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In this multi-disciplinary presentation, I will be representing a Police Officer.

                                                A short statistic of cases like Theo’s
1. Child cruelty and neglect offences
· In 2019–20, police recorded 23,529 child cruelty and neglect offences.
· In 2022–23, this number had risen to 29,405 offences, showing a significant increase.
This indicates either a rise in violence/neglect or improved reporting and identification.

2. Child deaths linked to trauma or maltreatment                        
· Between April 2019 and March 2022, the NCMD reported 160 child deaths caused by violence or maltreatment.
· This equals 4.40 deaths per million children per year.
· Earlier NCMD reports (2019–20) show that a large proportion of these deaths involve infants under 1 year old, the most vulnerable age group.

This shows that while the absolute numbers are relatively small, the risk is highest for infants, similar to Theo’s case.
 Key conclusions 
· Upward trend: Both police data and child death reviews show an increase in recorded cases of neglect and abuse in recent years.
· Better reporting: Part of this rise may reflect improved awareness and reporting, not just an increase in violence.
· Infants are most at risk: Babies under 1 year remain the group most vulnerable to fatal maltreatment.
· System pressure: With more reported cases and complex family situations, the child protection system needs strong resources and multi-agency coordination.
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