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This essay will explore the role that social enterprise plays within society today; taking in to consideration what a social enterprise is and the impact different social enterprise organisations can have on the people of society.  Reviewing the local economy and government facilities available, and where social enterprise may be able to fit in and offer solutions and provision of services when no other (or limited other) options are available. 
Social Enterprise can be defined quite simply as “a cause-driven business whose primary reason for being is to improve social objectives and serve the common good.” (What Is a Social Enterprise?, n.d.)

A social enterprise is a revenue generating business, with compassion!  Social enterprise organisations take in to account the bigger picture and run day to day business with the overarching aim of meeting either a social, economic, or environmental objective.  Generating a revenue and profit is key to ensuring sustainability.  Profit formed by a social enterprise is reinvested in to the purpose, thus ensuring the organisation operates in a responsible manner.  Social Enterprise Mark CIC (2020) has encompassed this concept in its’ definition and stated that ‘Social enterprises are businesses that put the interests of people and planet ahead of shareholder gain.  These businesses are driven by a social/environmental mission and reinvest profits in to creating positive social change.’  

The British Council explain the fundamentals of social enterprise even further by stating that ‘they bring together the entrepreneurial skills of the private sector and the values of the public service and deliver positive social impact through their means and ends.’ (Social Enterprise, n.d.)  There are many different forms of society.  For example, a human society, is a large group of people involved with each other through persistent relations, or a large social grouping sharing the same geographical or social territory, typically subject to the same political authority and dominant cultural expectations. (Society, n.d.)

Society in the UK today is tremendously diverse.  There are areas of prosperity and there are areas of high deprivation and poverty, resulting in an imbalanced equality of life.  Areas of high deprivation, suffer with low rates of employment and rely heavily on the state with government funding, housing, and support to survive.  

British society has different wants and needs, ranking from essential and necessary for survival, to desirable.  Obvious basic needs in society are things such as food, shelter, and a clean water supply.  Other needs in society that may not always be recognised as essential are things such as youth services and mental health care.
Maslow’s hierarchy of needs was first published in 1943.  The hierarchy has five levels and is often portrayed as a pyramid.  The different needs are classed as physiological, safety, spiritual, esteem and self-actualisation.  The physiological needs referring to basic human survival needs (such as food, water) and the self-actualisation needs referring to living according to one’s full potential.  
Social enterprise organisations’ have the potential to meet every level of Maslow’s hierarchy, whether it is through the production and provision of physical products, services, educational plans or self-development.  Using Maslow’s theory, it could be argued that the role of social enterprise in society today is to meet the needs of the people.  
There are three main models for social enterprise, these are the innovation model, the employment model and the ‘give back’ model.  All three of the models have a great and positive impact on society.  Social enterprise organisations identify a need in society and builds the business model around that need.  The Trussell Trust ( has identified the problem of poverty and food provision within the UK.  The organisation supports a network of foodbanks (in excess of 1200 centres nationwide).  The organisation has measured that from April 2019 to March 2020, 1.9 million food supplies were sent to people in crisis, from affiliated member foodbanks.  (The Trussell Trust, 2021).  The Trussell Trust is a social enterprise that goes even further to support hunger in the UK by running other social enterprise products, alongside the foodbank support.  It runs community shops in some English boroughs, two online shops and a warehouse, all of which contribute to the economy in terms of employment.  It also runs markets with the help and assistance of volunteers, and helps with the sustainability and recycling of materials by creating masks and other items from used textiles.  

Another role of social enterprise is to provide society with a solution to the problems that are created. In some cases, government funding was previously available to support these issues.  There is now a gap between the people who can afford to pay privately for services and those who cannot.  People may also be deprived access due to a lack of education, understanding and knowledge.  Some members of society are unaware of resources available, social enterprise aims to build awareness and help the cause whenever possible. 

In many cases, social enterprises are not only providing solutions to one problem, but are providing an opportunity for users and society to gain experience in training, voluntary work and employment at the same time.  Social enterprises can help tackle problems in the local economy, such as, high levels of employment, anti-social behaviour, isolation and loneliness.  

Where a social enterprise brings outside people in to the community, tourism interest and numbers increase, which, then has a knock on effect.  More people coming to an area will result in more people using local services (local shops, petrol stations, increased trade in an area means increased revenue). 

Local councils within the UK have departments for economic development, these departments should work with entrepreneurs in the area and assist in setting up and promoting social enterprise, so that business and services remain local and help the local economy and community to thrive.  Job creation through social enterprise has a great impact on the local economy; a reduction in the rate of state benefits, attracting new people to an area, increase in business rates, and an increase in council tax being paid.  

An element of managing a social enterprise is measuring success.  To gain sources of funding, general business and respect from society, social enterprises often promote its success and the impact it has had on its objective and social purpose.  
In real terms, when a social enterprise provides support to a person, it reduces the burden for state funding.  Whether this is in terms of benefit, housing, counselling, etc.   Social enterprise has the potential to allow people to create organisations to tackle the issues and support each other in a time of need.  

When creating a social enterprise, the organisation writes a mission statement, which encompasses everything that the organisation wants to achieve and informs the public and other stakeholders how it aims to achieve this. 

A new social enterprise concept and business idea is Dance Association Cymru.  Dance Association Cymru has been set up with the objective of getting more people active in Wales, to develop opportunities to dance and to give more people the opportunity to represent Wales on a world platform. Dance Association Cymru can be summarised as a ‘give back’ social enterprise; any profits made will be reinvested to provide more classes and further opportunities for representation.  Dance Association Cymru will promote services to male and female participants, but really expects to make a difference to women and girls in sport.  Research by Sport Wales shows that girls are less likely to participate in sport outside of school and that there is an evident gender gap; ‘figures for 2015 showed 69% of girls played sport outside school at least once a week compared to 74% of boys.’ ((BBC News, 2018) Sport Wales has also published research to show that ‘lockdown has worsened the gap between active and inactive people in Wales, with those from more deprived backgrounds suffering the most’ (Wales, 2020).  Dance Association Cymru will provide opportunities for participants to attend classes and sessions at an affordable rate and will endeavour to work with the local authority in the hope to gain funding for even more affordable classes in the truly deprived areas.  

Dance Association will provide employment in the local area (and nationally as the target area is Wales), and voluntary opportunities.  Volunteers and employees will be offered training, which, will enhance their knowledge and skills, and as a physical activity Dance Association Cymru will contribute to the health and well-being of the children and adults who attend the sessions.  It will work with external dance teachers and dance settings throughout Wales to also provide them with training and opportunities.  Dance Association Cymru will offer dance schools material for teachers to use in classes and this will provide those teachers with an additional income stream. It will have a positive impact on public health services as an aim is to help combat the issue of physical inactivity and obesity levels.   Public Health Wales (Overweight and Obesity - Public Health Wales, n.d.) figures show that:

· Between 2003 to 2015 there was a 4% increase in levels of obesity among adults, and a 3.6% decrease in those of a healthy weight
· Around 60% of adults (16 +) are overweight or obese – with a quarter of those classified as obese

Dance Association Cymru aims to host regional and national events for dancers in Wales.  These events will vary in location and will be at different cities and boroughs.  This will have a positive effect on the local economy of the events, as it will bring in people from outside the area, some will choose to stay in hotels (resulting in more trade for hotels and hospitality), the actual venues chosen to host events will benefit financially from the booking and the footfall of users.  Dance Association Cymru will attract food vendors and small local businesses for the events, so again will increase trade for those industries too.  In addition to serving the wider business community, families of the dancers will also gain a positive experience from Dance Association Cymru.  

In conclusion, social enterprise play a major role in society today.  Without social enterprise organisations and the ‘do good’ work they do, society would be faced with a gap in provision, the local economy would suffer and there would be a large increase in the burden on state benefit.  
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