Croeso, my name is Ellin Iles, and my student number is 2307139. Today I will be discussing the module ECEY4004 Multilingualism and Multi-thinking. Where I will be analysing the advantages and possible disadvantages of multilingualism and bilingualism for children. Byers-Heinlein et.al. (2013) state that an estimated of one third of people around the world are multilingual. Cambridge English (2017) states that multilingualism is often invisible, as often multiple languages are used within a private circle. 
Multilingualism is described as individuals who can communicate in two or more languages at one time or alternatively learning an additional language while continuing to develop their native language (Social Sciences, 2022). Soler-Carbonell (2014) supports the above and state that multilingualism is where a person can communicate in different languages, either independently or alongside another. BeeBilingual (2024) states that bilingualism is difficult to define as many individuals have different levels of understanding of what bilingualism means. Therefore, many people believe that multilingualism is when an individual can speak, read, and write in one or more languages. Whereas other individuals define multilingualism as having the ability to speak, read, and write in two or more languages. 
[bookmark: _Hlk164028321]When looking at multilingual benefits, Carmarthenshire County Council (2024) state that multilingual children have greater success in education and develop languages quicker. PACEY (2024a) and Escuela Bilingue Internacional (2023) support this suggesting that multilingualism can enhance a child’s self-esteem while also enhancing the child’s development cognitively. ZeroToThree (2017) states that there are several benefits of learning multiple languages at an early age. For example, stating that bilingual children have better working memory, processing skills, problem solving skills and better executive function and develop better flexible thinking. Okal (2014) state that multilingualism can enhance communication skills, as individuals can synthesize knowledge to voice this appropriately. Too Small Too Fail (NoDate) support the above statements, explaining that when bilingual children alter from one language to another the brain is stimulated to remain flexible and active through use of a variety of learning systems. For example, problem solving skills developing naturally and promoting a positive approach to work. Within my task I have ensured I have implemented equal parts of English and Welsh through use of the sandwich technique (Kotkaov, 2021). Kotkaov (2021) believe that when we support familiar languages with new languages, it helps to develop the child's vocabulary and helps to understand the meaning quickly.
Xia et.al. (2022) state that bilingualism can be connected to creativity, although this is always not clear. Furthermore, bilingualism facilitates the development of cognitive flexibility, where an individual develops skills to switch back and forth between languages easily. Van Dijk et.al. (2019) support the above and state that there are positive links between bilingualism and creativity. For example, multilinguistic individuals are exposed to a rich language environment as individuals are exposed to more than one vocabulary and cultures that supports creativity. Bialystok (2012) supports the above stating that being fluent in two languages enables better cognitive performance throughout an individual's life, reducing cognitive decline later in life with potential for reducing onset dementia.
[bookmark: _Hlk164545644]Rublik (2017) state that Vygotsky’s theory identified that connection between culture and language learning, this has influenced many theories of bilingualism. For example, Vygotsky believed that language and the learning environment influenced a child’s learning. Wilson and Devereux (2014) support the above further stating that the use of scaffolding has been defined as high challenge with high support. Furthermore, developing a child's proximal development zone through challenging with the right amount of assistance. Kuhl (2000) support Skinner’s theory that is parallel to Vygotsky’s theory. For example, Skinner believed that children learn languages through monitoring and rewarding. 
However, Mont Gomery Schools MD (NoDate) state that Chomsky’s theory believed that children are born with ‘universal grammar’. Chomsky believed that children are born with an understanding of language stating that universal grammar is transmitted into a child's brain. Wen (2013) supports the above stating Chomsky believed that language is innate to individuals. For example, Chomsky stated that children can develop their sentences from only hearing limited speech. 
Michigan State University (NoDate) believe that divergent thinking can be a creative way of thinking that can be divided into four sections. The four parts are; a person can plan and create several ideas, flexibility to develop ideas in various categories, originality when creating ideas, and finally implementing an idea to reality. Montessori (2020) support Michigan State University (NoDate) state that divergent thinking can be developed in early years settings when professionals are thinking openly. For example, by asking a variety of open questions promoting the child to develop creative thinking. Where activities should be initiated, where the child is empowered to lead their own learning encouraging ownership and pride in what they do and learn. UNICEF (NoDate) support Montessori (2020) within article 29, stating that education must encourage children’s abilities while encouraging respect for cultures and their environments. 
Although bilingualism has a variety of advantages, it is stated that divergent thinking is not one of these benefits (Booton et.al. 2021). In a study conducted by Booton et.al. (2021) with bilingual and monolingual children, the result from the study showed that there was no differentiation between the children when participating in divergent thinking tasks. Fürst and Grin (2023) support the above, stating that the findings they had made regarding divergent thinking were variable. For example, bilingual individuals scored higher in their creativity scores in non-verbal divergent thinking. However, creativity scores were lower in verbal tasks, Lange et.al. (2020) support the above article stating their findings of similar results, believing that concluding benefits of divergent thinking would be challenging.
The Welsh Government (2022c) state that there are multiple frameworks and programmes that have been implemented and offered to children and adults in Wales. Therefore, ensuring that individuals are aware of Wales’s native language and the historic significance through promoting positive relations with the language. Hills (2021) states that celebrating Dydd Gwyl Dewi and participating in the schools Eisteddfod as a child influenced pride and passion for the language and the Welsh culture. Interlink RCT (2023) support Hills (2021) stating that Dydd Gwyl Dewi is a Saint that is celebrated in schools and towns across Wales on the 1st of March. Welsh Assembly Government (2008) states that children should have the opportunities to understand the Welsh culture, traditions, and celebrations that exists in Wales. Ilari et.al. (2013) support the above stating the benefits of the connections between singing native songs and individuals developing a better understanding of the culture while simultaneously promoting well-being. For example, the use of Welsh language songs to promote the Welsh language whilst supporting the children’s well-being. 
However, Bowen (2020) states that over the centuries the British Government over the centuries have suppressed Welsh identities. For example, ‘Welsh not’ had been implemented in several schools over the country promoting children not to speak the native tongue. UK Government (2022) supports the above and state that in 1967 The Welsh language act was introduced, that gave individuals the right to use the language in legal proceedings in Wales. Welsh Government (2020b) support UK Government (2022) stating the Welsh language Act 1993 was established to ensure both the English and Welsh language are treated as equal parts. 
[bookmark: _Hlk164516916]Welsh Government (2017d) state that Wales had nearly 1 million Welsh language speakers in 1911 ages three and over. Furthermore, stating that the Welsh language is one of the countries treasures defining the Welsh population as a nation. However, this scheme has been implemented due to the fall over the years of people not speaking the native tongue. Vale Of Glamorgan Council (NoDate) supports the above stating that the Welsh Government scheme places duty on the countries local authorities to increase the Welsh language within children’s provision. Welsh Government (2022c) support the above stating that the Welsh Government plan to increase the number of Welsh speakers to 1 million by 2050. Furthermore, stating that use of bilingualism within our early years has a positive impact therefore has set a goal of opening 150 Welsh-language nurseries by 2026. However, Office For National Statistics (2023) census states that there had been a fall in percentages of Welsh speakers within some communities, although other communities seen an increase in Welsh speakers. 
PACEY (2019b) state that funded and non-funded nurseries require following the new curriculum stating that this is key in a child’s learning. For example, one of the four purposes of the curriculum is ethical, informed citizens of Wales and wider. UNICEF (NoDate) supports the above with Article 2, each child is entitled to non-discrimination regardless of their ethnicity, language abilities or family backgrounds. Welsh Government (NoDateC) state that there are over 500 Ti a Fi parent and baby groups across Wales, this is where babies and toddlers can socialise, play, sing and listen to stories through the medium of Welsh for Welsh speakers and non-speakers. Furthermore, playgroups for children ages 2-4, where children can learn through play socially and enrich their language. RCT (NoDate) support the above stating that Ti a Fi groups are an opportunity for both children and parents to socialise in an informal Welsh atmosphere. 
Welsh-medium and English-medium schools across Wales have implemented 'Siarter Iaith' scheme, promoting the use of the Welsh language in all aspects of lives (Hwb 2024a). The Welsh Government (2019a) supports the above stating that the framework is divided by the school, for example Welsh language schools follow the 'Siarter Iaith' plan and English language schools follow the 'Welsh Campus' plan. Furthermore, adapting to the pupils' levels enables them to achieve success and offer a challenge.
Hwb (NoDateB) state that schools are obliged in undertaking annual assessments for children that have Welsh/English as Additional Language. Furthermore, schools can implement support for the identified children placing them on the 5-stage model. These are new to English/Welsh, Early Acquisition, Developing Competence, Competent and Fluent enabling staff to support the learning. Pembrokeshire Council (2024) support the above stating that schools can access training or access support from agencies to further support the child’s development. However, implementing the curriculum to be more accessible within early years settings and schools will be beneficial in developing learning. 
To conclude, there are multiple benefits of multilingualism for children’s development. I have considered the above information when creating my task, ensuring that each child has opportunities to listen and learn the Welsh language encouraging brain development. Without listening to the native language within the early year’s settings children will not have the opportunity to further develop their divergent thinking. 
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