what could make it into the show, considering location, nearby works, lighting etc. with the input of our peers and lecturers.
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Fig. 1, My initial exhibition proposals
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Fig. 2, Photograph of Ishihara diptych at Exhibition, 2023

Fig. 2 depicts my artwork contribution to the exhibition, following discussions and input from peers and lecturers during proposals. I submitted a diptych I’d been working on for much of the academic year, feeling it strongly represents the direction my practice has explored in the past year.
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Fig. 3, View of space in exhibition
Placement of works was heavily considered in the curation of this show, given the vast range of topics, mediums and visual aesthetics employed within. To discover what works may complement one another, we undertook an exercise conducted by lecturer Holly Slingsby where we placed artworks next to one another in trial and error until a relationship, whether visual or contextual was revealed. I found this to be complicated in regard to my work, as there were no immediate similarities to the other artworks in the show, but I feel this made its placement in the show stronger. As both works besides mine had a free, or flowing energy to them, the visual rigidness of my diptych created an interesting dynamic and separation from and between the neighbouring artworks.

During these meetings leading up to the show, we would determine ‘jobs’ for everyone to manage throughout the time leading up to and the during public opening of the show. These jobs would range from producing a catalogue of statements for each artist in the show, art prints to be purchased, two complimentary drinks bars, and more. My role, along with four of my peers, was to organise and run the drinks bar. This would go on to include collecting money from participating students to fund costs of purchasing a variety of soft drinks, alcoholic drinks, cups etc. This portion of the job went smoothly, as we simply had to stay put behind the bar, greet and serve our audience, providing us a good opportunity to chat about their thoughts on the show. One unforeseen factor that had an impact on the experience was a last-minute decision to sell the art prints and catalogues at the bar area, leaving us in charge of this too. We were unaware of this until minutes before opening, due to this lack of communication, we were unprepared in knowing the prices of each item and having cash to hand ready for transactions. This factor, along with the large amount of footfall that the show welcomed saw us behind the bar for the entire duration of the show, unable to experience the show ourselves at peak energy.

In the weeks leading up to our show, we determined one of the best ways to draw attention to our upcoming show would be online promotion. We did this in the form of creating a dedicated Instagram page, allowing a larger outreach through shares and interactions with the page. The page features posts giving information about our exhibition, documenting the construction of the show, ongoing short profiles for exhibiting artists, and ‘teasers’ of each artwork in the show, as can be seen in figure 4.
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Fig.4, Screenshot of Exhibition teaser from https://www.instagram.com/raw_art_collective_/

Along with an online presence to promote our show, we of course adopted traditional methods to do this, producing posters to spread information across the university, and the town of Swansea. 
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Fig. 5, Exhibition Poster.


In terms of collecting research to influence the construction of our group exhibition, I wanted to review some exhibitions that we’d visited as a collective group in the past. Exhibitions ranging from local, more intimate shows like the Swansea Open, 2023, to large scale events like the 2022 Venice Art Biennale. I personally found this approach useful as I built my own opinions and outlook on each of these shows, but could also hear the opinions of my peers, their positive feedback or criticisms and take these into consideration in the curation of our own show.
I found this influenced my outlook on our own exhibition, as one of the similarities between our exhibition and others I’ve mentioned is the vast variety of mediums of working, whether it came down to topic and context of the work, or the physical manifestations of these being through painting, sculpture, film etc., we had to find a way to make these pieces flow together but be seen as individual entities. An example of this that comes to mind is in the foyer section of our show, where Megan Kane and Anastasia Sevcova had featured works of a similar topic and aesthetic, therefore were intentionally placed in the same vicinity, but separated enough to allow both to exist individually.

Overall, our exhibition was a success, in terms of creation and upon public opening, there were very little complications, and those few were resolved quickly. Our opening night received plenty of footfall, and positive feedback throughout.
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