The Alchemist
Description of title page:
THE | ALCHMEMIST. |VVritten | by | Ben. Ionson.
                                    ------Neque, me vt miretur turba, laboro :
                                 Contentus paucis lectoribus. 
||LONDON, | Printed by Thomas Snodham, for Walter Burre | and are to be fold by Iohn Stepneth, at the | Weft-end of Paules. | 1612.

The alchemist was written by popular playwright Ben Jonson in the year 1610. The first printed copy of the book was in 1612, printed by Thomas Snodham for Watlter Burre to be sold by Iohn Stephneth at his bookshop at the west end of Paules (Greg vol). The published play was printed in Quatro. After the title page, there is a letter written to Mary, Lady Wroth, with the heading “To the Lady, most equal with virtue and her blood: The Grace, and Glory of women” (Greg Vol). Mary Wroth was a successful poet whose work was highly admired by Jonson. The play was published again in 1616 and again in 1640 (Greg Vol). These publications were apart of a collection, the Ben Jonson Works collection, the 1616 2nd and 1640 3rd editions. In 1616 the play was printed by William Stansby who was also a book seller. The 1640 edition was printed by Richard Bishop. The 1616 edition had a different heading for the letter to Mary Wroth that reads “To the lady most deseruing her Name, and Bloud: Mary, L Wroth (Greg vol).
 In the period when The Alchemist was written, London was struck with a Bubonic plague. Those who could afford to leave and flee to the countryside did so leaving behind empty houses and buildings, and those who couldn’t afford to flee, stayed behind and risked getting sick. This provides pretext, as it was incorporated into the play in which Face remains in the London house that was left vacant by its owner. The Alchemist is a biting satire of human folly and greed ( British Library). Subtle, Face and Doll’s customers who are unaware of the scam are not only defrauded but also punished by their own vices and hypocrisies. They are con artists who just care about making money as their primary concern. (British Library). The relationship between Jonson and the theatre was not always smooth. While he frequently exhibits a dislike for the stage's banality, he also plainly enjoys the creative options it offers. This ambiguity is demonstrated in The Alchemist. Throughout the play, concealment serves as the pivot: Face, Doll, and Subtle (and even Surly and Lovewit) change their attire, accessories, speech styles, and accents showing Jonsons sense of creativity (Rasmussen et al, 2017). This led James Mardock, a Jonson scholar to describe the play as “Jonson’s most systematically and explicitly metatheatrical comedy” (Rasmussen et al,2017). 
Ben Jonson went from being a well-educated lad to an apprentice bricklayer and soldier before becoming one of the most eminent playwrights and poets (Dickson 2017). He was the son of an Anglican clergyman who died shortly after his birth. His mother remarried to a master bricklayer of Westminster who thought Jonson the trade. Jonson met great fortune when he met a wealthy friend that paid to have him sent to the Westminster School (Dickson 2017). After school he was working as a labourer, helping in his stepfather building business. He often complained the work was hard and that he couldn’t endure it and would be made fun of because of it. In his free time he would be reading, expanding his horizons in literature (Dickson 2017). Jonson left labouring work to join the army in the late 1590s. his stay wasn’t long, he returned to London and married in 1594. In 1598 Jonson Jonson was jailed for killing a fellow actor, Gabriel Spencer, over a dispute in a duel. He was later released due to a loophole that granted freedom to anyone who could read a verse from the Latin bible(Dickson 2017). He contributed to the 1605 farce Eastward Ho! that made fun of the newly crowned King James. Jonson was incarcerated once more and looks to have been in actual danger of having his ears and nose cut off (Dickson 2017). Despite all this drama in his life, Jonson’s name is besides the greats in the playwright history.

Stationers Register
The earliest entry of the play was entered in the stationers register in 1610, 3rd October by Walter Burre (Arber Vol 3,pg 201). It was indicated that the licenser of the book was Sir George Bucke (Master of the Revels). In 1630 on July 30th the play was entered again into the stationers register by John Spencer (Arber vol 4). The copy was assigned to him by the wife of Walter Burre, who handed over the rights to him after her husband died. the play was recorded into the stationers register once more by ‘Master Stansby’ (William Stansby) by note of Walter Burre and Master Lowens bearing the date 10th June 1621 (Arber vol 4). He gained the copyright of the alchemist from the widow of the late Thomas Snodham.

Booksellers and printers
In 1612 the first published version of the play was printed by Thomas Snodham. Thomas was a printer in London form the period 1603-1625 (Mckerrow). He was the apprentice of Thomas East. After East’s death, his widow assigned his rights to twenty four copies of plays over to Snodham who took the name of East to gain an advantage in trade (Mckerrow). The play was printed for Walter Burre, who is also a book seller in london in the period 1597-1601 at The Flower-de Luce(1601), Crown(1601) and the Crane (1604) (Mckerrow). The Crane book store is located at St. Paules Street Between the Black Bear and the White Greyhound (Blaney pg.76) . Burre was the son of a yeoman of South Mimms, co. Herts (Mckerrow). He apprenticed under Richard Watkins (a stationer) for nine years until he became a freeman of the company (Mckerrow). He published several of Ben Jonson plays. After his death in 1621, his wife passed over some of the rights to Mathew Lownes and George Latham (Mckerrow). She then held on to the remainder until 1630 when she passed them to John Spencer. The published play was to be sold by John Stephneth. He was a bookseller in the period 1609-1612 at the Crane bookshop at the west end of St. Paul’s. He apprenticed under Gregory Seton for 8 years (Mckerrow
The printer of the 1616 copy was William Stansby. Stansby was a printer and bookseller in the period 1597 at the Cross keys bookstore at St. Pails wharf (Mckerrow). He was the apprentice of John Windet (Stationer) until he was admitted a freeman in the 1590’s (Mckerrow). he was a man of considerable position in the trade that was frequently mentioned In the wills of other stationers, he gained the copyright to the alchemist and other plays on 23rd February 1625/26, from the widow of the late Thomas Snodham (Mckerrow). The transfer filled 2 pages in the register. (Mckerrow) 
Richard Bishop was the printer of the 1640 folio edition of the play. He was a printer at ST. Peter’s Wharf. He bought the business from William Stansby for £700 gaining the copyright to the play (Mckerrow). 

Performance
The Alchemist was first performed in 1610 , by the King’s Men or the Kings Majesty’s Servants. Out of all the plays, this was one where the lists of original actors has survived. The earliest cast list for the play was printed in the 1616 folio edition, they are: Richard Burbage, John Heminges, John Lowin, William Ostler, Henry Condell, John Underwood, Alexander Cooke, Nicholas Tooley, Robert Armin, and William Eaglestone (Greg Vol 3). The play was performed at the Blackfriars indoor playhouse in London (Munro).
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