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The article by (Lewis, H, 2015) ‘Welsh Second language within our Curriculum’ was written to inform on how “vitally important” education is on “securing the future of the Welsh language.” Lewis, has taken on board recommendations by professor Sioned Davies, as well as the independent review by Professor Donaldson in order to create a successful education system in Wales that promotes, integrates and underpins the Welsh language as part of society.

One of the main issues faced in Wales, is that children are leaving schools without the necessary confidence to use Welsh as part of the day to day life. (Lewis, H, 2015) explains, “far too many young people are leaving schools without the effective Welsh language skills they need for the world of work.” Lewis tells us that this is the case even though children have been learning Welsh for a number of years. This could suggest that a reason for this is the teaching of the language. (Davies, S, 2013) explains, “low attainment in Welsh second language has been accepted as the norm.” This highlights the issues that children learning the Welsh language aren’t being pushed to achieve more in the language, rather it is being accepted as a subject that pupils are merely put through because they have to be. (Baker, C, 2001 p, 111) explains, “second language teachers need to be aware of their goals at a conscious level, and, for example, make the second language experience more additive than subtractive.” This emphasises the fact that teachers who are engaging pupils in a second language need to be aware of its importance in being productive and engaging. Another key reason for low attainment in the language could be that Teachers are simply not confident enough to teach the Welsh language. (Furlong, J. 2015) explains that overall teaching in Wales “is not of sufficient high quality to serve the needs of Wales either now or in the future.” This emphasises the point that teachers need to be developed with the confidence to deliver the Welsh language in a confident manner that will help to promote and develop pupils use of the language. (Lewis, H, 2015) agrees that for children to develop then they need to be provided with a “meaningful continuum of learning from 3-16 for each child and young person.” This means that from 3-16 children should have the opportunity to develop each year and the only way to achieve this is through the standards of teachers that are available. (Davies, S, 2013) explains that in order for the Welsh language to be taught effectively, schools need to “ensure a high quality workforce and the importance of training; and raise the status of the subject and ensure strong leadership within schools and local authorities.” From this we can see that for us to expect the best from children learning the Welsh language, they need to be provided with the best teaching of the language that can possibly be provided. From my experience working in primary schools, teachers are confident in this area, Welsh lesson and learning Welsh is fun and engaging for children and they look forward to lessons. Therefore, in my opinion the teachings of Welsh is lost in secondary schools, where there aren’t enough confident Teachers using the Welsh language in order to further provide Welsh continuity for pupils. (Donaldson, G, 2015) successful futures report backs this up by saying teachers in secondary school “acknowledge significant shortcomings in the Welsh language skills of the workforce and limited knowledge of second language teaching methodology.”

An argument to this is that it is not the teachers lack of knowledge on the Welsh language, but more so the pupils outlook and that they don’t see the language as an attractive option. A way we can combat this would be to try and highlight how beneficial bilingualism and the Welsh language can be. (Lewis, H, 2015) explains that, “we intend to enhance the value attached to the Welsh language by strengthening the focus on its commercial value for the jobs market.” If learners can see the benefit of learning Welsh and that it can help them after school in attaining or developing a career, then this could encourage them to be more proactive in their learning. (Donaldson, G, 2015) explains that we need to “emphasise the importance of longer-term outcomes for children and young people” this shows us that children need to be aware of the long term benefits of learning Welsh. (Davies, S, 2013) backs up this statement by saying “School leaders, teachers, pupils and parents need to understand that the ability to speak Welsh could lead to improved employability.” This signifies the importance that the Welsh language can have for career progression and job attainment. A way we can help to promote this is to give children the knowledge and understanding of Wales, Welsh language and the culture of Wales. The Article goes on to say that the benefits of bilingualism will also help them to develop their understanding of Wales past and present and be integral members of the welsh society. This is one of (Davies, S, 2013) key recommendations from the report. It emphasises that an integral part of the curriculum should be Welsh and the historical context of Wales, and that it needs be taught across all subjects. This will help children to make the link between Wales, the welsh language and the importance that it can have for them in day to day life outside of school. 

An important factor in ensuring the provision of Welsh second language is to ensure that from a young age, children are given the opportunity to learn the language in a fun and engaging manner. (Doherty, J. & Hughes. M, 2014, p. 315) explains, “It is sometimes said that the older you are, the more difficult it is to learn another or new language.” They go on to suggest that the human adult brain has become “hard-wired” if only one language has been learned, therefore, this makes it more difficult but not impossible to learn another language later on in life. Therefore it can be assumed that the earlier children are taught and encouraged to learn the Welsh language, then the easier it will be for them to continue and progress with the learning of the language. In the article (Lewis, H, 2015) tells us that, “I want all children and young people in Wales to have an opportunity to successfully learn Welsh.” The key word here is “successfully” so how can this be ensured. One way is to ensure that Welsh education ensures that the good things aren’t lost in the Curriculum reform. (Donaldson, G, 2015) tells us that the “best things” in Welsh education is the “foundation phase” and the promotion of Welsh language and bilingualism. (Estyn 2014) highlights that “most children make suitable progress in speaking and listening to Welsh in the Foundation Phase, and that children have a positive attitude towards learning Welsh.” (Estyn 2014) go on to say that Welsh second language in the foundation phase is “good” however, there are some school where this is not the case, this is because practitioners in these schools are not devoting enough time to the Learning and development of the Welsh language. This incorporates the previous point, practitioners need to ensure a fun engaging environment where their knowledge and understanding is of an acceptable level to ensure the teachings of Welsh in the classroom, so children from a young age can develop and thrive to the best of their ability.

In conclusion we can see a number of ways in which the Welsh language can be developed for young children and indeed pupils into adulthood. We need to ensure a progressive continuum of the Welsh language that starts with our teachers having the knowledge to do so, and the correct curriculum for our children to learn. 
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