Greek GobbetSo, as soon as he heard that Eurydicê was at Euia in Macedonia with her army, he hastened against her with the intention of deciding the campaign in a single battle. When, however, the armies were drawn up facing each other, the Macedonians, out of respect for the position of Olympias and remembering the benefits that they had received from Alexander, changed their allegiance. King Philip with his court was captured at once, while Eurydicê was taken as she was making her way to Amphipolis with Polycles, one of her counsellors. But after Olympias had thus captured the royal persons and had seized the kingdom without a fight, she did not carry her good fortune as a human being should, but first she placed Eurydicê and her husband Philip under guard and began to maltreat them. Indeed she walled them up in a small space and supplied them with what was necessary through a single narrow opening. But after she had for many days unlawfully treated the unfortunate captives, she ordered certain Thracians to stab Philip to death, who had been king for six years and four months; but she judged that Eurydicê, who was expressing herself without restraint and declaring that the kingdom belonged to herself rather than to Olympias, was worthy of greater punishment. She therefore sent to her a sword, a noose, and some hemlock, and ordered her to employ whichever of these she pleased as a means of death, neither displaying any respect whatever for the former dignity of the victim whom she was unlawfully treating, nor moved to pity for the fate that is common to all. 
									Diodorus 19.11


The gobbet is written by Diodorus, basing most of his Hellenistic history in books 18-20 from Hieronymus of Cardia, a public affairs administrator who saw events from Alexander to about 260BC, to whose works Diodorus had access.[footnoteRef:1]  The passage describes an encounter between the two royal queens of Macedon at the time, Olympias and Eurydice, resulting in the death of the official king Philip Arrhidaeus, an event often dated to around 317BC.[footnoteRef:2] [1:  (Murray, 1986, p. 200)]  [2:  (Chamoux, 1981; 2003, p. 47); (Green, 1990, pp. 19-20)] 


Women in Classical Greece were discussed less often in literary sources than men. In fact, Pericles supposedly says that “the greatest glory of a woman is to be least talked about by men” (Thuc. 2.46).  This passage from Diodorus is important because it is one of the only references in Classical history of women leading armies, and specifically of two women fighting each other. The only earlier example of a woman in a military role is Artemesia’s role as adviser to Xerxes (Hdt. 8.68). Eurydice, Olympias, and Cynanae (Eurydice’s mother) are the only three royal Macedonian women to lead armies during the Hellenistic Period.[footnoteRef:3]  However, in the passage there is no actual battle described and instead Olympias wins the encounter because out of “respect for the position of Olympias or remembering the benefits they had received from Alexander” the Macedonian troops being led by Eurydice decide to switch sides.  Interestingly, it appears that the Macedonians only switch sides because of the “benefits” from Olympias’ son Alexander and not through Olympias’ own agency, suggesting that she is only perceived in comparison to her male relatives. This viewing of women in the context of men can also be seen in the only other full retelling of the account in Justinus, where the troops switch sides “either by respect for the memory of her husband or the greatness of her son, or by the indignity with which she [Olympias] was treated” (Just. Epit. 14.5.10). In the Justinus version, the importance of her son and husband is given priority in the text and Olympias’ position is passive, she is perceived only through her treatment; not because of the “respect” that is mentioned in Diodorus. [3:  (Loman, 2004, p. 45)] 

It is also important that Justinus and Diodorus have given the only full surviving accounts of the events. Both accounts were written almost 300 years after the event described.  Diodorus’ universal history, his ‘Bibliotheca Historica’ in which this passage can be found, is a collection of information from a variety of other sources. Diodorus was writing from approximately c.60-30BC, and although we have the first 5 books, and books 11-20, the rest are fragmentary.[footnoteRef:4]  A suggested date for Justinus’ writing is c.AD 390, although we only know he wrote during the Roman Empire.[footnoteRef:5] He drew his work from the Augustan historian Trogus’ lost Philippic Histories, about the kings of Macedon. Justinus’ Epitome is made up of passages that he felt were important enough to record, so he must have viewed the encounter between Olympias and Eurydice as worthy of retelling.[footnoteRef:6] This is possibly due to the unusual and violent nature of the succession of Alexander, with the lack of Argead successors said to be descended from Herakles (Hdt. 8.137). This, combined with Alexander’s divine status, gave his direct family members a link to the divinity of Alexander and the Argead Dynasty, which may explain how Olympias was able to conjure support for her succession. [4:  (Murray, 1986, p. 200)]  [5:  (Syme, 1988, p. 358)]  [6:  (Syme, 1988, pp. 358, 363)] 


The Diodorus passage also highlights both the cruelty of Olympias and the importance of the manner in which a person meets their death in the Macedonian world.  Philip is stabbed to death by ‘certain Thracians’, a possibly gender appropriate end as men are supposed to die at the end of a blade.  Eurydice meanwhile is given the choice of suicide from ‘a sword, a noose, and some hemlock’ because she is deserving of a private death as a woman.  Ultimately she chooses to hang herself as is traditional for a royal Greek woman, as can be seen in Greek tragedy (Antigone, Jocasta, Phaedra).[footnoteRef:7]  Other ancient sources provide evidence that Olympias had Philip executed, such as Pausanias who says that ‘Olympias…reigned for some years after killing [Philip] Arrhidaeus’ (1.25.6), although Pausanias notably does not mention Eurydice. There is also the interesting Heidelberg Epitome or Codex saying ‘Philip…[was] cruelly murdered, along with his wife Eurydice, by his stepmother Olympias’ (2.2).  Again, Olympias is mentioned in the context of her male relative as the ‘stepmother’, and Eurydice is named as a side reference ‘along with’ only important because she is his ‘wife’, despite the fact that in Diodorus she is given the most power and it is ‘her army’ that marches against Olympias, not Philip’s. [7:  (Carney, 2006., p. 75)] 


After the end of the gobbet Eurydice is partially redeemed.  She dies proudly as a woman should after having done the proper funeral rituals for her husband, and they are later buried together at the royal tombs in Aegaes.[footnoteRef:8]  There is evidence that the tomb of Philip and Eurydice may have been found at Vergina, where they found the burial of a warrior queen with the queen’s diadem, the bones of a body wrapped in the regal gold and purple cloth, but also unusually buried with iron weapons and armour.  The tomb has a suggested date of later than 325BC, coinciding with Philip and Eurydice’s deaths.[footnoteRef:9] [8:  (Chamoux, 1981; 2003, p. 47)]  [9:  (Penrose, 2016, p. 192)] 


Diodorus, in this later section of text conveys criticism of Olympias for her slaughtering of royal Macedonians, especially those associated with Cassander.  Olympias kills his brother Nicanor, overturns the tomb of his other brother Iolaus, and kills one hundred of Cassander’s friends.  This causes the Macedonians to hate her because she behaved “like a furious woman rather than a queen” (Just. Epit. 14.6.1) and regretting the fact that they ignored Antipater’s warning on his death-bed about letting a woman become predominant in the kingdom (Diod. 19.11.9).  This treatment of Cassander’s relatives appears to correlate with her treatment of Eurydice and Philip that is described in the passage as she ‘maltreats them’ and is described as acting ‘unlawfully’, apparently acting contrary to law and custom.  However, as there is no other evidence for this treatment other than Diodorus’ description that she had them ‘walled up in a small space’ and only ‘supplied them…through a single narrow opening’, Carney suggests that it could perhaps be an exaggeration.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  (Carney, 2006., p. 75)] 

The passage is clearly important because of the insight it gives into Macedonian laws and customs, as well as the obvious power struggle at the time.  It clearly has significance with its sharp focus on women, at a period when according to the histories, they were virtually unseen.
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