IN ADDITION TO THE NORMAN ANGELL CORRESPONDENCE, THE FOLLOWING LETTERS ALSO APPEARED IN THE TIMES ON 1ST AUGUST 1914 :-

1. ‘SCHOLARS’ PROTEST AGAINST THE WAR WITH GERMANY.

‘PEACE MANIFESTOS WERE ISSUED FROM VARIOUS QUARTERS YESTERDAY. A NUMBER OF UNIVERSITY PROFESSORS AND OTHERS, WHO STATE THAT THEY ALL IN DIFFERENT WAYS ENJOY THE FRIENDSHIP AND CO-OPERATION OF GERMAN COLLEAGUES, SIGN THE FOLLOWING PROTEST AND APPEAL FOR THE SUPPORT OF ENGLISH SCHOLARS:


WE REGARD GERMANY AS A NATION LEADING THE WAY IN THE ARTS AND SCIENCES, AND WE HAVE ALL LEARNT AND ARE LEARNING FROM GERMAN SCHOLARS. WAR UPON HER IN THE INTEREST OF SERBIA AND RUSSIA WILL BE A SIN AGAINST CIVILIZATION. IF BY REASON OF HONOURABLE OBLIGATIONS WE BE UNHAPPILY INVOLVED IN THE WAR, PATRIOTISM MIGHT STILL OUR MOUTHS, BUT AT THIS JUNCTURE WE CONSIDER OURSELVES JUSTIFIED IN PROTESTING AGAINST BEING DRAWN INTO THE STRUGGLE WITH A NATION SO NEAR AKIN TO OUR OWN, AND WITH WHOM WE HAVE SO MUCH IN COMMON.’  
2. ‘A SOCIALIST DEMONSTRATION’


‘THE SOCIALISTS DECIDED AT A MEETING AT THE HOUSE OF COMMONS YESTERDAY TO HOLD A DEMONSTATION IN TRAFALGAR SQUARE TOMORROW. A RESOLUTION SIMILAR TO ONE PASSED BY THE BRITISH SECTION OF THE INTERNATIONAL SOCIALIST BUREAU, UNDER THE CHAIRMANSHIP OF KEIR HARDIE, WILL BE MOVED AT THE MEETING. THAT RESOLUTION IS IN THE FOLLOWING TERMS:


THAT WE VIEW WITH SERIOUS ALARM THE PROSPECT OF A EUROPEAN WAR INTO WHICH EVERY EUROPEAN POWER WILL BE DRAGGED OWING TO SECRET ALLIANCES AND UNDERSTANDINGS WHICH, IN THEIR ORIGIN, WERE NEVER SANCTIONED BY THE NATIONS, NOR ARE EVEN NOW COMMUNICATED WITH THEM.


WE STAND BY THE EFFORTS OF THE INTERNATIONAL WORKING CLASS MOVEMENT TO UNITE THE WORKERS OF THE NATIONS CONCERNED IN THEIR EFFORTS TO PREVENT THEIR GOVERNMENTS FROM ENTERING THE WAR, AS EXPRESSED IN THE RESOLUTION PASSED BY THE INTERNATIONAL SOCIALIST BUREAU.

WE PROTEST AGAINST ANY STEP BEING TAKEN BY THE GOVERNMENT OF THIS COUNTRY TO SUPPORT RUSSIA, EITHER DIRECTLY OR IN CONSEQUENCE OF ANY UNDERSTANDING WITH FRANCE, AS BEING NOT ONLY OFFENSIVE TO THE POLITICAL TRADITIONS OF THE COUNTRY BUT DISASTEROUS TO EUROPE, AND DECLARE THAT AS WE HAVE NO INTEREST, DIRECT OR INDIRECT, IN THE THREATENED QUARRELS WHICH MAY RESULT FROM THE ACTION OF AUSTRIA IN SERBIA, THE GOVERNMENT OF GREAT BRITAIN SHOULD DECLINE TO ENGAGE IN WAR, BUT SHOULD CONFINE ITSELF TO EFFORTS TO BRING ABOUT PEACE AS SPEEDILY AS POSSIBLE.    
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