Exploring art made or curated outside the gallery space, discuss how artists have developed art practice utilising space (and or place). Providing evidence from at least 2 artists and thinkers.
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Introduction 

The type of site-specific art I have decided to talk about, is tattoo art. It has existed for thousands of years, from many cultures and evolved in many ways. (MEDermis Laser Clinic, 2018) (Museo Archeologico dell’Alto Adige, 2016) This style of art is usually performed and created inside of a studio space, in modern day countries like the UK, Australia and the USA require specific sanitary and hygiene levels for these shops to run. Due to the nature of the job, and risks of infection. (www.gov.uk, n.d.) (GOV.UK, n.d.) 
 The second the person has been tattooed, they will carry that around with them, wherever they go, for as long as their skin is intact. This means the human body is considered a canvas site by all that are willing to draw on it. This leaves endless opportunities for different outcomes, by different artists. Even if they have the exact same design or concept, was tattooed by multiple artists, will never look exactly the same.  (WetCanvas: Online Living for Artists, 2017) Tattoos are another way of outwardly reflecting the things that have most significant meanings to you, like a permanent T-shirt. There are many styles of tattoos, that are constantly evolving and contain different semiotics with different meanings to their placements on the human body. (Rose. M, 2023) Referring to different religions, interests, codes, political messages, anything you could think of – could be represented on the canvas site, that is skin. (Karasu M.D., 2023) The person that is being tattooed, is sometimes significant to the tattoo style itself, such as, when doing some cultural designs, like Māori/ Polynesian tattoos, otherwise it could be viewed as cultural appropriation. 



























Sak Yant

An example of a cultural tattoo that has symbolic meaning are, Sak Yant tattoos. A traditional Thai tattoo, rising from the Khmer Empire. This practice has to be performed by a trained monk, known as a Sak Yant master. (Sak Yant Chang Mai, 2020) Taught by specific temples across Thailand. As its popularity had dwelled amongst common working-class people, towards the end of the 20th century. In 2003, the rates of appreciation for the tradition rose again, after Angelina Jolie openly received a Sak Yant tattoo. (Anon, 2022) This tattoo was performed by Sak Yant master, Ajarn Noo Kanpai. (Kanpai, n.d.)  Ajarn Noo Kanpai is known for having tattooed multiple other celebrities, such as Cara Delveigne and Michelle Rodriguez. Residing currently in Pathum Thani, Thailand. Where many people a year, will travel for one of his tattoos. The main body location of the majority of his Sak Yant tattoos, is the back. He does also specialise in line and dotwork. So, people are not just travelling to him for Sak Yant specifically. (Ajarn Noo Kanpai, n.d.) (www.youtube.com, 2018) There are few places you can go in Thailand to get these tattoos legitimately, as not every monastery will offer this service. And there is known to be, some fake Sak Yant tattoo studios. These are known as bamboo tattoos, because this is what they are offered, promoted and sold as. (Sak Yant Chiang Mai, 2020a) These places usually have their designs in booklets, which is a massive red flag because Sak Yant designs are protected from being stolen and chosen specifically for your needs. So wouldn’t be on display outside. 
An artist example of a current Sak Yant master, is Ajarn Ohr, (Ajarn, translating roughly to professor, in English). He has been in the industry for over 30 years after studying the magical scriptures, symbols and mantras of Sak Yant. He is located in Bangkok Thailand and is an artist willing to tattoo women. Also allowing them to take part in Wai Khruan, an initiation ceremony between teacher and student. (Bangkok Ink tattoo Group, 2020) This is, however, not always the case. As some tattoo artists do refuse to tattoo women, due to religious devotional motives. 
 The location on the body of Sak Yant tattoos are definitely specific and they do have rules around them. (G, 2018) The most common locations are, on or between the shoulder blades, along the spine, flat areas of the arm and less commonly, the ribs and thighs. Women are typically not permitted to get these tattoos below the waist, or in any area around the breast. Males are able to get them along the ribs and the thighs. However, no person is permitted to have Sak Yant on the feet, as this is considered the lowest part of the body. Some Sak Yant masters will refuse to tattoo women all together, a choice made at their own discretion. (Where Sidewalks End, n.d.) Sak Yant is an open practice, as any religions or cultures using it, will still directly be benefiting the original creators and ancestors of the practice. Because this practice isn’t taught so often anymore, the more people getting involved helps to keep the practice alive. This is because it can only officially be designed and performed by trained Sak Yant masters, it cannot be done by just anybody, so the monks will be the ones making profit and holding the secrets of the practice. The designs shown online are usually altered with gibberish to prevent them from being stolen by anyone untrained, they are then changed to the actual symbols when being tattooed. (Anon, 2022) (Best Tattoo Studio in Phuket Thailand - Pitbull Tattoo Phuket, 2019). This, however, does not completely prevent fraud from happening. There are specific studios, known as Bamboo studios. who claim to provide Sak Yant tattoo services, but they are not authentic. Nor using actual Sak Yant symbols, blessings and spells. Generally, these bamboo studios will display pre-made designs, that are similar to Sak Yant, or steal the gibberish designs online. If you do have a fake one, you are likely to be declined a real one. 
 Along with spells being performed, to activate the tattoos powers, I would personally consider this to be a positive example of gatekeeping, as it keeps the tradition protected, yet still open to everyone. Directly benefiting the culture, it was created by. While allowing others to also benefit. There is a long process behind receiving a Sak Yant tattoo, differing slightly depending on who tattoos you and how they were taught. You have to be cleansed, bring offerings, pray, consult with a monk about your goals, or what is required of you for the tattoo to work etcetera.
Māori 

Another well known, tattoo practice with cultural significance. Is Māori/ Polynesian tattoos. More specifically, Ta Moko tattoos. A particular tattoo, that was reserved for men of high social ranks amongst tribes. People of low social status, such as slaves, were not able to get any style of this tattoo. (Zealand Tattoo, 2017) The most noticeable body location for this tattoo, is the face. The face was typically divided into 8 sections, each given a different name. (Holbrooktravel.com, 2014) 1. Ngakaipikirau – centre of the forehead – represented status/ ranks. 2. Ngunga – around the eyebrows – represented inherited societal status. 3. Uirere – around eyes and nose/ centre of the face – represents your subtribe. 4. Uma – temples – represents status by 1st or second marriage. 5.. Raurau – under the nose – political stance or personal signature. 6. Taitohou - cheek – work/ role/ job. 7. Taitoto – jaw – birth status/ born successor. 8.  wairua – chin – referred to a person's mana – mana was typically, an inherited right of respect and presence. That could be lost or gained depending on the actions of the person. (Govt.nz, 2012) The original method of tattooing was using a sharp, comb tool made of materials such as, a shark's teeth (this was called an uhi), to etch the design into the skin. Then using an ink made from ashes, charred wood, bugs, plants, a mallet is used to bash the ink, into the wound. More recently, the Uhi has been replaced with needles, instead of teeth.  Most, opting for machines all together. Some considering this to be inauthentic, to the culture and history of the practice. (www.youtube.com, 2022) Some considering it to be a modern adaptation, for the purpose of ease, healing and lower infection risk. Stencilling techniques have evolved from a charcoal and water mix, to a modern printed or drawn on stencil transfer. (New Zealand Ministry for Culture and Heritage Te Manatu Taonga, 2013) There is specific names for different historical pigments, used by the Māori. Depending on how they are made, or what’s used in the process of creating the ink pigments. Some common examples are Wai Ngārahu (charcoal pigment), Mapara (wood saturated in resin), (awe) Kāpara (hard resinous wood), Kauri (burnt gum) and Kāpia (resin/gum/glue). (www.dynamo6.com, 2023f) (www.dynamo6.com, 2023d) (www.dynamo6.com, 2023a) (www.dynamo6.com, 2023b) 
The practice does have considerable differences between women’s tattoos and men’s. The placement on the body is still relevant and similar, however the meaning behind women and men’s moko, differs. For men, Moko are full face tattoos. Representing the above mentioned, 8 sections. Sometimes stretching to the back or chest. For women, mokos are confined to the chin, lips and under the nose. Sometimes the arms, neck and thighs. Representing, children, marital status and power. These tattoos are known as Kauae Tehe. (www.dynamo6.com, 2023e) One of the most recognised Māori artists of this century is Te Rangitu Netana. He has specialised in Moko tattoos for over 30 years, first studying Moko in New Zealand, for 9 years within his tribe. Then moved to the uk with his family, in 2015, currently based in a private tattoo studio, in Bristol. Netana’s online portfolio, shows works all over the body, for both men and women. (neck, arms, thighs, chest, hands…) As this is a culture where men and women are equal in this context. Even showing matching designs, he is not afraid to tattoo all Māori, despite gender. Netana also travels to different parts of the world in his spare time, sharing knowledge about Māori culture and Tā Mōko. (Te Rangitu Netana, 2021) (Te Rangitu Netana, 2021b) He uses a mixture of modern and traditional methods of applying tattoos. With electronic machines, and the aforementioned Uhi application tool (modern tools are now built with wood and needles). (Te Rangitu Netana, 2021a)  







Significance of tattoos in different geographical locations

Tattoos placed in different geographical locations, also have significance. Especially depending on what tattoos you have. In places such as Japan and Korea, tattoos are heavily stigmatised. This is due to a history of links with criminality and gangs.  (southkorea, 2023) (sabukaru, n.d.) Korea has strict laws, which require a medical degree in order to provide tattoo services, due to a fear those without medical degrees are not fit to perform. This means very few people will take on a medical degree with intention to tattoo with it. As you have to be trained in a specific route of medicine and can then only perform that specific practice. (Medical Service Act) The pay doesn’t account for what the tuition fees costs and the pay is better in other routes of medical practices. This has led to an increase of underground/ illegal studios, with a majority of people, opting for illegal methods of tattooing. (Sartorio Teixidó, 2017) Becoming a catalyst, for the negative views and criminal associations people may already have, with this art form. This stigma means if you are heavily tattooed in public areas, you may provoke unwanted attention. Reportedly, coming mostly from the older generation. (www.youtube.com, 2023) In places such as public spas, gyms or swimming pools, you may be asked to change or shower in a separate location to normal customers. This is to avoid distress and conflict, especially in areas without surveillance. (Jae-hee, 2022) 
 There is compulsory military service for men only in South Korea, men and women in North Korea. The age ranges from 18-30, for a minimum of 18-21 months. Depending on what service you go into, there could be a longer minimum term. (Military Service Act, 2019) Having tattoos means you can be denied entry, to serve in the military. Depending on the extent of your tattoos, you may also then be charged criminally, for avoidance. (Ja-Young, 2021) The average penalty for being an illegal tattooist is two years imprisonment and a fine, the penalty for avoidance is anywhere from eight months to three years (Lee, 2022) (elaw.klri.re.kr, n.d.) The irony of this controversial, generalised view is that cosmetic tattoos, such as semi-permanent eyebrows and the plastic surgery industry. Is extremely popular, normalised and common in Korea. (Yoon and Kim, 2019) 
Japan has a very similar social construct when it comes to tattoos. With a heavy stigma and association to criminal activity, as well as the need for a medical degree in order to provide tattoo services.  (Varga, 2023) Japan had a heavy influence on how Korea viewed tattoos, through the criminally organised gang, the Yakuza. Who are themselves, drastically associated with criminal and gang tattoos. (Photographer, 2019) 
Today in Japan, some public places such as Onsen’s, will provide different sticker patches, for people with smaller tattoos to cover. If you have large tattoos, or lots of them, you can be denied entry. There are usually signs displayed stating whether the business is tattoo friendly or not. (EnjoyOnsen, 2018) (e_kashiwaya_editor, 2018) Other places you can’t go with tattoos on display are some swimming pools, beaches, gyms and ryokans. Although visitors don’t seem to frequently have issues with prejudice, because of their tattoos. People native to Japan and Korea are more likely to be looked down upon by elders. (Moss, 2017)
Tattoos were used as a punishment and branding for prisoners and slaves, until the 1800s. This process was called Irezumi Kei. (Ng, 2022) There was also heavy association with the Yakuza, an organised criminal gang across Japan. Formed in the 17th century, currently still active today, with upwards of 20,000 members in 2023. (www.youtube.com, 2021) (Johnson, n.d.) This is most likely where the stigma stems from, especially in older age groups, where this fear is taught and passed down through generations. It is interesting to consider that this intimidation caused, whether subconscious or conscious, is the reason some cultures get tattoos at all. Such as the previously mentioned, Māori culture. Where tattoos are used to intimidate enemy tribes and show strength. 



Conclusion 
In conclusion, different types of tattoos hold different levels of cultural and religious significance. In a context relevant to geographical and bodily sites/ locations, this is based upon a person's birthplace or history of the practice and design. In areas where native people were killed, segregated or discriminated against for their tattoos. It wouldn’t be moral for a perpetrator's ancestors, to then get those tattoos. Out of respect for the victims and to show remorse. Especially in the areas executions took place. In this age, tattoos are required to be performed at a professional standard, in a sterile studio space (generally in 1st world countries, in 3rd world countries the regulations may not be so tight). The tattoos are then set to live outside of the studio, for as long as its hosts skin does. Tattoos can represent anything you could ever visually imagine and are a powerful way to represent what matters most to us. They have been used as tools for understanding our ancestors and each other in the present day. They have not always been positive throughout history and are a way of dividing, as well as sharing, cultural practices. It is important to be educated on what you are getting tattooed and why, BEFORE you have it done. Also understanding that they won’t be accepted by everyone, everywhere. Even if they are, in your own country.
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