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The primary people involved in the incident are Sarah Peterson which is the main victim of incident, who suffers physical and psychological injuries. Jack Smith which is Sarah’s boyfriend, who experiences trauma from witnessing the event and suffering from PTSD. Mary Smith who is Jack’s mother, who witnesses the chaos and experiences general anxiety disorder as a result. Janice Peterson, which is Sarah’s mother, who develops clinical depression and is sectioned after witnessing her daughter’s suffering. There is Bob which is a member of the public who attempts to help Sarah but suffers from psychosis and alcoholism because of the incident. Therefore, there is Barry Bottleman which is the owner of the festival, potentially responsible for the safety standards and planning. 

Fireworks malfunctioned, shooting in the wrong direction and causing a panic among the crowd. This led to a stampede of people trying to escape, with Sarah being trampled and severely injured. Sarah was burned by a firework, left unconscious, and later suffered life-altering injuries. Jack froze in place and was swept away by the crowd, but did not sustain serious injuries. Mary and Janice both had psychological responses to the event with anxiety and depression. Bob tried to help Sarah but suffered mental health issues, including psychosis and alcoholism. 

The outcome for everyone involved are that Sarah burned by a firework, trampled, and suffered life-changing injuries, including the amputation of her left arm and paralysis from the waist down. Jack developed PTSD, unable to leave home or function normally. Mary developed generalized anxiety disorder, unable to leave her home or live her life as before, Janice developed clinical depression, leading to her being sectioned. Bob became an alcoholic, developed psychosis, and was affected by insomnia.

The even took place on the 14th of June 2023, the fireworks malfunctioned at 6:45pm, leading to the stampede. The incident unfolded during the final act of the festival. The physical injuries and psychological effects occurred in the hours, days, and weeks following the incident. Sarah was hospitalized, Jack, Mary, Janice, and Bob all began showing signs of mental health distress in the aftermath. Jack PTSD likely developed soon after the stampede and as he witnessed the chaos and Sarah’s injury. Mary’s anxiety disorder developed soon after the event, potentially worsened by her traumatic experience trying to help Sarah. Janice’s depression phase developed after seeing Sarah’s injuries and could have been triggered by the chaos. Bob’s mental health, including psychosis, likely developed shortly after he helped Sarah, as he struggled with insomnia and turned to alcohol.  The Time Stomp festival took place in Leeds, specifically near the stage area and the grass verge where Sarah and Jack were dancing.  The stampede occurred in the crowd area, with people trying to escape the malfunctioning fireworks and the panic they caused. Sarah was trampled on the grass verge and later helped by Bob, who carried her to the local hospital. Mary was in the higher stands and observed the panic unfold. Therefore, Janice was in the exit area, trying to leave when the chaos began. 

The reason why the incident happen is because the fireworks fired in the wrong direction, causing panic among the crowd. The festival organizers which are Barry Bottleman, and the fireworks team may be held responsible for failing to ensure the fireworks were safely managed. As fireworks malfunctioned and panic spread, people ran towards the exit, contributing to the stampede. Because of that Sarah was trampled and burned by a firework during the chaos. Everyone involved had a different psychological response due to their proximity to the chaos and the trauma experienced. 

This scenario clearly falls under tort law, which is the area of law that deals with civil wrongs that cause harm or loss to individuals, and for which the injured party may be entitled to compensation. The fireworks malfunction, which led to the stampede, suggests negligence on the part of those responsible for setting up and managing the fireworks. Tort law in this context of negligence involves proving that a duty of care was owed, the duty was breached, and that breach directly caused harm. The organizers of the festival and those responsible for the fireworks display had a legal obligation to ensure the safety of attendees which makes this a duty of care. If the fireworks malfunctioned due to improper setup, inadequate safety checks, or failure to follow safety protocols, this could constitute a breach of duty. The causation is the malfunctioning fireworks caused panic, leading to the stampede, which resulted in physical injuries and emotional distress to several people. The damage was made when the stampede caused severe physical injuries to Sarah, psychological harm to Jack, Mary, Janice, and Bob, and a significant change in the quality of life for everyone. 
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