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Introduction:
Parliamentary sovereignty is basically a cornerstone of the United Kingdom's constitutional framework, acting as a principle that has endured throughout time of the political evolution and of course the transformation and adaptation. Embedded in the historical battle for power between the monarch and the legislature. The concept of parliamentary sovereignty has solidified the impression that the British Parliament holds supreme authority to enact, amend, and revoke laws without constraint. The difference between the US constitution and the UK constitution is, the US has a written document whereas the UK does not.
This exceptional doctrine has shaped the outline of the British legal and political landscape, influencing governance, policymaking, and the protection of individual rights. However, even though its longstanding significance, Parliamentary sovereignty has undertaken challenges and transformations, especially in the context of the UK's evolving relationship with the European Union, debates over human rights, and the demands for constitutional reforms. This essay intends to delve into the historical origins, key characteristics, limitations, contemporary relevance, and critical debates relating to parliamentary sovereignty, aiming to provide a comprehensive understanding of this foundational principle within the context of the British constitutional framework.
What is a constitution?
A constitution is a fundamental set of rules and principles that lays out the structure and functions of a government and helps shape the relationship between the government and the governed, as stated by (Barnett 2006:6.sixthedition) “in lay terms, a constitution is a set of rules which governs an organisation, whether a social club, trade union or nation-state.” In this case, the constitution serves as the ultimate law of the land, providing a framework for the distribution and exercising of state power. A constitution normally delegates the powers and duties of the various branches of government, establishes the rights and freedoms of the people, and often includes techniques for amending the document itself. Constitutions can be either written or unwritten, formal, or informal, and can vary in their level of detail and specificity.
Constitutions play a particularly significant role in limiting the powers of the government, protecting the rights of the people and minorities, and ensuring the rule of law. They often serve as a foundational document or in the UK’s government's case an unwritten guideline that helps the governance and legal system of a country, providing a framework for the operation and interaction of the various branches of the government, such as the executive, legislature, and judiciary.

Principles of the UK’s constitution:
The UK does not have any codified constitution, but instead, its constitutional framework is based on a combination of categories such as common law, conventions, and authoritative works. While there is no definitive list of principles as in a written constitution, some key principles that underpin the UK's constitutional framework include but are not limited to:


1. Rule of Law: The rule of law ensures that all individuals and entities, including the government, are subject to and accountable under the law. It implies that no one is above the law, and the legal system is fair, just, and accessible to all. It can also be seen as a political theory or even a philosophy that takes everyone into account no matter their social or professional status.

2. Even though the UK does not have a robust separation of powers there is still a sense of functionality among the executive, legislative, and judicial branches. One way to uphold the separation is through various checks that balance responsibility. The aim is to ensure that no single branch of government has more power over the other.

3. Constitutional Conventions: These are basically the unwritten rules that assist in the way constitutional actors should behave such as the monarchy, government ministers, and parliament. As it is not enforceable legally, these conventions play a crucial part in the functionality of the UK’s political system. 

What is parliamentary sovereignty:
Parliamentary sovereignty is a very fundamental principle in the British constitutional system that identifies the supremacy of the parliament in the decision-making, amending, or repealing of laws. The Parliament is the grand legal authority with the power to create or remove law, without any input from external bodies such as the judiciary or executive. This inevitably means that no other institution or body can override or set aside legislation passed by Parliament.
Key aspects of parliamentary sovereignty include:
Legislative Supremacy: Parliament has the supreme legal authority in the UK, and its enforcements, suggestions, and demands are of the highest form of law in the country.
No Legal Limitation: Theoretically, there are no legal limitations on what the Parliament can stand and do. It can pass laws on practically all subject matters, amend existing laws, or repeal them completely.
No Future Parliament Binding: One Parliament cannot bind its successors, meaning that a current Parliament cannot pass laws that cannot be changed by a future Parliament. This principle ensures that each new Parliament has the authority to enact its own laws without restrictions by the actions of previous Parliaments.
While the principle of parliamentary sovereignty has been a longstanding feature of the British constitutional system, it has encountered challenges in recent decades, especially when it comes to the UK's membership in the European Union and the incorporation of the European Convention on Human Rights into domestic law. The developments have introduced certain limitations and constraints on the absolute power of Parliament, prompting debates about the extent and nature of parliamentary sovereignty in the contemporary legal and political landscape of the UK.


During any discussions around constitutional reform, this includes the concept of parliamentary sovereignty which can be deemed complex and multifaceted. Suggestions can be made and proposed or even debated in the context of the United Kingdom. This can be classified as a codification of the constitution following in the footsteps of the likes of the United States.

Codification of the Constitution:
Consideration of a written constitution to codify and consolidate vital and key constitutional principles and laws. This should enable and provide greater clarity and accessibility to citizens and lawmakers.

Enhanced Protection of Individual Rights:
If the protection of individual rights is upheld through potentially adopting a comprehensive bill, or rights incorporating additional human rights into domestic law it will enhance the process in a standardized form.

Devolution and Federalism:
Delegating the powers to regional governments within the United Kingdom and attempting to introduce a federal system to monitor and address any issues to its representation and autonomy.

Electoral Reform:
Conducting a review of the electoral system to ensure and enhance the representation and address the issues raised to take into consideration an alternative model. It would need to have a department formed in order to monitor and effectively operate.

Reform of the House of Lords:
Having a hybrid model that considers options such as an elected second chamber to address the composition and operation of the House of Lords.

Citizen Engagement and Participation:
Exploration of citizen engagement via participation which could increase the involvement in the democratic process. There could be gatherings or direct reforms to bring forward their voices.




Constitutional Conventions:
Establishing formalized constitutional conventions to guide the behaviours of constitutional participants, provides an in-depth framework for unwritten constitutional principles.

Review of Parliamentary Privilege:
Reviewing and potentially reforming the concept of parliamentary privilege to ensure an honest balance between the powers of Parliament and the rule of law. This is important in many ways, especially in the process of delegation of duties and power protecting all entities on all levels of responsibility. 
Making suggestions opens the door to a broad and vast aspect that involves intricate considerations to consider. A reform of any kind is extensively substantial in its requirements and considerations involving implications. It is essential to conduct a consultation to arouse the engagement of the public as a compound and meaningful reform process. 

Conclusion:
In conclusion, the concept of parliamentary sovereignty stands as a foundational principle within the British constitutional framework, reflecting the historical struggle for power between the monarchy and the legislature. The supremacy of Parliament in the interchange, amendment, and repeal of laws has forever been a moulding aspect of the UK's legal and political perspective. However, as the people handle with evolving challenges, including its changing relationship with the European Union and debates over constitutional reforms, the very nature of parliamentary sovereignty has come under scrutiny.

While parliamentary sovereignty remains a bedrock principle, its application has encountered complexities, prompting discussions about the need for reform and adaptation. Proposals for constitutional codification, enhanced protection of individual rights, devolution, and electoral reform underscore the ongoing dialogue about how best to balance the powers of Parliament with the imperatives of a modern, diverse society.
In proceeding on the path, it is imperative to consider the fragile balance between the flexibility inherent in parliamentary sovereignty and the safeguards necessary to protect individual rights and ensure effective governance. 
As the UK continues to navigate the complexities of its constitutional perspective, the enduring relevance of parliamentary sovereignty invites reflection on its historical significance and challenges. 


