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Introduction: 
Safeguarding is policy that ensures children and vulnerable people are protected from harm, abuse, or neglect. This is important within health and social care because safeguarding is legal obligation for all organisations, under The Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups Act 2006 (N.A, 2019). Legislations, policies, and procedures have been put in place to ensure vulnerable children are protected from harm of danger within settings. This is because many children have less ability to protect themselves, thus it is the service providers duty of care to ensure they are reducing the risks of harm in settings and keep children in a safe, happy, and healthy environment.

In 2000, Victoria Climbie, aged 8 years old had passed away in intensive care due abuse, ill-treatment and neglect by her great-aunt and great-uncle. Victoria Climbie was taken by her great aunt and great uncle to France with the promise to arrange good education for her. However, this took a turn as Victoria attended school, she gradually became absent which became a concern. When she did attend, she would fall asleep or was unwell. Eventually the school’s concern increases and issues a Child at Risk Emergency Notification but after a while the great-aunt (Kouao) stated she was removing Victoria to London for treatment. At this point, the case of Victoria Climbie became a great concern as there were signs of abuse and neglect, removing her from school however the school did not take immediate action, although there were cases of suspicious behaviour. It was stated that throughout Victoria’s time with Kouao, she was known as Anna who was another child, she previously planned to bring with her from Ivory Coast (where Victoria was from). 

Victoria Climbie was abused and neglected, admitted into hospital after her childminder had identified bruises and marks on her body. The police and social services were informed but after investigation with doctors they concluded Victoria was suffering from scabies. A week later Victoria Climbie was back in hospital with a scald on her face, her burns were so severe, she was admitted in paediatric ward for 13 nights.

During this time, there were not many legislations and policies put in place for child protection and safeguarding children’s welfare. Children’s welfare was not taken as serious, therefore many of these concerns were not taken forward by service providers, such as social workers or doctors. There were cases of Victoria being seen by professionals and there were allegations of sexual abuse. However social services or the Child and Family centre never visited or followed up on Victoria’s case. This resulted in a lack of competency and safeguarding in children, as eventually Victoria was abused on several occasions, with evidence of blood on the walls, beating Victoria with shoes, coat hanger, wooden spoon, hammer football trainers and they also admitted to beating her with a bicycle chain (House of Common, 2003, p11).

After this case, there were many changes made to child protection legislation in UK, as it had a great impact to legislations and policies. For instance, the Children Act 2004 made changes to the child protection framework and eventually the Children and Social Work Act amended the Children Act 2004 as they placed a “duty on a range of agencies, including local authorities, the police and health services, to ensure that they consider the need to safeguard and promote the welfare of children when carrying out their functions” (Foster, 2020, p3). Many provisions were updated on the new legislations and their duty of care to ensure such cases do not repeat again and professionals work together as a multi-disciplinary and multi-agency team to protect children and immediately act when such suspicions occur. The legislations and policy frameworks set out guidance for professionals to follow, to ensure they follow the correct steps to avoid professional misconduct. 

Legislations:

The Children Act 1989/2004-
The Children Act was originally introduced in 1989 and was amended in 2004. It reaffirmed that everyone who works with children has a responsibility to help safeguard children and promote their welfare (Johnson, 2019). It also enables the government to generate electronic records for every kid in England, Scotland, and Wales, so local authorities and the government can keep records of children to keep them safe and make it easier to track them.

The main principles of The Children Act 2004 is to help children holistically develop and succeed, allowing them to live a happy, healthy life and ensure they are in a safe environment, to have opportunities for happy family life, education, and well-being. The legislation’s purpose is to ensure professionals help make a positive impact in children’s lives and work in the best interest for the child. Every Child Matters was enforced by this legislation with the belief that children should get the support to be happy, safe, enjoy and achieve and achieve economic well-being (Johnson, 2019).

Section 10 of the Children Act 2004, which mandates each local government to create procedures to enhance cooperation among local governments. The measures will be created to improve the wellbeing of children in the authority's jurisdiction, which will include protection from harm and neglect, among other things.

A strength and weakness of this legislation would be that since 1989, the act has been amended in 2004. However, it is still outdated being over 15 years old. This would make the act not as dependable or reliable. Although it is a core legislation for children’s rights and policies, this must be updated for correct, suitable procedures to be put in place and for professionals to carry out their duty of care effectively.

Working Together to Safeguard Children 2018-
Working Together to Safeguard Children aims for inter-agency to promote welfare and safety for children from all backgrounds and situations. It sets out the importance for professionals to communicate effectively and work as a team to carry out their roles and responsibilities to work together to safeguard children. They must work effectively, to understand the child’s holistic needs and implement a child centred approach. Professionals must implement and combine their specialism, training, and skills to work in best interest of the child and family. They must participate in regular assessments and reviews on the child’s case and progress to provide a good child protection plan for best possible outcome. Professionals should use their expertise and judgement to prioritise the child’s needs and happiness, as “only 1 out of 8 children who are sexually abused are known to the police or children’s services” (Johnson, 2019). Therefore, they must work effectively to identify any concerns or danger of abuse to protect children from harm.

If a child is abused or neglected, professionals should work together collectively, making referrals to correct agency and ensure the child is kept in a safe and happy environment. They must provide immediate action if the child is in danger and ensure risk assessments take place in settings, such as schools to reduce risk of harm. 

A strength of this legislation is that it sets the aim for professionals to work as a team with the best interest for the child, using a child centred approach. The legislation is also updated compared to other legislations, which makes it more reliable to implement into practice. Professionals would be able to follow the procedure to carry out their duty of care and promote safeguarding as an interagency.

However, a weakness would be that although this legislation has been put in place for professionals to work together to safeguard children, due to workload and the busy system, professionals may work ineffectively, finding it difficult to balance work to prioritise children’s needs. It may be difficult for professionals to hold meetings and it may also delay the process of children’s cases. This could put the child at risk, as they may still be stuck in a dangerous environment due to delay of professionals acting. The child could eventually be at severe risk of harm or be abused and negatively impact them, as Victoria Climbie was abused to point, she had passed away even though professionals had visited her.

Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups Act 2006-
The Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups Act was created to prevent harm, or the danger of harm, to children and vulnerable individuals by barring those who are deemed unfit to work with children through DBS checks. There are 6 key principles to safeguard vulnerable children and young people. For instance, empowerment, which is ensuring the child does not get mistreated, treated as an inferior. Children should be given the right to make their own decisions. Another is prevention, which is something that should have been implemented for Victoria Climbie, the prevention of harm and danger. Professionals should have prevented this from abuse occurring further by taking immediate action to protect the child. Protection is another key principle that sets the aim to ensure children are safe and well looked after with an adequate amount of support.

A strength of this legislation is that the principles set a guidance to child’s holistic well-being, ensuring they are empowered to support their mental health, be protected but also ensure harm, abuse or danger is prevented beforehand to reduce risks of harm occurring. The legislation ensures procedures are put in place, such as ID verification check and Disclosure and Barring service during employment to ensure settings are safe for children, young people, and vulnerable individuals to be in. It would also ensure anyone who has a criminal record are kept away from such settings, such as schools or care homes to safeguard children.

However, a weakness would be that the legislation is outdated as it was developed in 2006. This means that the legislation framework may not be as relevant to current situations, therefore it would be difficult to implement in settings. This may put children at risk, as professionals are not able to identify the abuse effectively, making the legislation less reliable.

Policies:
Child Protection-
“Safeguarding is what we do for all children; and Child Protection is what we do for children who have been harmed or are at significant risk of being harmed” (N.A, 2013). Child protection is a policy which is to protect the child’s rights and work in the child’s best interest to ensure they are in safe and protected by danger, abuse, and neglect. The child should be the prioritised, being put first in cases of suspected or identified abuse. Children should be empowered and their right to education should be implemented. For example, in Victoria Climbie case, she was taken out of school, having her right to education taken away. This would breach the Child Protection policy and be a suspicious case because she had low attendance and when she did attend, she was unwell and sleepy. Children should be given the opportunity to learn and be educated to cognitively develop and socialise to make friends and become more able in life.

The Child Protection policy aims to ensure professionals are trained to identify abuse and know how to prevent child abuse. For instance, if there is suspicious behaviour of child abuse in a school, professionals should report it immediately and remove the child from any dangerous environments. The professionals must ensure they listen to children’s voices and respect them, taking it into consideration during the case. Children must be treated equally, according to their needs to ensure no child is discriminated because of their background, history, race, or age. They must be provided with an enabling environment to support their physical, intellectual, emotional, social, and cognitive needs (Schuurman, 2020). 

Child Sexual Exploitation Policy-
Child sexual exploitation is a form of sexual abuse, which can be grooming, sexual conversations or activities, sending or posting sexual images. Children are frequently tricked and taken advantage of, with the belief that they are in love or being taken care of. Thus, this policy has been put in place to protect children from such situations occurring and to protect them if they are a victim of sexual abuse or exploitation. 

A recent case in Bradford, 19 men were arrested for child sexual exploitation, with suspicion of rape, sexual assault, and indecent assault. It is stated that there is an estimate of “between 283 and 389 children were at risk of sexual exploitation in Bradford last year” (Halliday, 2021).

Although the policy is mandatory and has been put in place in settings, there are still many cases of sexual exploitation occurring. A weakness of this policy would be that there are many cases on social media were children are sexually exploited, even when reported it is very difficult for the cases actions to be taken immediately or forward. Cases of sexual exploitation has increased over the years and child trafficking still occurs. 

However, a strength of the policy would be that it aims to ensure children are provided with support, not only when they are sexually exploited but after, providing them with support such as counselling and guidance to ensure they are not brainwashed or exploited again. This would effectively promote safeguarding, protecting their well-being, rights as a child and prioritise their holistic needs, such as their mental health.

Conclusion:
In summary, safeguarding is centre of children’s welfare in all settings and environment, as it is important to put measures in place to protect children from any harm, abuse, or neglect. In England, there have been many cases of professionals failing their duty of care to safeguard children, such as Victoria Climbie. Therefore, legislations and policies have been put in place to ensure professionals protect children and put their well-being at the centre of the care.
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