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[bookmark: _Toc165559569]Introduction
In this assessment, I will discuss reflection. I will also describe academic, research, and reference skills in this assignment which was very important for my academic journey in the university. I will use Gibbs’ Reflective cycle in this reflection process. Gibbs’ reflective cycle module has different stages which are description, feelings, evaluation, analysis, conclusion, and action plan (Adeani et al. 2020).
[bookmark: _Toc165559570]Gibbs Reflection Model - 
[bookmark: _Toc165559571]Description
Reflecting on a time in my university journey gives me ideas about my skills, interests, and areas of improvement. This reflection is based on my group assignment work during my university journey.  My teacher assigned me to do group assignment work with my other 5 batchmates. It was a written group work about students' overview of print media. Every one of us had different skills, interests, and weaknesses. We also had different expectations about how we wanted to complete this group work. My teacher made me the group lead of our project. I divided every research and writing element between us so that everyone had only one topic to research and write about. At first, we did not set any time for us to sit together and write. We just discussed the assignment topic between us and how we will do the research and write. We had a deadline to submit the assignment and we decided that we would merge the assignment the day before the deadline. However, the plan did not work. One day I decided we should sit together and oversee everyone's assignment work. After that, I got to know that everyone is not following the same writing style or same research style even assignment points also did not match with each other. As we thought we would be able to complete our assignment individually we had other plans and work at a later time.  We had to rewrite our assignment. We did not have enough time. We dropped all of our plans and worked to complete the assignment within the deadline after university everyone came to my house to complete the assignment. After a lot of ups and down we were able to complete the assignment within the deadline. 
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It might be difficult to talk about my feelings through the project work. First, all of my group members selected me as a team leader to carry out this assignment. This is a great opportunity to guide our team, help me to improve my academic journey and give me a huge mark. It was really an exciting job because the project was a reflection of my academic journey. I was excited to share my knowledge about this assignment. Sometimes the project is moved forward and many challenges start to come in. We were working in the same place and I suddenly realised that their writing style and research styles were different. So we decided to work individually then the submission date was coming in. I was concerned about our ability to submit an assignment that would stand up to examination and fulfil our deadline. But there was far more essential leadership work to be done, like navigating deadline pressure, team member's contribution, and focusing discussion on our academic skills. As a leader, I have stressed many times. Even with these challenges, these were the times I felt satisfied. Every difficulty we have been able to overcome, successful team bonding and taking initiative to our approach. The academic journey through the assignment helped me to learn lessons about leadership, and collaborate with team members. 
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This assignment was very helpful for me. I was able to identify my skills, areas of interest, and improvement. Research is a process of gaining knowledge. We can gain new knowledge and information from research. Research is data collecting and analysis. Research plays a vital role in education. This assignment helped me to identify my research interest. I was able to gain new knowledge, information, and new technologies. Research helps us get accurate information about our research. Effective communication skills are needed for a group project. The term communications means transferring data to another person (Saxena et al. 2022).  Communication skills help individual persons to share thoughts and ideas. Communication also helps to create a positive environment where different people are working together. I also identified my writing and communication skills. I was able to communicate with every other team member. When everyone was not able to communicate efficiently. I listened to them patiently and after that, I explained to everyone about my own and others' thoughts. I have better writing skills than any average student on our campus. Writing skills are very essential for practical education. Most writing in our assignment was done by me.  My searching skills like using AI or Google got improved yet it needed more improvement. I had to use SEO and AI. I was able to get accurate data using AI devices.  I found out I was not comfortable as a group leader where I had to assign work to everyone. As a group leader, I needed to be strict with everyone and I felt uncomfortable as they were my batchmates and also friends. 
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Our academic assignment work division worked well for everyone's effective communication about their strength and in which part they can work well. We divided that assignment according to our strengths. Everyone's work came out as naturally as everyone was working in their comfortable area. This approach saved us some time as our first work did not match. After completing the assignment we needed to piece together everyone's sections and the last finishing about referencing and citations. It cost us some extra time. We rushed for our rewrite to meet the deadline. The fact that at first we thought we could do the assignment separately and did not have any plan led us to this rushed situation. Each member had their strengths and weaknesses. Yet some needed skills we had in common were Academic writing skills, Research skills, and Referencing skills. Academic writing skills are the necessary ability and technique which is needed for effective communication to share information and ideas in an academic format (Hopkins and  Reid, 2024). Academic writing skills were important for us to portray the research findings, thoughts, and arguments very persuasively and clearly. Academic writing skills also helped us to complete the assignment on time. We were able to write very fast for our academic writing skills. We did not have to check our grammar or sentences for our skills which helped us to save a lot of time. Research skills refer to the ability and technique to find answers to any question, searching for information about any topic, or solutions to any problem (Indeed, 2024). We were able to investigate every assignment topic for our research skills. Research skills helped us to gather a lot of information, analyse data, and also help us to conclude. It also helped us to get an appropriate methodology according to our assignment. Referencing is giving acknowledgment to the source of information used in work (Newcastle University, 2024). We all knew about referencing and had the skills to do proper referencing. We used Harvard-style referencing in our project. Referencing helped us to avoid plagiarism. In-text citations also helped to know which part was taken from a particular reference site. 
[bookmark: _Toc165559575]Conclusion
Reflecting on the whole assignment in my academic journey I will use Gibbs's reflective cycle with different stages of description, feelings, evaluation, analysis, conclusion, and action plan. There are many strengths that help us to fulfil our assignments.  My main learning issues are with writing skills, research efficiency and reference skills. Weakness is improved by taking some initiative strategy. 
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	Skills to be Improved
	Actions to be Taken
	Time Bound

	Academic writing skills
	I will focus on reading widely and practice writings regularly that improve my skills. I will give more attention to my writing by joining a course. It helps me to improve my grammar correctly. Ensuring no grammar, punctuation or spelling mistakes will help my writing become clear. For guidance, I can use many tools such as grammar and spell checkers. It helps me to spot the mistakes. I will also maintain a schedule to utilise time management when working.                                                                        
	I will enhance this skill within 4 months. 

	Research skills 
	My focus will be on improving my research skills. First I will identify my topic and be able to choose the right sources. Using new technologies or tools will help me to gain new research skills. The use of the internet is variable because of its low cost. At the same time, librarians will also help with their knowledge of your research.   Also, I will use my critical thinking skills. It helps me to develop my research skills. 
	It will take 2 months to improve these skills. 

	Referencing skills
	I will use a dictionary for unfamiliar and difficult words. Several students know this. So I will discuss those words. Before submitting I will review and revise those works. It can improve my referencing skills. 
	I will enhance my referencing skills within 6 months. 
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Reflection of the project focuses on strengths in group work, communication and time management. However, the need to enhance academic writing skills, research skills and reference skills can be identified. For Personal Development, This boosts our academic life. 
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