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Introduction
Karl Barth is best known for his seminal work Church Dogmatics. However, he also wrote a great deal of other material within the field of theology. The book to be reviewed was compiled at the beginning of the 1960s, following several lectures that Barth gave at Chicago University and Princeton Seminary. These lectures were brought together, and with further materials that Barth wrote, formed 12 chapters in the book called Evangelical Theology: An Introduction. Despite the name, the book was never intended to be denominational; rather, it is based upon God and is God-centred.
This book review essay will try to do justice to this excellent book. Because the book is based on talks given by Barth, the chapter titles given are the names or subjects of each of the talks given. Barth also divided the book into four sections, with each chapter fitting into a section. 
I will review each section in the order they are written in the book.


Book Review
In the Commentary to the book, Barth speaks about theology as a very special science; it is to apprehend and understand God, and so he states that all philosophies include aspects of theology, but humans have their own gods, ideologies, and theologies. Barth goes to great pains to identify the word evangelical as referring to the ‘…God of the gospel, “Evangelical” signifies the ”Catholic,” ecumenical … Continuity and unity of this theology.”’[footnoteRef:2] Barth clearly understood that the term evangelical can be loaded, so he’s keen to identify how the word is used within these lectures and chapters. He also states, ‘Evangelical theology can only exist and remain in vigorous motion when its eyes are fixed on the God of the Gospel.’[footnoteRef:3] Clearly, Barth holds God central to all of his theology; this is, of course, also identified in Church Dogmatics. So, we proceed knowing that Evangelical theology is about God, not churchmanship. [2:  Karl Barth, Evangelical Theology: An Introduction. (Edinburgh: T&T Clark, 1963), p.5.]  [3:  Ibid p.10.] 

Barth puts forward three presuppositions with which Evangelical theology works: 1. Existence 2. Faith 3. Reason. He also believes that, in his mind, theology is a science that ‘joyfully respects the mystery of the freedom of its objects…’.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Ibid p.9.] 

First Section: The Place of Theology
After the Commentary, we move into the first section of the book, Barth defined as ‘The Place of Theology,’ which, like all the other sections of the book, is divided into four subsections. Under this heading, Barth subdivides the section into the Word, Witness, Community, and Spirit.
The Word
As one reads through this part of the book, it becomes very clear how keen Barth was to place theology within the realm of academic science, and for a time, he justified that position as a science. It is as he says a ‘… Modest and free science.’[footnoteRef:5] but as always, Barth centralises theology on God’s word, Logos. Logos, is therefore, the creator of theology, ever present in the history of Israel as well as now in the science of theology. For the logos, Christ comes from Israel. He is the saviour of the world,[footnoteRef:6] and so theology must be committed to offering service to the God of the logos. [5:  Ibid p.17.]  [6:  Ibid p.23.] 

Witness
In this chapter, Barth speaks about the witnesses to Christ's life and connects to the prophets of the Old Testament. He also identifies the fact that the New Testament is concealed within the Old Testament, and as such, the Old Testament is therefore revealed within the New. Barth says about the witnesses, ‘They spoke as men who had behind them the empty tombs before them the living Jesus.’[footnoteRef:7] The witnesses will, of course, be humans conditioned by the lives they led and the society within which they lived; they were, as Barth clearly points out, theologians, perhaps even the first theologians. So, current theology must learn from the writings of the witnesses and hold to the literature, that being the Holy Scriptures, because what we read in the New Testament is the witness to the word of God. However, Barth points out that theology can never see the full picture. [7:  Ibid p.29.] 

Community
Barth uses the word community instead of what he sees as the loaded word church; community represents faith in action. Theology is the business of all within the church community, and ‘Theology is committed directly to the community….’[footnoteRef:8] Theology Barth says should respect history but also challenge it. So clearly, as a Church community and as theologians, we have faith, and now we seek understanding. But we must always remember that Theology impacts our traditions, and perhaps contrariwise. [8:  Ibid p.41.] 


Spirit
 Theology is, Barth states, indeed a science seeking knowledge and truth. And God’s word comes to us via ‘spiratio and inspiratio,’[footnoteRef:9] spiration from the Holy Spirit, the Spirit that dwells and will dwell with humankind. So, the Spirit is truth, and if theology recognises this, it also speaks that truth, but unfortunately, theology fails to give the Spirit its total submission; it refuses to be led by the truth, for ‘Only the Spirit himself (sic) can rescue theology!’.[footnoteRef:10] [9:  Ibid p.53.]  [10:  Ibid p.57.] 

Theological existence
Wonder
Theology must always work toward understanding the wonder in biblical reading, especially the miracles, for humans always have wonder in theology. Theologians must again and again be prepared to be astonished. Christ is the miracle of miracles. Theologians must also hold wonder in God and accept that by God’s good grace, they are called to be theologians. So, Barth is here reminding us of the wonder contained in the Bible.
Concern
Barth tells us that when studying the subject of theology, humans first become astonished by the subject, then concerned, for one becomes overwhelmed by the subject; it takes hold of us. For we become involved and concerned in the world, and theologians participate in the Christian world. The theologian must be concerned for their community and all matters pertaining to human existence.
Commitment
In this chapter, Barth tells us that theologians need total commitment to their subject; they need to be dedicated to theology, and that dedication is the commitment needed by all theologians. The object of theological science is the work on the word of God and of Christ; Christ and the Holy Spirit are at the centre of theology. ‘… Objects of theology, which is the God of the Gospel in His work and His word,…’.[footnoteRef:11]  [11:  Ibid p.90.] 

Faith
Barth tells us that regarding all that has gone before in this book, we must have faith to be theologians. He tells us that reason should be subordinated to faith, which is often thought to be the duty of religious cultures. So, faith is the creator of divinity in all, but is this true or not? Some people are, in reality, divine even though they have no faith in God. Faith is a theological science; without faith, no one could become a Christian, or indeed, a theologian. Though I agree Christians must have faith, I would disagree that you need faith to be a theologian, but Barth is correct when he states that humans are free to accept or deny faith. Free is the operative word; one must be free to be a true believer, and the actions of the Spirit free humans to believe and have faith. Often, faith is a challenge, and that is fine.
The Threat of Theology
Solitude
Theologians face uncertain times; according to Barth, theological science is often cut off or small compared to other subjects of academia. The faithful community can, like the theologian, stand in solitude in the wider unbelieving community. The faithful people can be viewed oddly, sceptically, or even thought of as psychologically ill. Barth then asks, is not faith called into question when one is in solitude? So, whoever involves themselves in theology must be prepared for solitude.
Doubt
The first doubt is truth in faithfulness; we seek truth while holding faith. Barth tells us, ‘Nothing in theology is self-evident’;[footnoteRef:12] therefore, we need to stay open-minded. The second doubt is simpler; it comes as we read and study theology; we sway and stagger in faith and doubt, and so we say, ‘Thy kingdom come.’[footnoteRef:13] Theology is up against the principalities, powers, our private lives, and the age we live in, so doubt can also come through our communities and our churches, etc, as those powers influence them. Some believers try and live dualistically; living their lives as unbelievers, they only have partial faith. Yet Barth points out that we can actually have too much belief, and by so doing, we cut ourselves off from the world. But it is good to have doubts; we should not deny them, and we should not despair about doubt. [12:  Ibid p122.]  [13:  Ibid p.125] 

Temptation
Barth tells us to acknowledge temptation. It is when God turns away from us God does not have to do anything, including being present in our lives, and we must remember that even the best theology is human-made. Vanity in all things is a great sin, and being the best theologian can also be vanity; we can lose sight of the concrete relationship between true God and true man, and we can get lost in our own theological works and understandings. We must live the Gospel, not just theologise it; otherwise, we can become ‘scribes’.[footnoteRef:14] [14:  Ibid p.144.] 

Hope
As theologians, we must ‘Endure and Bear’[footnoteRef:15] all thrown at us, for theology is dedicated to the superior work of God, but it is still a human creation. God is good, but humans are not; theologians need to accept this. Barth gives us hope, and that hope is God, for ‘… God is the hope of theology.’[footnoteRef:16] Theologians must suffer in their knowledge of Christ crucified and God’s love; the fulfilment of the covenant with men is Christ. So, theologians must endure in hope. [15:  Ibid p.145.]  [16:  Ibid p.152.] 



Theological Work
Prayer
In this chapter, Barth reminds us that theology can be performed in the act of prayer; it is hard for the theologians, for they work alone, secluded. They pray for clarity in their work, and that clarity is God. We as theologians need grace, and we can only appeal to God for that grace; we ask God, in prayer, to open our eyes and ears so that we can better understand him. 
Study
Study, Barth tells us, is something we have to work very hard at; once we become studious theologians, we are one for life; not only for life, we are also fellow students with all past theologians. The first thing we must study as Christian theologians is the Old and New Testaments; studying the Bible requires much academic vigour. The next step in our studies is the history of the church and theologians, followed by the principle of systematic theology.
Service
Theological work is service for the glory of God; it must serve those in need; it is not about self-service. Theologians must conduct themselves as experts, for they must sustain the community by speaking the Word. Barth is clear when he says, ‘God’s work and word might function, there is a limit, foundation, and goal, as a motivation and mitigation for all …’[footnoteRef:17] [17:  Ibid p.195.] 

Love
In love, we want nothing from God just to exist for him; God and humankind love each other for their own sake. Eros is the overall motivator for theological work; it was poured into our hearts by the Holy Spirit. Barth also points out that Agape is gentle and kind, not boastful or jealous; it is a gift. Because this love has been poured out on humankind by the death of Christ, then ‘The object of theology is, in fact, Jesus Christ.’[footnoteRef:18]  [18:  Ibid p.202.] 

Conclusion
Evangelical Theology is a captivating read; it sums up in so many ways what is required of a theologian. It also sets out quite clearly the issues in and around studying theology. I would recommend this book to anyone beginning studies in theology and to all who are training to be ordained into the ministry of any kind. The God-centred approach of Barth reminds us all that the foundations of theology are indeed solidly the one who created us.
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