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Introduction
This report will show the importance of academia, this will be done by providing key information and evidence to support this statement of the importance of academia. There will be four main factors that this report will cover which are critical thinking, referencing, the power of reflection and academic misconduct. These four factors were chosen as they are the most important when it comes to academic studying. Academia is very important as it helps people in every way possible to better themselves, this means gaining knowledge in different subjects to help people with their career choices, achieving good grades which would lead to a qualification which could put people in a good financial position. However, academia does not only help people with qualifications, but it also helps people with socialising and support students with problems they are having. (Tadese, M., Yeshaneh, A. and Mulu, G.B. 2022).

Critical thinking 
Critical thinking is one of the most important factors when it comes to academia, firstly critical thinking is simply when a person or in this case a student makes a decision and has understanding because of the information that has been researched and knowledge they have gained from it. 
This is important because according to JetLearn (2023), students' communication skills improve. This is because when the skill of critical thinking is mastered, the students have an understanding of the information they have researched, and this means that they have their opinion on something that can be discussed with different people. 
Another point to mention is that critical thinking is important as it helps students be more flexible when it comes to deadlines and adjust to new information. This is because students can get different tasks to complete which will require different information to be researched that they may have not of heard of before. Therefore, critical thinking comes in place to guide students to adjust to new information and complete tasks in time whilst making sure they understand the information. 
Lastly according to Coursera (2023), critical thinking is important in academia because it helps students and other people be resilient in studying and day-to-day life. This is because students will have research skills can and will be able to make a decision based on what has been researched, therefore they will be able to spot the problem and put themselves in a position to be a critical thinker to decide how to recover and bounce back from the set back.




Referencing 
Referencing is another factor which is important in academia. Firstly, referencing is when students get ideas and information from others and then include references in their work. This reference is made up of information about the researchers / authors' work which can be a book, article, blog, report and many more. This information includes titles, the writer's name, date of publication and a link if the information was found by a student online or a book page.
Therefore, referencing is important because according to UNSW (2023), referencing is a way for students to give credit to the people that have written the work the student is getting the ideas from. This means that in academia this is important as the work that has been paraphrased and used in the student’s work can be seen and accessed to make sure that the information was researched correctly. It is clear to see that referencing has many purposes, such as giving credit to authors and also making sure that the information that is being used in student's work is not copied and used correctly.
In addition, different universities or even colleges use different referencing styles. This is important because according to Santini, A. (2018) this helps readers such as teachers mark work that the students have submitted. Therefore, this means that the teachers can clearly see that the student understands the work and information they are writing about and not only using other people’s work and ideas from the internet or a book. It is clear that referencing has a huge impact on academia as everyone must use it in their work they are producing to ensure that they are not marked down for plagiarism.


The Power of Reflection 
According to Kouly, M. (2023) the power of reflection is important in day-to-day life and academia, this is because it simply refers to figuring out and recognising what is needed to make a piece of work or something that is being worked on better. This means that in academia students can use the power of reflection to see how they can improve the work they are producing by thinking outside the box. Therefore, it is clear to see that the power of reflection is an important factor in academic success.
On top of that, the power of reflection is also important in academia as it provides students with a head start for the next academic year. This is because according to Bloomingdale, J. (2020), when students self-reflect they can identify what topics they are good at and interested in and what topics they are struggling with. This means that the students can think ahead and identify what topics are a priority to focus and improve on as it will help them to be successful in their studies.
Another point to mention is that the power of reflection in academia is important as that is where this skill is practiced the most before a professional career. According to Brownhill , S. (2021) , the practice of the power of reflection is very important as it gets students thinking on how they can improve and this would a be a transferable skill that can be used in a professional career. Therefore, it is clear to see that the power of reflection is a very important factor as it increases the chances of success in both academic studies and the students’ future careers. 


Academic Misconduct
Firstly, according to University of Cambridge (no date) academic misconduct is when students try to submit work such as assignments that have not been done correctly and fairly. This could be done by two or more students having the same work by copying each other, copying information and work that another writer or author has done without referencing it and paying someone to do the work for them. It is clear to see that academic misconduct is very important as it can lead students having an advantage in their studies. 
Academic misconduct is also important as it has been a problematic factor in academia. According to Cranmer, A. (2022) academic misconduct has been a huge issue especially since 2019 when there was a pandemic, this means many more students have put themselves at risk of having a lower mark or even being expelled. Therefore it is clear that academic misconduct is a very important factor as it applies to every student.
Another point to mention is that Universities and colleges around the world use systems such as Turninit, this system cannot spot academic misconduct however it will help the people marking the work such as teachers to have an overview of what information from the work has been written and what information has not been written by the student. Therefore, according to Turnitin (2022) academic misconduct has some ways that help bring integrity as the teachers can make their own decisions based on what they need on Turnitin. To sum up , academic misconduct is one of the most important factors in academia because the seriousness of this factor is high, this is due to the risk of students having an advantage in their studies and a risk of students being expelled. 







Conclusion
Taking everything into consideration, academia is very important as many students benefit from it and can transfer the skills they have developed into their future job roles and day-to-day life. This is because according to Crimson (2021), academia is a way to increase the chance of having a higher income, developing skills that will be needed in the future such as the power of reflection and being more likely to be employed. Therefore, this means that academia is very important and this is not likely to change. 
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