This will focus on the childhood of a girl born a slave but did not perceive the meaning of slave for many years. This was a young life surrounded by death and shaped by the racial prejudice, with her family taken advantage of and reminded that they have no rights. Focusing upon her childhood and the version of the “free north”, that the self-dubbed dignified southern slave owners recount to their own slaves to discredit the growing illusion of a north that was a safe haven for all slaves. With our focus Harriet being of the female gender her experiences as a slave would include one aspect that would have been a rare experience for male slaves. This being sexual exploitation that was a common occurrence during slave life of women and young girls. 
Harriet Jacobs was the daughter of two mulatto slaves, both owned originally by fair slave owners, with a skilled father in carpentry who gained great respect for his expertise, which rewarded his owners with two hundred dollars annually for the usage of his skills[footnoteRef:2]. This of course, resulted in Harriet having a gentle childhood experiences, with a skilled father she was not pushed into work at an early age or experienced any form of early prejudice. Her mother was skilful within the household of Harriet’s childhood, thanks to a shared wet-nurse her mother and slave mistress were close to each other raising the standard of Harriet’s early life. Our source offers the perspective of a girl born a slave but not aware of being such, raised ignorant[footnoteRef:3] of what she was born as or the life it meant she was constraint within. This offers an insight into a different experience of a young “slave”, highlighting a hierarchy or privileges within the slave population even within the south. Where skilled slaves were given a much greater sphere within the social order, with even a small sense of self-governance and freedom within their own family. This is important for it shows that even within the slave community there was a sense of order within the family, rather than them just all being property. For example, within this family the father saw himself as master, “I call you, you should come immediately.”[footnoteRef:4] first over his own children rather than their actual owners. [2:  Harriet Ann Jacobs (Linda Brent) (1861) Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl, Boston: Thayer & Eldridge publishing house. Pg 11]  [3:  Harriet Ann Jacobs (Linda Brent) (1861) Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl, Pg 15-17]  [4:  Harriet Ann Jacobs (Linda Brent) (1861) Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl, Pg 17] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Harriet a mulatto[footnoteRef:5], brings up the normal occurrence of a white master taking his slave as mistress, resulting in her family being of a lighter complexion. Harriet’s gender unfortunately as mentioned is female and thus brings the possibility and high likelihood of her being seen as not only as merchandise for labour but also as a sexual possession of the master. Harriet recounts her first attempted advances of her master, sly hinting and prodding[footnoteRef:6] to attract his slave’s attention. His rare eagerness to accept his slave’s secret desire to be able to read and write only permitted to be used for his growing “courtship and desires for her”, much to his wife’s disapproval, resulting in a holy negotiation, with the bible as testament[footnoteRef:7]. Of course, we see Harriet respond with ignorance and acts as if she does not understand her master’s agenda and what it would mean for her. Harriet recounts schemes of her master so that they were alone so he could admire her young beauty, firstly with his lone dining to attempts to get her alone at night away from his wife’s troubling interference. This highlights the difference between expectancy of female and male slaves, one used mostly for manual labour while the other was used mostly within the household, and in many of cases used privately by the Master.  [5:  Harriet Ann Jacobs (Linda Brent) (1861) Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl, Pg 11]  [6:  Harriet Ann Jacobs (Linda Brent) (1861) Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl, Pg 49-50]  [7:  Harriet Ann Jacobs (Linda Brent) (1861) Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl, Pg 51-52] 

Within much later chapter we see the recounting of the north’s abolition depicted around the agenda of a southern slave owner, whose economic placement and its continuation revolve on keeping his own economic property in this case slaves, must be controlled and maintained. This is why he sees the false tale of a runaway slave becoming a “miserable wretch”[footnoteRef:8]. This slave was the property of another slaver but was also Harriet’s known friend, intended to weaken the prospect of a better and freer lifestyle within the northern states that have accepted abolition. This is vital as the free north would have been a danger for the economy and values of the south, so to save the status quo the free north had to be slandered and destroyed within the hearts of the southern slaves to prevent any fleeting, leaving slavery to be a physical and mental bondage. This control also retained their noble status and be seen as much more and higher then natives of Africa who held their own version of slaves. [8:  Harriet Ann Jacobs (Linda Brent) (1861) Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl, Pg 67] 

To conclude, Harriet Jacobs was a fortunate case and did not experience the life of a slave until much of what is considered a childhood had ended, while her parents died before her maternal grandmother, due to an unknown circumstance. We can see that the health of a slave, even a much cherished and profitable one was rarely a concern. For the case of the abolition in the north we can see from the used extracts that it was a vital issue for southern slave owners who conjured up false tales of known friends and loved ones who fled north but found nothing to sustain themselves, leaving themselves in a state no “noble southern” slave owner would reclaim a slave from, which also arises the topic of how the southern slave owners liked to be seen as, with noble status a common norm among them.
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