



Using a crime activity of your choice, describe and discuss how classical criminology informs evidence-based policing.
This essay attempts to discuss classical criminology, evidence-based policing and a crime activity such as theft relating to a relevant policing theory and models that tackle this area of crime.
Classical criminology is where a criminal will use one element of their brain to make a decision rationally instead of using all elements of their brain to make a less rational decision. If a criminal uses less emotion, they can think more clearly and either reconsider carrying out a criminal activity for a positive outcome or continue through the negative outcome where they carry out an illegal activity (SozTheo, 2022).
Evidence-based policing means that the best evidence you have is used to help, inform and develop the challenges within the policing policies, practices and the decisions being made. The approaches used within evidence-based policing can be used by everyone within the police service, and this can be supported with the help of academics and other partners working together as a team (College of Policing, 2023).
Classical crime theory is based on people assuming that they can do what they want and when they want of their own free will and are responsible for their own decisions and actions. Those offending can also weigh up their own abilities rationally. Crimes that have been committed result from the people offending and making their own choices rationally without any thought about the consequences. Social connections can be a cause of crime within the classical period. However, the crime itself is more interesting and is the main focus of this theory than the offending person. This is because human beings and social circumstances can be equally met, which means it helps to recognise the criminals and those who are not (SozTheo, 2022) and (Burke, 2018).
The rational choice theory sees crimes as the result of those offending, rationally considering the expected benefits and costs of criminal activities. This theory is an economic and general theory of action. Goals, desires and needs within the economic and social science approach condition all actions. The more the personal benefits are and the lower the personal costs of the action taking place, the more likely the crime will be committed. Because rational choice is a general theory of action, the benefits and costs are not contained or restricted to financial factors or other economic factors. However, they may express psychological benefits or social benefits and the costs. The positive and negative actions are calculated, and the outcomes are based on or against the actions (SozTheo, 2020) (Cornish & Clarke, 2023).
Deterrence theories are based on the classical and neoclassical assumptions that a person offending rationally thinks and strikes for pleasure but avoids any pain possible. A particular crime will be committed if there is an increased desire towards the criminal’s actions. However, suppose the crime being committed is an offence and is punishable. In that case, the cost of carrying out the crimes will outweigh the benefits expected (SozTheo, 2019).
For crimes to occur within the routine activity theory, the person offending will be motivated and have a suitable target without a capable guardian. The crime rates are constantly changing because this is due to the lifestyles and behaviours of the population. The times and places depend on the three factors, and they are responsible for the occurrence or absence of the criminal's behaviour which varies. As previously mentioned, the three factors include a motivated offender, a suitable target, and an absence of a capable guardian. For a crime to be committed, the person offending must be motivated. However, the motivation can be different. After this, the offender must have a suitable object, such as a victim or a tempting object. There are many factors to consider regarding the object's suitability because of its value, size, weight, visibility and accessibility. Finally, the lack of informal or formal control must be mentioned because the object will be protected from the crime. Protection can be done by personal control, technical control, police officers, security personnel, video surveillance, alarm systems, people passing by, neighbours, friends and staff (SozTheo, 2020) (Cohen & Felson, 2023). 
The above theories help us to understand crime and criminality more because, with these in place, they help police officers identify the areas where crimes are being committed. Within the rational theory, a person who reacts rationally is more likely to commit a crime because they can quickly think of the positive and negative outcomes, allowing them to succeed in criminal activity (SozTheo, 2020). However, the routine activity theory can help to identify criminals because, within this modern era, we have more visible police officers and surveillance such as CCTV are in place. Also, with more people alert to their surroundings, they can help to identify the offenders by describing them in detail, such as their facial expressions, sex, age range, height, clothing, etc. Through these theories, some family and friends will identify the offender. In contrast, others will protect them within their society and social group (SozTheo, 2020).
There are a variety of models used within the police service, such as the evidence-based policing maturity model, problem-oriented policing model, SARA model, the hot spot model and many more.
The evidence-based policing maturity model is a self-assessment tool. It can be used to assess the progress of each police service regarding how well they are carrying out evidence-based policing. The self-assessment tool allows each police service to identify any activities and behaviours that need developing, it helps to embed evidence-based policing into the policing practice every day. It helps to track and review everyone’s progress. This model uses four areas: culture, capability, structure and strategy. All four areas are ranked within a number system to assess the maturity of evidence. Within the policing vision 2025, the progress can help and support the police services to achieve the National Police Chief’s Council (College of Policing, 2023). 
The problem-oriented policing model is also known as problem-solving policing. This approach aims to tackle crime and disorder by identifying a specific problem through analysing and understanding the problem, developing a response and assessing the response. This approach also develops targeted interventions instead of intervening itself. Any crime or disorder problem can be applied to this approach within this problem-oriented policing model. It should only be used in line with the crime reduction tool kit interventions and not as another option. This model can be described in the same way as the SARA model of problem-solving, which will be described next. Using this model to identify and understand the problems or conditions that persist will be effective after a solution has been developed to tackle them (College of Policing, 2023). The problem-oriented policing model does work because the overall evidence shows that this model has reduced the level of people committing a crime. This result indicates that this model is effective (College of Policing, 2023).
The SARA model is another form of problem-solving, and there are four stages within this model. They are scanning, analysis, response and assessment. The scanning stage helps identify and prioritise crime and disorder problems. The analysis stage analyses any problems by collecting information and gathering intelligence which helps identify any underlying causes or issues. The response stage helps to develop and implement activities to solve and confront the causes or issues of the problem identified within the analysis stage. The final stage is the assessment, which measures the impact of the response stage and tests its effectiveness or if it needs updating (College of Policing) and (Ratcliffe, 2021).
The hot spot model is used to reduce the number of crimes being committed. It aims to target resources and activities within the hot spot areas. The strategy used within this model is based on the following ideas: the spread of crime and disorder is not even within the different neighbourhoods, but there are clusters in small areas. Also, having the resources focus on the high crime areas helps to tackle the crime problems more efficiently and effectively. A hot spot is within a small geographical area where crimes happen, and it is predictable to know where and when they will take place (College of Policing, 2023). The hot spots include buildings, an individual address or various addresses, any part of the street or multiple streets and bus stops (College of Policing). The model involves an increase in visible patrol officers within the police service. The use of hotspots reduces the likelihood of reoffending. There are also two different theories that underpin hot spots, and they are deterrence theory and crime opportunity theory (College of Policing, 2023).
Through the classical criminology side, using the problem oriented model and the SARA model, it increases the pleasure of non-offenders but increases the pain of offenders. This is done through the process of targeting problem areas for criminals, and the result of this will increase the security of the non-offenders. Due to the higher feelings of security, this can reduce the amount of reoffending in that specific area of crime (College of Policing, 2023).
In the same regard, hot spots can be considered to achieve its goals similarly by targeting hot spot areas. This increases the pain for criminals while increasing pleasure for non-offenders due to their security levels increasing (College of Policing, 2023). 
In regard to theft crimes, evidence-based policing and the hot spot model is effective in preventing this sort of crime because there is an increase in officers patrolling the streets, CCTV and surveillance, etc which results in it being more difficult for offenders to commit the crime (College of Policing, 2023). However, regarding classical criminology, if the pain of offending is less than the pain of not offending, it is likely that criminal activity will occur. For example, if the consequence of stealing is going to prison, but the consequence of not stealing is starving, it is likely that an offence will occur. If, however, an offender just gains pleasure from stealing, the result of stealing will be less important than the crime activity itself (Healthline, 2017).
Within classical criminology, there are both strengths and weaknesses to this. The advantages are that the unjust punishments were stopped because there were no set rules or ways to convict offenders properly, which resulted in punishments not being given fairly previously. The crime punishments are now consistent and proportionate. Death penalties have been scrapped, except in murder cases. Capital punishment, torture and corporal punishments have also been scrapped. Another positive outcome is that a new prison system has been established to ensure good behaviour (Ether, 2023).
The disadvantages of classical criminology are crimes are being committed rationally and are not thought through. It is assumed that offenders weigh out the benefits and costs, but this is not the case all of the time, as there may be biological factors that prevent the offender from thinking clearly. Not everyone knows about the punishments relating to specific crimes. Offenders are not being treated equally. Some people do not respond to punishment, are resistant to rehabilitation, and will always be a danger to society. Certain crimes are difficult to interpret, such as murder and manslaughter. People do not follow the law, and it does not state if it is just or not. It does not consider helping and supporting offenders with mental health issues all of the time. The social construction of crime has also changed due to religious influences. For example, being gay used to be a crime within the UK, but it is now acceptable in society (Ether, 2023).
The advantages of evidence-based policing are that the best evidence is used to help, inform and develop the challenges within the policing policies, practices and the decisions being made. The approaches used within evidence-based policing can be used by everyone within the police service, and this can be supported with the help of academics and other partners working together as a team. It encourages everyone to ask questions, challenge accepted practices, and develops new ideas and plans within the public’s interest. Research is also used to understand an issue better and assess the effects of a policing intervention (College of Policing, 2023).
The disadvantages of evidence-based policing are that it does not provide definitive answers (College of Policing, 2023). The police officers experiences and knowledge are diminished because they go off facts but do not look at actual experiences (Ratcliffe, 2022).
In conclusion, this essay has discussed classical criminology, evidence-based policing and its theories and models. It has explained how to understand the different theories and models within classical criminology and evidence-based policing. It has also addressed a theft crime and how a theory and other models prevent criminal activity within this area. It also shows the strengths and weaknesses of classical criminology and evidence-based policing.
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