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Impact of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) – Moodle on students’ learning experience in the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus.
[bookmark: _Toc3880]Introduction
Virtual learning environments (VLE) in the present days have become a vital feature that has been adopted in providing educational services to the students and provides for enhanced potential regarding facilitating and improvising both learning as well as teaching. This VLE is basically a web based software system that comprises of various tools and applications regarding collaborative learning, student assessment, online communication, uploading instructional content, getting instructor’s feedback, as well as maintaining the course administration (Hlosta, et al., 2018). This platform has not only provided for support regarding teaching, learning, and assessing but have also provided for a scope to enhance interaction, communication, incorporation of collaborative pedagogical models, sharing information across the globe, as well as enhancement of knowledge from ongoing online communication. The advent and advancement in ICT (information and communication technology) has enabled people from various corners of the globe to perform their work using devices like that of computer, Laptop, Mobile phones, Tablets, etc. While the internet services has been brought about for being used in overall educational and learning process in an innovative manner, then that has made learning more interesting and lucid process for the students (Shah, et al., 2019). Apart from feeling engaged while learning a new thing, the students with the use of this technology are also getting a scope  to interact while learning and a platform to learn in an effective manner even when not included within the geographical boundary of a traditional classroom. 
[bookmark: _Toc25934]Research Rationale
The Virtual learning environment have earlier been used for the completion of the online courses, but in the present days this has been an enhanced platform even for the effective interaction within the classes and provide support in classes that are focused on direct face to face learning (Vaganova, et al., 2017). This is thus the sole platform as well as technological advancement that provides the students a scope to interact with other students, teachers. This makes the process of gaining and sharing knowledge by the students much lucid. Also for the teachers and faculty in the educational institutions can go through and accordingly guide the students in an adequate manner even while outside the classroom (Fowler, 2015). Getting the provision of visualizing the detailed activities performed by the students while studying has also enabled the teachers to accordingly communicate with the students as per their requirements. This has thus allowed the students to be an active learner by the means of participating and communicating in the learning process. This in turn have promoted for the communication skill as well critical thinking ability amongst the students. The students are now visualizing the process of their learning, sharing knowledge, and thus are attaining a position from where they can make the practical application of the knowledge that they have acquired while learning (Webster, 2016).
This and many other benefits of the incorporation of the VLE on the learning as well as teaching process has made this as a prime concern to be discussed to further improvise the platform in a manner that can be further fruitful for the educators as well as the students indulged in the learning process (Moore, et al., 2019). The present study has been planned to be performed in a manner that will allow evaluating the influence that has been brought on the students of University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus while the organization have adopted for Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) – Moodle in regards to their learning process.
The successful completion of this research project will allow the faculty to have an enhanced idea regarding behavioural and social contexts of the students within the campus and will be able to analyse the perspective of the students regarding adoption of VLE - Moodle within the learning process in their campus. While these issues (if any) has been identified and analysed then the college authority will be able to deal with that in an enhanced manner to further enhance the learning process and experience of the students in their campus.
[bookmark: _Toc19416]Research Objectives
The purpose that is aimed to be solved by performing the present research project is to identify and evaluate the influence brought about by (VLE) – Moodle on students’ learning experience in the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. The focus of the study will remain on analysing the readiness of the students within the campus to make optimized use of this enhanced technology in their learning process. However, the completion of the present study in a successful manner will provide idea to the educators within the campus regarding the various activities that the students have been interested in performing making use of the virtual learning environment they have been exposed to within the campus. This will also enable the educators to make an evaluation regarding the extent to which the adoption of this modern optimized technology have been helpful and fruitful for the students regarding understanding their lessons and enhancing their academic performance.
[bookmark: _Toc13108]Methodology
The data set for the present study has been collected from students within the college campus. The process of selection of students has been determined by the researcher to be a random sampling where the students attending the college campus have been randomly selected from various departments within the college. 200 students were selected and provided with an online questionnaire designed by the researcher for the data collection regarding completion of the research project. 196 students have then returned back the completed questionnaire and has been further considered for making data analysis of the present project. 
From the primary data that has been collected from the students within the college, the researcher has performed primary quantitative analysis using various graphs and charts. The questionnaire designed for the students has been provided in the appendix part. Upon completion of data analysis from the primary data collected from students, the researcher have further attempted to analyse the secondary data that are available over the online platform.
Survey strategy that has been adopted by the researcher for the present project has enabled the researcher to gather enhanced understanding and in depth knowledge regarding the perspective of the students and their experience upon using this enhanced technology in their learning process (Sekaran and Bougie, 2016). The researcher in the present study have applied for a deductive research approach by analysing the secondary data and the responses provided by the students and then reaching the final conclusion of the study.
During the entire period of conduct of the present research project, the researcher have maintained the standard ethical considerations and ensured effective completion of the research project. The researcher have ensured that the participants of the research project were provided adequate information regarding the process and purpose of the research project. The respondents of the project have also signed an  informed consent forms providing for their willingness regarding participating in the research project (Woo, et al., 2017). Also while performing the secondary data analysis the researcher have ensured the avoidance of any kind of issues related with plagiarism and have assured that no information provided by the respondents would be used for any other purposes except that of the research project. The researcher have also confirmed that while performing the research project no information provided by the respondents would be leaked out and no harm would be caused to any respondents participating in the research project. Furthermore the researcher have also assured that the data used in the present research has not in any manner have been manipulated for the attainment of adequate and satisfactory results.
[bookmark: _Toc27235]Primary And Secondary Data Analysis
While the students have been asked that if use of educational technologies have enhanced their educational experience, then majority of the students provided for a response that their educational experience have enhanced with the use and adoption of educational technology in their campus. The graph of the reply provided by the students for this question has been provided below:

While the students have been asked if they have enjoyed being within a virtual learning environment. The the response that has been provided by the students has been represented in the chart below:

This can be interpreted in the manner that majority of the students who have participated in the research project were enjoying their exposure to the virtual learning environment (Moodle) that has been adopted within their college campus for the enhancement of their learning process. This revealed for the fact that the new technological platform has been providing the students an enjoyable opportunity to learn.
Moving ahead the students have been asked regarding the importance of Moodle (VLE) in their study process. The response of the students towards this question has been presented in the chart provided below:

This response of the students can be interpreted by saying that the platform of VLE has been important and very much effective regarding the learning process of the students. However, there was also a minor fraction f students who yet felt that Moodle has not been a vital part in their study process.
Furthermore the respondents have been queried regarding the frequency of their access to the VLE. The response of the students have been presented in the chart below:

The response of the students provide for the fact that majority of the students had regular access to the VLE within the college campus. But there were a few who did not had a wider access to the technology based platform even after being a part of the college campus.
Later while the students were asked if their scores have enhanced upon getting access to Moodle (VLE), the response of the respondents in the study has been presented below:

This revealed for the fact that use of Moodle has been very popular amongst the students within the campus and majority of the students have agreed that their scores and academic performances have enhanced on being exposed to the VLE platform. 
Finally, while the respondents have been asked if Moodle (VLE) have enhanced their motivation to participate in the learning process then also majority of the students have agreed that their interest in studies have enhanced while they have used the VLE (Moodle) platform. 

Thus adoption of the Moodle (VLE) within the campus have motivated the students to remain engaged in the learning process and have also inspired them to develop enhanced interest regarding performing their academic tasks in a satisfactory manner. 

Considering for the educational scenario of the present post modern world, the innovative platform of virtual learning environment has been adopted by almost all the institutions that offer for higher education (Claman, 2015). The virtual spaces that the students as well as the teachers are exposed to provide them a scope to further interact and communicate while learning and make the process even more interesting and lucid for developing the understanding of new lessons and sharing ideas. The platform has also been found to develop inspiration and motivation amongst the students by providing adequate feedback against the tasks and activities of the students and providing them a platform to learn from the appropriate application of the lessons learnt by them. The overall virtual space till date is undergoing constant innovations and thus is very much dynamic. Thus it has been a field of interest for the students and have been associated with the chances of bringing further scopes and opportunities for students to explore the various facets of the learning process (Cuthell, 2017). 
[bookmark: _Toc638]Conclusion And Recommendations
While the present study has been conducted on the students of University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus regarding the effectiveness of Moodle on learning experience of students, then it has been found that the presence of the virtual space (Moodle) within the campus have enhanced the learning experience of the students to a significant extent. This platform has also motivated and inspired numerous students within the campus to enhance their academic performance and scores. This has additionally provided the students a platform to communicate with the teachers in an effective manner and also share knowledge and learning with friends even while not in the class. Thus this effective and optimized technology has been appreciated and used in an enhanced manner by the students of University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. However, although very few in count but there have been students within the same campus who have yet not been able to adopt this developed technology in an enhanced manner and incorporate the same in their academic contexts. For the better development of those students it is the teachers and faculty members who need to take further initiatives and come forward to promote the effective usage of the platform. This will enable the students within the campus to attain a brighter and successful career in their upcoming future.
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Questionnaire
Question 1:  What is your gender? 
A) Male    B) Female

Question 2: What is your age group? 
A) 18-24        B) 25-31      C) 32-39   D) 40 and above 
Question 3: Do you think use of educational technologies will provide enhanced educational experience?
A) Yes        B) No      C) Not sure
Question 4: I enjoy being in virtual learning environment 
A) Strongly Agree
B) Agree
C) Neutral
D) Disagree 
B) Strongly Disagree
Question 5: Is Moodle (VLE) easy to use? 
A) Yes    B) No
Question 6: How good are you at using Moodle (VLE) Library? 
· Good 
· Fairly Good 
· Moderate 
· Bad
· Very Bad
Question 7: How important Moodle (VLE) in your study? 
· Important 
· Fairly important 
· Very important 
· Not important 
· No opinion 
Question 8: How often do you access Moodle (VLE)? 
· Daily 
· Every other day 
· Once a week 
· Twice a week 
· Not accessing
Question 9: My scores have improved since I have started getting access to virtual learning environment
A) Strongly Agree
B) Agree
C) Neutral
D) Disagree 
E) Strongly Disagree
Question 10: Using Moodle (VLE) have enhanced my motivation to participate in the learning process
A) Strongly Agree
B) Agree
C) Neutral
D) Disagree 
E) Strongly Disagree






Using Moodle (VLE) Has Enhanced My Motivation To Participate In The Learning Process
Number of Students	
Strongly Agree	Agree	Neutral	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	89	64	33	8	2	
Number of Students



Use Of Educational Technologies Will Provide Enhanced Educational Experience
Number of Students	
Yes 	No	Not Sure	176	13	7	

Number of Students



I Enjoy Being In Virtual Learning Environment
Number of Students	Strongly Agree	Agree	Neutral	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	99	76	15	4	2	

Number Of Students


How Important Is Moodle (VLE) In Your Study
Number of Students	
Important	Fairly Important	Very Important	Not Important	No Opinion	136	32	18	8	2	






How Often Do You access Moodle (VLE)
Number of Students	Daily 	Every Other Day	Once a week	Twice a week	Not Accessing	146	30	10	8	2	
Number Of Students



My scores have improved since I have started getting access to virtual learning environment
Number of Students	
Strongly Agree	Agree	Neutral	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	102	63	20	8	3	
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