Fantasy and reality: can we trust media sources?
This supporting paper will look into the opinion of how all the UK police should be armed. During 1884 in London, the first time in the UK police were consistently armed due to the murder of two of the Metropolitan Police officers, officers carried guns during their night patrols for their own safety and the safety of others, this was until it was made the law that guns needed to be locked away at police stations (Politics, 2021). 
In the UK only specialist officers are armed, the police rely on Authorised Firearm Officers (AFO) to go to situations where firearms are actually needed. There are different types of firearm officers for example, Specialist Firearms Officer (SFO), Counter Terrorist Specialist Firearms Officer (CTSFO) and Tactical Support Officer (TST) (PFOA, 2017). An example where Firearms officers were needed was at the Westminster Bridge attack, on the 22nd of March 2017, where 50 people were injured  and 6 were killed, this includes PC Keith Palmer, where he was stabbed to death by Khalid Masood before he was shot by firearm police and later died on scene (BBC 2017). This is significant because there is an argument that if Palmer was armed with a firearm himself would he have lost his life on this day?
The Mirror newspaper interviewed Tony Long five years ago. Tony Long who is an ex Metropolitan Police firearms officer who was in the role for 6 years. With the Mirror interviewing Long suggest that this article is reliable as the information is coming from someone who has seen the job first hand and have worked with and without a firearm, but on the other hand Long may be biased towards arming all the police as he has had personal experience. What is also important to consider is that Long was an armed police officer in the 70s which is important because police and what have to deal with is completely different today. There are many more rules and legislations nowadays considering health and safety and the rights an individual has so what was relevant within the seventies could be slightly outdated to the police force of the twenty first century. Long believes that the UK police should have their own choice if their wanted to be trained to carry a firearm on patrol (Long, 2017). 
This is a valuable statement from Long as he is trained and knowledgeable about the idea of firearms and the use of guns within the police force. It would surely be better for the people who make decisions about arming the police to be part of the police themselves as they understand the full picture including both the costs and benefits.  
Sir Hugh Orde who is the president of the Association of Chief Police Officers was interviewed by BBC Radio 4, who said that guns never solve the problem. He commented that they have not prevented crime in America (BBC, 2012). Tourists who come to the UK from overseas are always surprised that UK police are not armed when patrolling the streets (Kelly, 2012). This is because most police forces in the world are armed but only a few are not for example the UK, Republic of Ireland, Norway, and New Zealand (Waddington, 1999). Laing and Laing (2008) explain that in Amsterdam an officer is armed with a visible pistol that is always ready to use, may use their weapon once in 40 years. This is significant cause it could mean that in Amsterdam people would see regular officers with firearms and consider whether they should commit a serious crime 
Within 2018 London had extremely high records of violence including 127 violent deaths this acted as a catalyst for the Met wanting an increase in armed police patrolling, due to the increase of gang violence at the threat is posed. Cressida Dick, who is the Metropolitan Commissioner, told the London Assembly Police and Crime Committee that armed police are only used in extreme circumstances but only for a short period of time. When looking to tackle violent crime and terrorism, the Police Federation carried out a national survey, that concluded 55 percent of police in the UK would carry a firearm, this percentage has risen up by 11% since 2006. When looking at the cost of arming all UK police is quite expensive but in the long run it could be beneficial if they decrease the number of violent deaths. There are also already specialised firearm units, which means there are sufficient enough training facilities ready (TheWeek, 2018). The problems with the ‘The Week’ are that they are an online digital publisher, and on this article, there is not an author, which therefore it could be biased. 
Jarram (2021) who is the Senior Digital Reporter and Crime Correspondent for Nottinghamshire Live newspaper, produced an article about police officers being armed in more situations in Nottingham. This gives a modern example of a needing increase for more police officers to be armed. This was decided because of a high level of threat when it came to terrorism within Nottingham and surrounding areas. The article gave clear pros for police to be armed as it discusses an improvement in police tactics. A problem was identified by the local police department for Nottinghamshire that money used specifically for armed response often goes to London. This is because the Met that polices London is more specialised and used to dealing extreme crime for example terrorism. The money that has been provide to the police in Nottingham was greatly appreciated. However, the article took an approach that showed that the people living in this area were slightly concerned for the increased use of firearms in the local areas. Evidence for this can be seen within the subheading of the article, which specifically told the people not to be alarmed about the increased patrol presence. The article included comments by the super intendant Claire Rukas. Rukas reinforced the point that the people of Nottingham should not be worried. She took specific detail to inform readers on how the gums will be kept safely. This information is important for this type of media as it informs the public on how the guns will be used safely, the police would hope that this message will put the members of the public at ease. One must consider the time that this newspaper article was published. 2021 was the year that was still being controlled by the pandemic. The covid 19 pandemic is specially mentioned within the article perhaps stating that despite the pandemic crime was still as common as ever, which therefore meant the article was trying to inform the rising threat of terror in the area. The purpose of this article is to inform the public on what is going on, if this did not happen and the public saw the police patrolling with gun it may cause more worry and friction between the police and public. 
In conclusion this supporting paper has looked into how the UK police should be armed, it has analysed different media sources and their opinions on the matter. Throughout researching the topic, it was found that most media sources especially news articles do not agree with arming all of the UK police, there was a vast number of articles on this, where as there was only a small number of articles for why the police should be armed. 
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