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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding.


500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).
 


Within the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014, the legislation ensures the safeguarding of both adults and children. The act consists of 11 parts and addresses a range of social care responsibilities, with Part 7 specifically concerning safeguarding. This part provides the legal foundation for the development and implementation of the Wales Safeguarding Procedures. Working Together to Safeguard People (Welsh Government, 2022)
sets out the safeguarding duties within the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 and provides the basis for the Wales Safeguarding Procedures. These procedures explain what practitioners should do when safeguarding concerns arise and include guidance to support their practice. They are used across different services in Wales, including health, education, social care, and the police. It is vital to remember that it is everybody’s responsibility to report concerns of harm and abuse in children and adults.

The Children Act 1989 and more recently the Children Act 2004 are both Acts of the UK Parliament which protect children, they apply to England and Wales. The Children Act 2004 was introduced following the death of Victoria Climbié and built upon the 1989 Act by strengthening arrangements for safeguarding children and improving multi-agency working between services (NSPCC). There are many sections of the Children Act 1989 and 2004, however the most relevant parts to safeguarding are, Section 17 which places a duty on the local authority to ensure that children in need are supported and their welfare. Section 47 which puts a duty on the local authority to investigate concerns and take appropriate action if they believe a child is experiencing, or may be at risk of, significant harm. Section 1 of the Children Act 1989 places the child's welfare at the centre of all decisions concerning their care and upbringing.

The Human Rights Act 1998 requires professionals to respect the rights of children and their families when making safeguarding decisions, ensuring that any intervention is necessary and appropriate.

 There are many forms of abuse, and children may display a range of indicators that they are experiencing harm. These can include but are not limited to changes in behaviour, personality, appearance, or mannerisms. While such signs do not necessarily indicate abuse, they may suggest that further assessment is required (NSPCC, 2025). Any enquiries should be carried out in a sensitive and person-centred manner.

Identifying the preferred outcomes of a safeguarding intervention is an important part of person-centred practice. It ensures that the views, wishes and feelings of children, families and carers are considered throughout the safeguarding process. By working collaboratively with those involved, professionals can develop support plans that are meaningful to the individual and more likely to achieve positive long-term outcomes.


WORD COUNT-  444










	
Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work


400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).




In Wales, safeguarding children is mainly based on the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 and the Children Act 1989. The Wales Safeguarding Procedures help guide professionals when responding to concerns about abuse or neglect. They include separate guidance for safeguarding children and adults. Under Section 130 of the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014, professionals have a duty to report concerns if they believe a child may be at risk. The local authority must then decide whether a Section 47 enquiry under the Children Act 1989 is needed to investigate concerns of significant harm. Most of the Children Act 1989 applies in both England and Wales.
Ensuring a child’s wellbeing and safety is paramount and their choice can often be overridden by a professional if those professionals feel that the child is being harmed and is at risk. However, an adult that is deemed to have the mental capacity to make their own decisions, despite the potential of being coerced has a legal right to make their own choice, this choice could be not accepting help, this is called an “unwise” or “risky decision”. 
The Mental Capacity Act 2005 is based on the principle that adults should be presumed to have capacity to make their own decisions unless there is evidence to show otherwise. The Act applies to people aged 16 and over. When working with children, practitioners may use Gillick Competence and the Fraser Guidelines to help determine whether a child is able to understand and make decisions about their own care (NSPCC, 2022). Although a child's views and wishes should always be listened to, their safety and wellbeing remain the main priority. Taking a child-centred approach means considering what matters to the child and involving them in decisions where possible, while ensuring that their rights are respected and that any actions taken are in their best interests (Welsh Government, 2018b).

Anybody can be the victim of abuse and harm; however, the Office for National Statistics (2019) found that individuals with a learning or physical disability are 2-4 more likely to be abused. This could be down to power imbalance, difficulties with reporting or unique forms of abuse which could be withholding medication or medical equipment. 


WORD COUNT - 370








24

image1.png
Prifysgol Cymru
N Y Drindod Dewi Sant

" University of Wales
Trinity Saint David




