Bibliographical Exercise
Part I
The first page of the book seems to be missing, as the first signature seen upon opening is a ii. This missing page may have been a title page or a colophon as both are missing from the book. The second part of the book also goes directly to a ii, where a page may be missing. Further into part two, there are two signatures of e ii followed by two blanks, with no e i, which may have been a printing error. The third part of the book is missing a iii and only has ten pages where twelve would be expected as there are three blanks following a ii. None of the pages are numbered.
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Part II
The book appears to have been donated to the Lampeter library by Thomas Phillips in 1838. Thomas Phillips was a surgeon in the Royal Navy, an educational philanthropist, and a slave owner.[footnoteRef:1] He gained a significant amount of wealth after purchasing a sugar plantation on the island of St Vincent.[footnoteRef:2] After the abolition of slavery, Phillips was awarded £4737 as compensation when the 167 people he enslaved were set free.[footnoteRef:3] Phillips donated over 22,500 books to the University of Wales, St David’s College, Lampeter between 1834 and 1852. Phillips died before the collection had been completely shipped over to Lampeter. [1:  ‘Thomas Phillips (educational benefactor)’, Wikipedia, 2 September 2024 <https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Thomas_Phillips_(educational_benefactor)&oldid=1243653346> [accessed 12 February 2026].]  [2:  ‘Thomas Phillips (educational benefactor)’, Wikipedia.]  [3:  ‘Thomas Phillips (educational benefactor)’, Wikipedia.] 

The book is composed of three separate parts. The first part is titled Caesaris Comment on the spine and contains a copy the first book of the commentary from Caesar on the Gallic wars. The second part is titled Sallust Op and contains some of the works (or operas) by Gaius Sallustius Crispus, whose name is commonly anglicised to Sallust. The third part of the book is titled Diodorus Siculus and contains some of the works of Diodorus Siculus, a Greek historian from Sicily. The text in the third part of the book has been translated into Latin from the original ancient Greek, although it is not clear by whom.
Caesaris Comment contains a printed copy the first book of Julius Caesar’s account of the Gallic wars in which the Roman Empire attacked Gaul, the homeland of Brittonic, Germanic, and Gallic tribes.[footnoteRef:4] The text is in third person and was written by Julius Caesar after the wars concluded. Gaius Sallustius Crispus was a Roman born in the year 86 BC and worked as both a historian and a politician in Ancient Rome.[footnoteRef:5] He lived at the same time as Julius Caesar and sought out Caesar’s aid when he was accused of extortion and plundering by the senate.[footnoteRef:6] Caesar made sure that his case never went to trial and was instead thrown out.[footnoteRef:7] Diodorus Siculus was a Greek historian that also lived in the 1st century BCE, thought the exact years of his birth and death are not clear.[footnoteRef:8]  [4:  Jeffrey Henderson •. Gesine Manuwald, ‘Book I’, Loeb Classical Library, n.d. <https://www.loebclassics.com/view/caesar-gallic_wars/1917/pb_LCL072.3.xml> [accessed 20 February 2026].]  [5:  ‘Sallust | Roman Historian & Political Writer | Britannica’, 21 January 2026 <https://www.britannica.com/biography/Sallust> [accessed 20 February 2026].]  [6:  ‘Sallust | Roman Historian & Political Writer | Britannica’.]  [7:  ‘Sallust | Roman Historian & Political Writer | Britannica’.]  [8:  Donald L. Wasson, ‘Diodorus Siculus’, World History Encyclopedia, 14 December 2020 <https://www.worldhistory.org/Diodorus_Siculus/> [accessed 20 February 2026].] 
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