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The principles behind company developed throughout the 70’s and 80’s. These where adopted and taught by several groups, from the Boy Scouts of America to the United States Forest Service. The first wide spread teaching of the principles for leave to trace was in 1990, 4 years before the company started.  Leave no Trace is a non-profit organisation who main source of funding is through donations.

Leave no Trace works in 2 ways, firstly through educating people about the 7 principles of leave no trace. The Education has been the largest part of the organisation, as Max Peterson in 1985 states that the education of outdoor ethics is far more effective than the enforcement of them. Quoting that the ratio stands at 9:1 Marion and Reid (2001). 

The other Method is through projects to clean up damaged eco-systems. Most recent of which is to clean up of Beaver Lake in Bellvue, Grubb (2012). The Organisation now stands at 25000, across 25 countries, all run by Dana Watts, (the Director). The Company is currently based out of Boulder Colorado, however it is an internationally recognized organisation. Where they work closely with the outdoor community, Grubb (2012) mentions workshops through the local REI shop, for outdoor enthusiasts.   

The organisation also provides courses to educate people further which covers workshops all the way through to Master Educator Course. They have also produced 16 different leaflets and booklets covering different outdoor sports and environments and how to reduce impact.

The aims of Leave No Trace INC haven’t changed since the company started. With the intent to pass on knowledge, reduce damage and impact on the natural environment.

The company is looking at expanding through Central and South American Countries, this has already started through offering the Master Educator Course in spanish, Marion and Reid (2001). This is designed to support the leave no trace programs running already in those countries (No Deje Rastro). 

Leave No Trace is Important for Learning in the Outdoors and Plays a big role in educating  enthusiasts, as a way to preserve the environments we use for sports. It also converts the damaged areas back to their former glory, this result means that the Natural environments will decrease at a much slower pace. With more people being educated this could potentially reach a point where these areas will remain in balance. 
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