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Reading a story to children with a rationale and reflection

TASK ONE
For this assignment, I chose the book Tedi Twt a Goli Glwt Yn yr Ysgol to read to the whole class of Foundation Phase Year 1 in Portmead Primary, who were a range of 5-6 year olds. My personal target for this activity was to read a story in Welsh to a group of children and to engage them in asking questions in Welsh. I wanted them to be interested and engaged, utilise prior welsh language knowsledge and learn new vocabulary. I wanted the children’s learning intension to be clear they could learn new welsh words, read orally together in welsh and learn to engage quietly in a story. The learning objective was to read and listen to a welsh story and engage in questions being asked in welsh to widen their welsh vocabulary. At the end of the activity they should be able to answer yes to the statements ‘I can read welsh for my age group’, ‘I can listen and understand the welsh language being read to me’ and ‘I can answer questions being asked in welsh’. Me and the class both devised the success criteria together to get the children more involved in their learning outcomes. The class already had prior knowledge on Tedi Twt books and some of the vocabulary used but were new to this particular themed book.
In this activity, Year 1 developed their oracy and reading skills and were exposed to a language rich environment. They were able to express themselves and practice and develop their skills during the story and activity. During the story the children also experienced a range of welsh language stimuli and listen and engage in a welsh story. They were also able to respond to questions in welsh and make themselves understood. The children also had an opportunity to engage in role play after the story had been read developing further welsh language and personal skills.

TASK TWO
Video hyperlink - https://youtu.be/2LXkpS3fars 

TASK THREE
Following the Education Reform Act of 1988, Welsh, including Welsh second language, is a statutory subject in the Curriculum for Wales. The introduction of the Foundation Phase for 3 to 7 year olds in Wales from 2008 has also meant that children in English-medium settings and schools are coming into contact with the Welsh language at an earlier age due to the Welsh Language Development Area of Learning. (Welsh Government 2013). Subsequently, the book I chose for this assignment I feel was perfect for my Year 1 class. It consisted of prior knowledge with Tedi Twt and certain vocabulary and then developed new learning skills and vocabulary that the children hadn’t been exposed to yet. When I introduced the book, the class were very excited to listen to me read and were fully engaged from the start.
 I feel the experience was a really good experience, reading in front of an audience can be daunting but I feel it prepared me for future experiences. For example, for another lesson in Key Stage Two (KS2) I had a formal observation while reading a chapter of a story to the whole class and I feel this experience helped me develop skills that were projected in my KS2 lesson. I also feel it gave me more confidence to speak welsh to the children throughout the school day and develop my own welsh language skills as I am not a welsh speaker and encouraged the children’s welsh language development. I also gave an opportunity for role play after the activity to see how much they were able to read themselves and have a more hands on approach to learning welsh. Estyn (2013) recommendations suggest school settings should ensure an effective balance between formal sessions to teach and reinforce language skills and informal opportunities to use them. I gave them the opportunity to listen to me and then have their own opportunity to read and act expressively themselves.
Some of the best aspects of the activity are clear in the video. I was able to keep full control and engagement from the children throughout the story. They were aware that I was the authority in the classroom and were listening to me carefully. I also made them feel like they wanted to engage with the welsh language. I picked a book that suited them, and their skills and they enjoyed being part of the story with me. With some encouragement, they were able to translate vocabulary to English and read words in welsh. Even though sometimes prompted with English, they could understand the direction of the question being asked. When it came to the role play activity, it was clear to me they really had been engaging in the story because their welsh language and reading was superb. Estyn (2013) suggest Skills are developed through communicating in a range of enjoyable, practical planned activities, and using a range of stimuli that build on and increase children’s previous knowledge and experiences.  The children thoroughly enjoyed acting out as Tedi Twt and Goli Glwt in groups. My aim was to challenge the children but to introduce a more day to day experience by introducing conversation and acting while still learning welsh, as welsh be a bit tedious in the classroom and not very true to life. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]A disappointing aspect I feel of the activity is my own confidence and skills to speak welsh. I am not a welsh speaker and have very basic skills when speaking welsh. During PTE my welsh language developed everyday as Portmead Primary were very focussed on promoting the welsh language. However, at this point of my PTE my skills were weak, and I feel I could have spoken a lot more welsh and had more variety in my video than I did. Davies (2013) agrees with this and reports on in ‘One Language for all’. She argues that there are not enough specialist teachers in the subject and the other teachers don’t have the confidence, knowledge and understanding to teach the pupils. Teachers need to feel comfortable when teaching the subject, otherwise the relevance and quality of Welsh won’t reach the pupils. 
My approach to this lesson was to have a mixture of behaviourism and social constructivism pedagogical learning involved. Skinner (1938) believed in positive reinforcement. During my reading of the story, I introduced the welsh language and gave clear instructions on what was expected of this section of the lesson. If they were to engage and work well, they would have a chance to have a more hands on and fun activity at the end. The children responded well and answered questions and read along with me. They were rewarded with positive reinforcement by saying ‘Da Iawn’ and giving class dojo’s out at the end of the lesson. They were also rewarded with a chance to have their own fun with Tedi Twt, Goli Glwt and interacting with each other during role play. This then leads into a more social constructivism approach to learning. Vygotsky (1978) believes in interaction with a skilful tutor or with peers in the classroom and developed his theory the Zone of Proximal Development. ‘the child seeks to understand the actions or instructions provided by the tutor (often the parent or teacher) then internalizes the information, using it to guide or regulate their own performance.’ I allowed them to work in mixed ability groups to gain understanding and experience of the welsh language from each other during their role play. Different children had different abilities of welsh and were able to utilise each other’s knowledge to get the best out of their learning.
I feel the lesson was very effective. The children were engaged throughout. They had limited time sitting in front of me on the carpet, which when they were, behaved brilliantly. The level of welsh language being used was suitable for their age and level, the questions asked were simple and direct. Even though encouraged and prompted often, they tried their best to participate. I asked the children at the end of the lesson whether they thought they met the learning objective and their success criteria which we had created together at the start of the lesson and the feedback I was given by the class was that they thought they could agree with the success criteria. They also gave me feedback on how much they enjoyed the story and the role play!
If I had to teach this lesson again, the most important aspect I would change is my welsh language ability. My ability to teach welsh language is weak and it is something I really need to reflect and work on for the near future. I believe my lesson flowed well, transitions between activities were good, class management was great, the children understood their learning objective, success criteria and their instructions. However, I could have had more variety in my questioning to challenge the children further. The feedback from the children on the lesson was positive and encouraging. Furthermore, feedback from my mentor was similar to my own reflection in that I should have more welsh language skills and variety to able to teach a lesson in the future. I believe this lesson was on the right track with regards to Donaldson’s (2015) Successful futures and fulfilling his 4 purposes in creating children that are ambitious, capable learners who are ready to learn throughout their lives. Enterprising, creative contributors who are ready to play a full part in life and work. Ethical, informed citizens who are ready to be citizens of Wales and the world. Healthy, confident individuals who are ready to lead fulfilling lives as valued members of society.
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