Visual Research Proposal

For my final year major project, I have chosen to base my work upon the environment. The environment is a topic I have touched upon in previous modules – as I feel very passionate about our current environmental issues. I really hope to spread awareness through my work – allowing viewers of my work to feel inspired to make a change.  The environment is a very broad subject area, enhancing many various opportunities. For example, in past modules I have focused upon plastic pollution. I believe that I do want to continue with something around this subject matter as there are different routes that can be taken. I wish to extend my knowledge and experiment with new photographic techniques. I wish to find my own personal visual style in order to make my work striking and unique. A technique that I wish to experiment with during this module is lumen printing. Lumen printing is making an image by simply using the sun. The results are never guaranteed and can be completely spontaneous. From images I have seen from various different artists are so beautiful and aesthetically pleasing. The subject matter of the environment ties in perfectly with lumen printing. As I do not have the current materials to do so – I also have an interest in polaroid photography. I have used polaroids in past modules and really like the experimentation and outcome.

Practical Research
When it comes to experimenting with polaroids the key material is a polaroid camera. I have two types of cameras that capture polaroids, however I prefer the larger print as the picture quality is a lot clearer. When it comes to materials, I use a variety. In past projects I have experimented in various different ways with polaroids – some of these methods include applying cleaning products to the polaroid film, using natural sunlight to enhance the image, putting the picture in a microwave, and de-constructing the image. Overall, I have been very happy with the final outcome of these images – each individual one has its own unique touch and has allowed me to gain new skills and knowledge in this form of experimentation. 
For this final major project, I wish to enhance my skills further and try techniques I have not done before. One in particular being emulsion lifts. This involves lifting the image off the polaroid paper and onto another surface. This can be very experimental, and the results can be unpredictable. The polaroid paper folds and creases depending on how it floats in the water – from results I have seen from other artists, it is very impressive. 
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Polaroid Emulsion Lift by Aleksandra Wolter


The final result is so beautiful and aesthetically pleasing to the eye.
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Description automatically generated]Another form of experimentation I wish to use is image manipulation. This is when you take the print mid development and begin manipulating it with different objects – such as toothpicks or a pen. If you begin pushing, scraping or rubbing the image, the colours will mix and form different patterns and outlines. You are completely in charge of your actions and how the final image appears. 


Image manipulation by Lomography


As shown above, areas of the image have been altered and the ink has been manipulated. I believe this technique allows your creative freedom to run wild and for the final images to turn out completely unique and one of a kind. 


Contextual Research 

When studying upon the environment and polaroids, it is important to research into artists who focus upon these areas within their practice. 
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Description automatically generated with low confidence][image: A picture containing text, person, person, posing

Description automatically generated]An artist that greatly inspired my love for polaroid photography was Andy Warhol. Andy captures all sorts of polaroid imagery – from portraits to landscape. 


Polaroids by Andy Warhol



I love how each and every polaroid created by Andy has that retro feel to it – almost feels nostalgic. His images are so mesmerising and so aesthetically pleasing. As his work is mainly on polaroids, there are no special techniques used, as polaroid cameras can be so unpredictable. I personally prefer the look of a polaroid image in comparison to modern day cameras – it gives the photos a different touch, that cannot be achieved using modern day equipment. 
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Description automatically generated]Another artist who has inspired my body of work is Ansel Adams. Ansel was a landscape photographer and environmentalist. Adams. Ansel is known for his landscape photography during his era, back in the 1960s. His work was all shot in black and white, focusing about nature and the environment. One place in particular that he focused upon in particular was Yosemite National Park, allowing many picturesque opportunities. The park is full of mountains, waterfalls, trees, everything a landscape photographer could dream of.

Image by Ansel Adams

Ansel’s images always appear so clean and sharp. Within the image above, I am really keen on the lighting. The way the clouds are defined within the sky, allowing the brightness of the river and snow upon the mountains to stand out, in contrast to the darkness of the trees surrounding. Within my own personal work however, I prefer to capture my images in colour, rather than black and white – as it allows more personality.
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[image: A sunset over a beach
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[image: A rainbow over a body of water
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