
Ruth Athey’s 
Personal Heritage 

Mind Map

Background
Age 
23

Full Name:
Ruth Mary Athey

Ruth after my 
Great 

Grandma.

Mary after my 
Nannan’s middle 

name.

Relationships

Daughter to 
Elvin and 
Catherine

Sister 
to Jade

Granddaughter to 
Margaret and Terry,
Marion and Walter

Auntie to 
George and 

Harvey

From Silkstone 
Common, 
Barnsley

Generations 
of my family 

have lived 
here

Hobbies
Avid 

Baker

Horse 
Rider

Member of 
Frumptarn 

Guggen Band

Personality

Caring

Shy until 
comfortable

ThoughtfulKind

Ditzy

How do I present 
my identity?

Approaches 
to society

Easily enraged by “Gen 
Z’s” and “Snowflakes”

Don’t always 
follow the crowd

Clothes

Tend to wear 
similar things

Not the biggest 
fan of dark 

clothes Love good 
quality shoes

Social 
Media

Use Twitter to 
rant/ Complain 

Use Instagram 
to show life’s 

fun things

Use Facebook to keep 
in contact with people 
and share memories

Is my identity 
static?

Previous

Worked 
at bakery

Young 
Farmer

Music

Drums

Cello

Cornet

Student

Catering at 
Barnsley College

Business at Sheffield 
College Peaks 

Campus

Access to HE at 
Northern College

Now

Music

Play percussion 
in Frumptarn 
Guggen Band

Student

Heritage 
at UWTSD

Reactions to 
groups of people

Family:
Relaxed, normal, never 

swear at the older 
generations

Friends:
Relaxed, normal, 

occasionally swear

New people:
Shy until I get to 

know them

How do others see 
me?

Gossip

Kind
Caring

Sincere

Thoughtful

Reliable
Ace

Country 
Bumpkin

Gem

Approachable

How I think 
others see me

Quiet

Loud

Shy at 
first

Intelligent

Kind

Caring

Pain (Can be 
annoying on 

purpose!)
weird

My Past

8 years 
ago

Unhappy

Hated 
education

Changes I 
would make

Stick to new things 
I try to learn

2 years 
ago

Lacked 
confidence

Happy

Decided what I 
wanted to do 

with life

What am I 
proud of?

Being part of 
Frumptarn Guggen 

Band representing GB

Young Farmers 
Stock Judging 

results

2nd with pigs in Senior class when 
a Junior. Ended up at The 

Yorkshire Show

My 
Future

Working in 
a Museum

Fluent in 
GermanMother

Trumpet 
player

Wife
Homeowner (Small 

Holding)

Still part of 
Frumptarn Guggen 

BandDriving



Object Heritage 
Mind Map:
Melodeon

Description

Faded 
in areas

Smells 
like the 
cupboar
d that it 
is stored 

in

Floral 
decoration

Edge of 
bellows, 
painted 

colourful

Calved just 
above the 
righthand 

keys 

Light

Texture

Smooth 
on wood

Rough on bellows 
where restoration 

is needed

Rectangular

Colour
Yellow

Mahogany

Blue

BlackGreen

Orange

Condition

In need of 
restoration

Bellows 
broken

Parts 
missing

Rings from airhole 
trimming missing 

in wood

Define

What it 
means to 

me

Sentimental as it is a piece 
of my family’s past being my 

Great Great Grandfather’s

Musical 
instrument from 
the mid 1800’s 

used to entertain 
people

Played by pulling apart and 
squeezing the bellows together, 
pressing the keys on the right for 
higher notes, bass keys on the left

Uses
Today

Not used due to 
condition and no 

one learning 
how to play it 

properly

What was 
it used for?

To entertain 
family and 

friends

Hobby

What it 
could 

have been 
used for

Folk 
Music

Morris dancing 
accompaniment

Entertaining 
sailors

Folk 
dancing

Construction

Made of 
hundreds 
of pieces

Materials

Wood Metal

Soft 
leather

Soft fabric 
(not sure 
what it is)

Complexity

Internal: 
Slightly 

complex

Free reed 
box and 

many 
springs

External: 
simple

Has 10 keys 
on the 

right, 3 on 
the left

Can see how 
the outside 

has been put 
together

Fashioned

Not branded Each end of the bellows 
decorated with flowers

Calved with flowers 
and a crest on wood 

above keys

Fancy knob to 
attach neck 

strap to

OwnershipOriginally my 
Great Great 
Grandfather 

Thomas Ellison’s

Used to 
play it

Passed down 
through the 

generations to 
my Nannan 

then Dad

Neither 
played it

Values

Monetary

Don’t know/ 
don’t want 

to know

Cultural

Could have brought 
people together 
back in the mid 
1800’s and early 

1900’s

Experience How is it 
cherished?

I wish it could 
be played 

properly again

Need to 
restore it 

first

Need to learn 
to play the 
Melodeon

Where is it 
kept?

In the walk-in 
cupboard

What do I 
do with it?

Nothing major, 
sometimes have 
a little tinkle if I 

go into the 
cupboard

Condition
Been in same 

condition since my 
Dad was a boy

Used

Can see finger and thumb 
marks of Thomas Ellison 

rubbed in the wood

In need of 
restoration

Bellows 
have holes 

in them

Some of the 
reeds inside 

stick

Some of the metal 
ring trims missing 

from air holes
Context

Then

Used to 
entertain/ 

hobby

Now

Kept in cupboard 
but in sight and in 

mind

Occasionally 
fiddled with by 

myself or my Dad

How was it 
acquired?

Passed down through the 
generations from my 

Great Great Grandfather 
eventually to my dad

Location

Now

No longer wrapped in 
newspaper in the cupboard 

where we keep the older things

Previously

Wrapped in newspaper stored in a 
cupboard at my Dad’s childhood 

home

Origins

Materials

Made up of 
hundreds of 

different pieces 
which will have 

been sourced from 
different places as 
some are natural 

and others 
manmade

Possibly 
purchased in 
Sheffield or 
LincolnshireThomas Ellison 

originated from 
Lincolnshire but 
lived in Sheffield

Meanings
To me

Sentimental as 
been in my 

family for so long

Other people with 
similar values

Dad- Only other person 
who knows about it

Authenticity

Cultured?

Expense

Not branded

Does it 
matter?

No, sentimental value is all that 
matters to me

Condition

Well played, can tell with 
finger and thumb marks 
and condition of bellows

Does it 
matter?

No, shows it was 
loved and used for 
its main purpose

Is it real/ 
what it 

says it is

Yes, as it is 
playable Does this 

matter?

No but adds to the 
sentimental value as my 
Great Great Grandfather 

touched and used it



Museum Director
Mind Map

Job Role

Anticipate current and future 
needs… establish goals based 
on those needs, especially in 
terms of its financial stability 

and growth and its relationship 
to the community 

(Schlatter,2008, p.108).

Work with 
staff and 

board 
(Schlatter, 

2008, p.108).

Essentially leading the board, 

presenting strategies, 

motivating trustees to approve 

and be involved in achieving 

new goals and even identifying 

and attracting new board 

members (Schlatter, 2008 

p.110). 

Assist with consensus 
building while also 

protecting the 
interests of the 

museum (Schlatter, 
2008, p.110).

Board 
Communications

Condor (Be frank open and 

sincere) from the beginning… 

this is particularly important 

if issues hold potential for 

negative outcomes 

(Schlatter, 2008, p.110).

Operations

Oversee staff management, 

budgeting, and programs, 

including curatorial and 

educational activities. They report 

these activities to the board and 

work with them to set priorities for 

the future (Schlatter, 2008, p.111).

Could include everything 

from supervising staff and 

issuing payroll to 

exhibition planning to 

managing the facility 

(Schlatter, 2008, p.111).

Fundraising

Consumes a large percentage of many 

museum director’s workload, due in part 

to decreasing public funding and 

increasing operational and programmatic 

costs (Schlatter, 2008, p.112).

Lead fundraising efforts 

for major projects such as 

new building (Schlatter, 

2008, p.112).

Building relationships 

with people and the 

opportunity to share 

your vision and 

potential about the 

institution with others 

(Schlatter, 2008, p.112).

External Relations and 
Community Engagement

Chief spokesperson for the 

museum… You’re a symbol of 

the health of your 

organisation (Schlatter, 2008, 

p.113). 

Constantly advocates for 
and increases the 
recognition of the 

organisation to its various 
constituencies (Schlatter, 

2008, p.113).

Important Issues 
To The Character

Seasonal

Attracting 
visitors in 
off peak 
times.

Cheaper 
admission 

prices

Conservation 
of wildlife 

around visitors

Colony of Short 
Eared Bats, Barn 

Owls, Greater 
Crested Newts

Ensuring the 
Castle ruins are 
safe so visitors 
can get as close 
as possible to it

Main 
attraction

Crowd 
control

Attracting 
visitors

Not getting too 
busy to cause 

Health and 
Safety issues

Sustainability

Make as 
eco friendly 
as possible

All areas 
including 

facilities and 
food outlets

Making 
enough 

money to 
keep open

Costs
How much will 

it cost to 
establish?

Running 
costs

Maintenance

Staff

Insurance

Utilities

Other 
costs

Ensuring all 
artifacts are safe 
and secure either 
on display or in 

stores

Who is 
it for?

Tourists
School 
Groups

Educational

People with an 
Archaeological/
Heritage/Histori

cal interest

The local 
community

Major 
stakeholders

Lighting

Display 
Issues

Atmospheric 
in galleriesBrighter 

around 
displays

Are artifacts 
safe and 
secure?

Don’t wat them 
damaged or 

stolen

Are artifacts 
that are on 

show visible?

If not, visitors will be 
disgruntled as it will be 

disappointing
Use lighting to 

make them 
stand out

Is there plenty of 
information that 

can be easily read 
by visitors

Visitors want to 
know about the 
artifacts not just 

look

Access 
IssuesDo displays 

have an audio 
option?

Some people 
may find it 
easier than 

reading Are all/most 
places wheelchair 

accessible?

Any changes 
needed to 
implement 

this?

Hearing loop 
systems (fixed 
and portable)Are they all 

fully 
functioning 

or is a 
backup 

needed?

Educational 
Vs 

Commercial

Have the ability to
adapt to larger 

groups

Brings in more 
custom

Events
Great source 

of income

Can be something 
other than 
educational

Can be weddings/ 
team building etc

Could attract other groups 
that don’t necessarily fit the 

main target market

Main purpose 
is to educate

Money is needed 
to be made to 

function

Need facilities for 
groups such as 

schools

Toilets 
including 
disabled

Facilities

Parking close 
to entrance

Interactiv
e displays

Fun for 
younger 
visitors

Allows visitors to 
feel more involvedGift 

shop

Activities up 
at the castle

Re-
enactments

Tours

Food 
outlets

Cafe

Simple quick 
and easy 

food

Restaurant

More 
adventurous 

food with wider 
options than the 

cafe

Could 
eventually 
open up on 
an evening

Galleries for 
special 
events

Community 
exhibitions

Functio
n rooms

Hold events and 
accommodate 

community groups

Partnerships With 
Local 

Businesses/Groups

Locally 
source 

produce for 
food outlets

Use local tradesmen 
for building, repairs 

and maintenance

Museum ticket 
holder 10% discounts 

in town

Reduced 
rates for 

community 
groups

Involve in events/ 
special exhibitions in 
town and at museum

Issues towards 
the other 
characters

Archaeologist

Not all of the site 
will have been 

explored

Identify areas they 
could look into

Preservation 
of finds

Businesses 
in the 

community

Form 
partnerships with 

them

Dundiggin
land owner

Does he want to rent or 
sell the land?

Access to castle from 
visitor centre

Wildlife 
conservation 

groups

Disturbance 
of wildlife

Identify where the 
wildlife lives and 

move public access 
away from the area
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CADW

Preserving 
the site

Work with them to ensure
the safety and preservation 

of the site is to their
standards.

Local 
people

Traffic

Use signage to direct 
visitors around the 
outskirts of town

Town will 
be very 

busy

Advise it will be 
good for the local 

economy

History 
Society

Will the information
on artifact/ castle
history be correct?

Work with them 
as they may have 
a knowledge of 

this


