Tenby Report
1. Using one of the establishments visited how easy is it to gain a sense of what constitutes Welsh culture?
This report establishes whether the seaside town of Tenby is as Welsh as its heritage might suggest and looks at what Tenby must contribute to Welsh culture. It begins with a detailed description about the town and what it looks like whilst pointing out the many staples and monumental structures that really stand out in the town, to give it the character that is Tenby. Tenby has a rich and diverse heritage that reflects its history and the Welsh culture, but how much of this is apparent to visitors? How well does Tenby present its Welsh identity? 
The aesthetically pleasing and diverse town of Tenby is a seaside town, located in the south of Wales in the county of Pembrokeshire. It is a small town with two beaches, the two beaches are separated by a hill which was once the foundation of the Castle that overlooked not only the town and its subjects but also the sea, keeping an eye out as it would be a strategic location. There are still remnants and evidence left on the hill to this very day. A piece of old castle wall is left standing as a reminder of what was and just in front of the wall stands a memorial named ‘the prince consort memorial’ (British Listed Buildings. 2021). The memorial can be seen from both ends of each beach providing a landmark. The hill is also well provided with benches for people to sit and really take in the sights. The hill also has an arsenal of Culverin cannons, one example explains that “This 17th Century Culverin Cannon is located on a rocky headland overlooking the North Beach, looking down on the Lifeboat Stations. The cannons were used to defend the Walled Town of Tenby, South Wales” (Waymarking.com. 2021). Just off to the south of the hill there lies another hill, separated by erosion and holds a stone fort on top, this fort hill can only be accessed when the tide in out, for the only way to get there is walking across the beach. The town was once completely guarded from land by a wall, a wall that reached from beach to beach, blocking off access to the medieval town and the castle on the hill. The wall still stands to this day, although one end of it has been removed for road access to the shops and town centre and this also allows access to the docks that lies between the castle hill and the left beach when looking in the direction of the castle, offshore. Just across the bay to the right there is a small island that has been separated from the mainland called Caldey island
The harbour is small for what was once a port, containing approximately thirty boats. When the tide goes out, all the boats that are in the bay become completely beached and must wait until high tide again to be used.  The road that follows up from the key leads to a junction where multiple roads lead off in all directions, one leads to the castle and also where the museum stands, another leads to the lifeboat to the left round the side of the castle hill whilst at the junction there are a series of what looked like fishing huts but have been converted to advertisements and stalls in which you can buy tickets for trips around to the island of Caldey and or other such activities. Another road goes round to the right as it takes one to the town centre where there are many shops and amenities that would attract tourists. When first looked at, this town seems very Welsh in nature but the more one walks through it, there are buildings that are more related to Victorian buildings that would be found in London for example. The buildings are a prime example of medieval stonework merged with brickwork because the more modern buildings have been built within and around what was already there and the town and has expanded out of the walls and has grown far bigger than the walls were originally intended for. The church is an important feature because it stands taller than the other buildings and stands as a religious symbol in the middle of the town and the height means it could be seen from miles around.
To assess how easy, it is to constitute Welsh culture in Tenby Is difficult because it comes with so many new things that are in fact not Welsh. When witnessing the town from the inside, it becomes noticeable that it has turned from what was once a medieval town overlooked by a castle to what is now a popular tourist attraction, most parts of it are directed at tourism, for example, The shops which hold souvenirs and encourages visitors into wanting mementos. There are also a series of restaurants spread about to accommodate the many people that stroll down the old streets, to let them indulge in a nice meal whilst taking in the scenery. One such restaurant has a balcony that is on the edge of a cliff looking down over the harbour and bay, this seems to be not just a place to go but is more an experience. Another important thing to consider with Welsh culture in Tenby are the people of Tenby, the people are important because the people who live there currently, could be families that have been living there for generations. A fair majority of the populous of the town are visitors and tourists all who speak English or even more foreign languages, these people bring in a large amount of income and popularity to the town but what in this town feels Welsh? “From their very distinctive language to the rich and long history of the region, the Welsh are proud to hold their culture so close to their hearts.” (Nguyen, Y, 2015). This Suggests that perhaps the history of the region and the language itself are both the major parts of Welsh culture and that without Welsh speaking at all, it loses its Welsh. 
When visiting Tenby, everyone speaks English and only a few Welsh people are identifiable due to their accent, these individuals were mainly shop workers and owners. According to Rideout, J, “Tenby is named the second best place to live in the UK post-Covid” (Rideout, J. 2021). This is an example of the high esteem and admiration that Tenby has achieved through tourism, people have loved their visits so much that they want to live there and many of them are clearly not from Wales, perhaps therefore Tenby is feeling less Welsh because more outsiders want to come live there and have done so. This is further evidence that it is getting harder and harder to see the Welsh culture within the people. However, the fact remains that the town is historical in its own rights and still has its medieval structures as mentioned previously, the mere viewing of these ancient monuments sends thoughts of history and legacy of the Welsh to a person’s mind, it makes one not only want to explore but also learn more about it. Fortunately, there are information boards spread out around the town to give some factual history to interested parties which help people to understand the history and what Tenby has gone through. But does it make it easier to understand Welsh culture with just facts, maybe, but nevertheless, it is a first but small step to understanding it. What furthers the town for its part in Welsh culture are the things that promote it, the people are welcoming, it contributes the heritage of the castle ruins and the walls as a part of the Welsh culture and the tall church, the mixing of architecture, maybe it all contributes.
Its odd how the old Welsh stone buildings are seen to be merged within the new architecture which is significant because it shows that they are revealing what was there but also covering most of it up with more modern building techniques, what if this is a sign of moving forward but not forgetting the roots of the towns heritage, showing just that much of old brick work to make people question and wonder what this place used to look like before all of its modernisations. It is also worth noting that the small curved roads are more designed for people or maybe even horses but cars have to squeeze down through them and get people to move out of the way who are walking across, it is a in convenience but necessary for the shops and people that live and work within the town.
In conclusion it is harder than imagined defining Welsh culture from such a busy and tourist ridden town. Yes, it gets good income from the nearly endless yearly visitors and has great publicity which encourages even more people to come. However, the Welsh buildings are what gives the town more character, mixed in with the buildings that look like they were dragged from London, tiny, curved roads which fill one’s head with mystery and the need to explore, allowing them to discover more Welsh culture without people even realising. The church is a religious symbol of Christianity which serves as historical value to show that they were Christians and Welsh which would have been seen from miles around. To say that Tenby feels Welsh, would be a lie, it is in fact not easy to get a sense of Welsh Culture in Tenby because although there are Welsh people there are glimpses of medieval buildings and the layout is all very small and cramped and it is known to be in Wales. It doesn’t feel Welsh, sure it has lovely views and scenery like most of the country of Wales, but it feels more like a getaway resort, it has its fish and chip shops, and its ice cream shops and all the amenities that are needed for tourism. Perhaps the town was once feeling very Welsh and cultural, but it has somehow evolved to survive by accommodating tourism rather than getting by on trade and fishing by its port. One of the main things that are advertised are the beaches, excellent tourist destinations with a beautiful town and somewhere along the way to promoting its beauty, they seem to prefer to tourism more than the actual history of the town. To add, the use of merged modern day building techniques and the exposure of the old medieval brickwork really does contribute to the mystery of the Welsh heritage that derives from it.
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