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[bookmark: _Toc122121772]Introduction 
According to Salam (2020), community development refers to the process where the community members, in alliance with the agencies, identify and take strategic actions addressing the issues within the community. It is an initiative to empower community members that helps create a stronger community (Salam, 2020). This report is based on a community of Brighton & Hove, providing a comprehensive study of its demography. This community has been reformed by the local community merging the borough with Brighton forming the Borough of Brighton & Hove. It has gained significant importance due to its Royal Palace, known as the Royal Pavilion (Bramley and Fitzpatrick, 2018). The emergence of Covid 19, obesity and climatic conditions has posed soaring challenges to the Brighton and Hove City Council. However, other issues need the government’s intervention to mitigate the same. The two development efforts that have been chosen are reducing home sleeplessness, and rough sleeping and the effort is to enhance child support. The causes behind these two developmental efforts will be enumerated. The different approaches taken in the community and their effectiveness will be studied. A recommendation has been provided to help adapt and cope with the digital era. 
[bookmark: _Toc122121773]Overview of Brighton & Hove 
As per the reports published by the ONS in 2020, the population of this community is found to be 291, 738 whereas its current population is estimated to be 293,452. The population growth rate in mid-2020 is 0.3-0.5% (Zamberlan et al., 2021). Brighton & Hove stretches 83 square kilometres, and its population density per square kilometre is 3,524. Based on the evidence, 58% of the total population is white, and the prevalence of ethnic minorities is comparatively low. 52% of their population constitutes members aged 20-44 years (Cheng et al., 2021).
In contrast, 43% of Brighton's population is married, and 11% live an independent and single life. It is a metropolitan Borough of East Sussex and constitutes a diverse community. The number of males and females is almost equal in this community, accounting for 50.9% males and 49.1% females (Fitzpatrick et al., 2019). The student population accounts for 8.3%, whereas the professionals make up a third of its people. It is ranked in the 21st position in the United Kingdom based on its population.
Moreover, 1.2% of its population lives in rural areas, while 22.4% resides in the Government Office region. The life expectancy is estimated to be 28.8 years, and the mortality rate is documented to be 656 during the emergence of the pandemic. Tourism and financial services are the most attractive and crucial sectors of its economy. It serves as the administrative centre for its famous seaside resorts in the unitary authority. More than 600 residents of Brighton and Hove have reported issues associated with housing, litter, and parking that adversely affect the community’s prosperity (Yerkes and Javornik, 2019). 
[bookmark: _Toc122121774]Issues faced within Brighton and Hove 
In addition to the waves of resentment created by the ill effects of the pandemic, there have been two most critical issues faced by the residents of Brighton and Hove. Two major concerns are homelessness, rough sleeping, and inefficient child support. The health and well-being of the homeless population in Brighton & Hove are at risk as a consequence of Covid 19. They have been facing a cliff edge suffering due to homelessness (Aldridge, 2020). Though the rough sleepers have been provided with temporary accommodation, the impact on their health and well-being is at stake. In response to the Covid 19, shifting campaigning focus on eradicating homelessness. Galvanise BH is a local community-let voluntary campaign that supports the national and local authorities in providing long-term provisions and accommodation to homeless individuals (Kirby, 2020). The movement of the Galvanise is to involve the provincial government in establishing sustainability for the rough sleepers. Brighton and Hove Council, supporting the Sussex Community NHS Foundation Trust, has been working to ensure homeless people with self-contained accommodation. On 3rd March 2020, a Campaign Planning Event was hosted to address the issues of homeless individuals (Aldridge, 2020). Homelessness and rough sleeping have become significant issues in Brighton & Hove, as 44.8% of the homeless have reported being attacked or physically harmed based on the consensus reports of January 2020.  18.6% reported relationship breakdowns due to rough sleeping and homelessness. 13.3% of the people have been reported to work against their will. 40% of homeless people have reported suffering from significant health complexities due to the development of chronic disease (Bramley and Fitzpatrick, 2018). However, there have been specific policies implemented as a measure to eradicate homelessness.  FEANTSA (European Federation of National Organisations Working with the Homeless) developed the Homeless Bills of Rights in 2017 to help reduce the growing criminalisation of homeless people. Article 1 of the Bill ensures the right to housing individuals (Greenwood et al., 2020). Homelessness and Rough Sleepers Strategy 2020-2025 aims to safeguard the interest of the homeless, putting intense pressure on the Government and the Brighton and Hove Council to bring into action and practice to protect the homeless. Moreover, the local authorities have sought a long-term solution for homeless individuals. The pandemic wave has pressured the government to protect these people from the risk of infection (www.brighton-hove.gov.uk, 2022).
The children’s health in the Borough and Hove have been at greater risk due to inadequate health facilities and services for childcare. The child with learning disabilities has shown a devastating decrease in school attendance (Yerkes and Javornik, 2019). The physical and mental well-being of the child is essential as it would help them gain academic knowledge. Abstinence from schools has been associated with several risk factors, such as prolonged exposure to exploitation. The child’s ability to learn is highly impacted by poor behaviour and affects their relationship with peers and tutors. Poor behaviours in school also lead to social exclusion (Zamberlan et al., 2021). Poverty, the primary cause of social exclusion, adversely affects children's learning ability and, in turn, their mental and physical health. The negligence of the need of the child by the care providers can affect them throughout their life. Poor relationships manifested within five years of age should be reported to the Health Visiting Service for guidance. Poor educational relationships can display in their behaviour with peers and tutors. It often leads to language and communication difficulties and barriers to learning abilities (Yerkes and Javornik, 2019). The prevalence of child poverty in Borough and Hove has significantly affected the mental and physical well-being of the child. 2.5 million Children have been experiencing food security on a national level. This overburdens humans with an increasing cost that affects their relationships and lifestyle. There has been a significant rise of 33% in children's access to free meals accounting for 1623 children in Brighton & Hove, as the reports revealed in May 2019. Currently, the figure has risen to 6,568 and is more likely to increase twofold in the coming years, as per the estimation of the consensus (Cheng et al., 2021). However, a theory of change would help provide a framework guiding evidence to build and learn about child development and protection. It reflects on driving changes at subsequent levels and helps in protecting the child from neglect, abuse and various other forms of exploitation. It helps in building a system that would sustainably address the issues. It would also help strengthen the environment and leverage local authority.
[bookmark: _Toc122121775]Approaches and developmental efforts 
Considering the challenges posed by the above two stated concerns, the approach of the government and the Brighton and Hove Council is essential in combating the issues. The councillors are considering the £8 million plan to overcome homelessness (Fitzpatrick et al., 2019). This plan has been implemented in response to the figures for homelessness in Brighton and Hove. Nearly 200 of the homeless individuals have been living in Eastbourne and Lewes. This plan has been implemented to approve a capital budget of £2.8 million aided by the government to provide homes to the needy (Bramley and Fitzpatrick, 2018). This aims at supporting a capital budget of £3.24 million for buying properties on ten-year leases for delivering immediate housing addressing lower needs that would be financed by the government aid of £1.163 million. This plan would help approve the usage of short-term emergency hotels until March. This would put immense pressure on the council to own statutory accommodation in compliance with the Homelessness Reduction Act. It would also provide funding for the 15-20 hotel rooms to be utilised as a part of the SWEP (Severe weather Emergency Protocol) (Kirby, 2020). The council have been able to bring 369 people who are sleeping on the streets during the advent of the lockdown. Last year in March, the board was able to send back around 149 homeless people having strong links with the locals. The implementation of such plans has reduced as per the reports in July. The council has been building houses to tackle the supply shortage and emergency housing for needy individuals. The city council’s plan for 2020 to 2023 aims to provide 365 days of shelter to those in the greatest need. For the accommodation of the rough sleepers, Housing First Provision would be made effective. This plan aims at developing homeless guardianship schemes and fortifying partnerships working with the community to eliminate homelessness and rough sleeping (Our plan 2020 to 2023). The conflict theory stresses that capitalism is the primary cause of homelessness. The idea of conflict would help explain capitalism as a source of homelessness as this theory explores the relationship between two classes of society, namely the bourgeoisie and proletariat (Dahrendorf, 2022). This theory recognises homelessness as an issue since motivations of the bourgeoisie emerge as the result of inequalities and social stratification. Social disparities are associated with social stratification as individuals from unprivileged backgrounds live on the streets, and those with enough money and resources constitute the top section of society.
Communication is vital in making people aware of the consequences of such issues as homelessness and childcare support. In the era of digitalisation, social media serves as a platform to raise a voice against such issues. In response to the increasing risks of infection and criminalisation associated with homelessness, the Galvanise BH resorted to active campaigning to pressure the government to address the issues of homeless people. The purpose of the communication methods such as social media and campaigning is to raise awareness and compel the government and the local authorities to take action against the offences and make provisions to protect homelessness. Effective communication would also stress enhancing the childcare services as the people need to understand the need of the child. Children are the most vulnerable section of society; hence the community needs to protect them and ensure they are provided with healthcare facilities. The failure of the legal proceedings would be combated through social awareness by resorting to powerful weapons such as campaigning and social media platforms to pressure the government to take necessary steps.
To enhance child support in Brighton and Hove, the City Council has been aiming to support early-year provisions. This would be accomplished by supporting children’s centres and local authorities to render high-quality early years provisions. The strategic plan aims at ensuring the schools improve the quality of teaching and the well-being of the children. This could be achieved by establishing a Local Education Board for the coordination and improvement provisions in the schools (Cheng et al., 2021).  Developing programs to eliminate the attainment gap for disabled learners is an effective measure. Every child counts matter as an essential part of the plan that helps encourage the children in different activities. 
Additionally, the plan helps promote outcomes in every child matter standard to ensure that none of the family members is neglected. The project aims to eliminate discrimination in access to healthcare services. The refugees and the young LGBTQ people would be treated equally to eradicate health inequalities. It would also help promote lifelong learning and strengthen the learner and resident relationship (Our plan 2020 to 2023). The Children Act 1989 protects the child from maltreatment and helps to prevent impairment of the child’s health and development. The Act ensures that the children are provided with adequate care, and that necessary actions are taken to obtain the best possible outcome for a child.
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The two issues addressed would be minimised to a certain extent and would help to cope with the digitalised world by taking into consideration the following recommendations:
· Out-of-school services should be implemented in the educational systems to enhance the learning capabilities of the disabled child specifically. The young people's perspectives should be considered in the services provided to them (Zamberlan et al., 2021).
· Creation of more autism centres for the youth and children should be fostered by the Brighton & Hove Council, aided by the government (Yerkes and Javornik, 2019). 
· The special needs educational services should be enhanced, and the schools should promote active travelling to reduce the risks of obesity, respiratory problems etc. 
· The implementation of early intervention programs addressing sex discrimination should be fostered. 
· Introduction of selective licensing and the creation of the private rented sector team for the enforcement of standards of housing and energy efficiency (Aldridge, 2020). 
· The expansions of the landlord schemes should be supported by offering low house rents for people with lower incomes. 
· Incorporating a participatory budget for estate improvements and increasing the community's involvement in housing and Tenant Involvement (Kirby, 2020). 
· In the era of digitalisation, the role of social media and campaigning plays a crucial role. The advancement of technology paved the path for the incorporation of powerful weapons such as digital media to raise voices against unjust practices through campaigning, thereby putting intense pressure on the government and the Brighton and Hove Council to take necessary actions. This would serve as an essential strategy to drive effectiveness in addressing the issues associated with homelessness and childcare services. 
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The community of Brighton & Hove is in ongoing development, and it is confronting issues with homelessness and insufficient child support. Efficient communication to raise awareness is vital, so that community members comprehend the consequences of these issues. Communication methods such as social and digital media and campaigns are used in Brighton & Hove to persuade the community to be aware of homelessness and insufficient child support.
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