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Sex, sex and more sex! What more could you want? Published in 2001 by Moira Buffini, Loveplay is about many sexual encounters throughout human history with many witty and comedic moments, featuring many different eras such the Roman period, the Dark Ages, the Renaissance, Victorian era and 21st Century. This production was put on by the 3rd Year (BA) Acting Students at UWTSD at the Carmarthen campus, the space in which the performance took place in was in the Y Llwyfan building, which is also on campus.         

The part of the Y Llwyfan that the play was performed in was a huge space, so I was intrigued with what they were going to do with the space given, and they did not disappoint the set they had was ideal for us, the audience. We were able to see the actors performing from three different angles with one row in the front, and two rows on the left- and right-hand sides of the stage, the aesthetic of the stage was rustic and unique and played well into all the different eras that the play went through, for example in the Roman period the stage was a latrine, in the dark ages used as a temple in the forest and in the modern era an office. One of the many moments in the play that I found humours was that the actors would often discuss what they thought that their area or building once was, with some characters believing that it was haunted but we as the audience knew that it was once a Roman toilet.

Lighting was simple but I liked that, as it didn’t need anything flashy, they did however make great comedic use of projection, this was seen when they transitioned to different time periods, two screens would come down in front of the stage and images projected were that of historical figures of that time and images were edited as if their portraits were Tinder profiles and under their portraits were cringey but funny pick-up lines that matched to their profession, when we transitioned to the late 60’s and 70’s where many events took place such as the Apollo 11 Moon landing and the Hippie Peace and Love Movement.

It was a very enjoyable evening, but I do feel that some actors were underused, I felt that Maddie (Roxanne) was outstanding whenever she took to the stage, her character portrayed emotions that made you really feel for her.

Speaking to the company afterwards gave me great insight into how they work and how close they are, when asked how the company gets along? Bee (Actor) described the company as ‘One Big Family’, and that is shown with how supportive they are to not only their fellow actors but also to the Set and Design students that helped them along the way. I asked the question of how did the set influence movement? Molly (Actor) said that ‘It was awkward performing certain scenes when didn’t have set, but things became more comfortable when the set was in place, it allowed us to play more with it’.

Overall, the performance was hilarious and had great moments for us to have a break from the jokes and enjoy some solid acting and would highly recommend it.
