Workshop – West meets East 
– The Romans and the British Empire in India

This workshop will examine in more depth the influence that the study of Classics had on the British sense of their place within India, and also the manner in which they attempted to understand and interpret Indian history in relation to Graeco-Roman civilisation. A number of works of modern scholarship have been given below (this includes the early work of Bryce written in 1914) which should be utilised when making notes to the questions set below. 

Questions:
1) Why did Bryce argue that the Roman Empire offered a suitable comparison with British colonial rule in India? What was he hoping to achieve? 

2) What problems do you feel arise with such comparisons?

3) What was the context in which such comparisons were being made? What issues were raised by the differing concepts of liberty, nationalism, and imperialism? 
 

Reading:
Bryce, J. (1914) The Ancient Roman Empire and the British Empire in India. London: Oxford University Press. 

Betts, R. F. (1971) ‘The Allusions to Rome in British Imperial Thought of the Late Nineteenth and Early Twentieth Centuries’, Victorian Studies 15 (2): 149-159. 

Optional
[bookmark: _GoBack]Vasunia, P. (2013) The Classics and Colonial India. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
