Graveyard Survey- St. Peter’s Churchyard
Introduction
Graveyard survey is about collecting data from graveyards and gravestones (Mytum 2002). Graveyards and gravestones are considered historical sources and protecting their data; is a must (Jones 1979). Gravestones may get neglected, damaged or dislocated, and recording them is the only way to guarantee their survival (Jones 1979). Each survey depends on the interest of study and the results behind it (Mytum 2002). After gathering the data and getting the results, we then depend on secondary resources in interpreting the results. By doing that, we answer questions about the lives that the deceased had.
Saint Peter’s Churchyard, Lampeter- Graveyard Survey
Saint Peter’s churchyard is in 7 Maes-Y-Deri, Lampeter SA48, Ceredigion, West Wales. The church is located on top of a hill on the western side of the University of Wales, with a grid reference of SN 57532 48392 (UK Grid Reference Finder 2018). Saint Peter’s church was built in 1870 replacing a church that was built in 1820s (Coflein 2016). Under the latest church’s construction, there is a base of the oldest church in the site; a Medieval church (Coflein 2016).
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Figure 1 A map showing Saint Peter's Church in Point A (Google Maps)
Methods
[bookmark: _GoBack]On the first day, I went to Saint Peter’s churchyard. I walked there for hours observing everything around the site. Then, I have divided the site to four areas on a map, North East, North West, South East and South West. From each area, I chose ten different types of gravestones and memorials, and took photos of them all. After that, I documented all the graves’ locations on a map as shown in figure 2. When I came the next day, I used the map and the pictures to identify the graves. I used a tape measure to get the height, depth and width of each grave as in figure 3 and 4. After that, I documented the inscriptions and symbols, along with their faces and directions. Then, I listed the types of materials and sketched their shapes as shown in figure 3. On the third day, I returned to the graveyard to collect more data of the ages and years that are carved on the gravestones. When I was done collecting the data, I started searching for parish records of Lampeter online. I used the data that I have collected and compared it to the information that the online records provided. 
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Figure 2 a Map showing the locations of the grave in each area (Google Maps)
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Figure 3 A record sheet of an angel gravestone
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Figure 4 a picture of the grave with the measurements on the side
Results
Issue no.1
After a week of collecting, comparing and analysing the data, I found two issues. The first issue was the differences between the graves of each area. The monuments in areas SE and NE are much bigger and larger than the ones in areas SW and NW. The gravestones’ types of materials in areas SE and NE are mostly White Marble, Slate and Mountain Rose Granite. The gravestones of area NW are mostly Impala Black Granite, Solid Black Granite and Limestone, where in area SW gravestones are mostly Limestone and Sandstones. Also, each area has a common style of gravestones. Area SW has Slabs, Chest tombs, Obelisks with urns, and Medieval coffins as shown in figures 5 (Jones 1979). Area SE has different types of Obelisks, columns, flat headstones and cross headstones on base as in figure 6 (Jones 1979). Figure 7 shows the most common types in area NE, which are Bed graves and headstones with kerbs (Jones 1979). Finally, area NW is filled with headstones and crosses on bases (Jones 1979).
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Figure 5 Area SW (picture by me)
[image: C:\Users\Student\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Word\20180519_112414.jpg]
Figure 6 Area SE (picture by me)
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Figure 7 Area NE of the Graveyard (British War Graves 2018)
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Figure 8 Area NW of the Graveyard (British War Graves 2018)
Issue no.2
The other issue is that the number of deaths and the ages. I have collected the information of every thirty years from 1690 to 1930. The division to thirty years made it easier for me to study mortality rates. By relying on the data that I collected myself from the graveyard as well as the Parish records, I concluded the following result as shown in the chart.

Figure 9 Chart shows the death rates from 1690 to 1930 in Lampeter
The jump in the death rates from the start of 1840s have drawn my attention. In this period, the death rates have increased by nearly 50%, which clearly is a very big change (GENUKI 2003; Genes Reunited 2018; Regester General 1861). After that, the death rate raised again by 11% between the years 1871 and 1890 (GENUKI 2003; Genes Reunited 2018; Regester General 1875). The final jump that I have recorded is the one between the year 1891 and 1910, where it increased above the previous rate by 19% (GENUKI 2003; Genes Reunited 2018). In addition, from the year 1831 to 1870 many infants and children died. When I tried to calculate the exact percentage, I found that it was nearly 23% of the age-specific mortality rates (GENUKI 2003). Children, infants and babies aged from 0 to 12, hold the second higher death (GENUKI 2003). This puts the ages between 70 to 80 as the higher death rate with a percentage of 36 (GENUKI 2003). Also, the total number of people died between 1690 and 1910 is 4385, and it is as shown in figure 10 (GENUKI 2003; Genes Reunited 2018; Regester General 1875; Regester General 1861).

Figure 10- Death Rates from 1690 to 1910
Interpretation
Interpretation of Issue 1:
[bookmark: _Hlk514856759]After analysing everything carefully, I have been able to interpret the results by relying on many sources. Each area that I have studied, have many graves that can tell the story of the deceased people and the society that they lived in. For example, the lower side of Area SW has many slabs that reflect the social status of the deceased (Mytum 2002). The slabs do not have names nor dates, but some of them have initials and codes (Tarlow 2007). Also, the graves are located at the very end of the graveyard which indicates that the graves belong to a low class. Paupers and labour workers could not be able to afford to get either a better location that is closer to the church nor a costumed gravestone. In this matter, the graves belong to the Lampeter Workhouse former inmates (Tarlow 2007: 144). Furthermore, on the higher point of area SE and very close to the church; big monuments take a place. One of the graves is an Obelisk with an urn on the top and is made from Mountain Rose Granite. This gravestone is very expensive in material and design, and it was established to prove superiority and status (Keister 2004; Mytum 2002). The urn on the top shows that the deceased was cremated, and perhaps mean that he/she was affected by advocacy of cremation by the Welsh physician John Price (Powell 2012; Keister 2004; Mytum 2002). The social structure in the northern side of the graveyard is very different than the southern side. In area NE, bed graves are very common and some of them are war memorials. Even though the gravestones are not high or huge, their designs and materials are not cheap. These gravestones were not meant to show the social class, but it was meant to show affections, compassion and gives the feeling of unity (Keister 2004; Mytum 2002). The graves are designed in a way that force people to respect the space and push them away from the graves’ limits. I must mention that these graves are very similar to the ones in Kuwait, and I feel that the kerbs act as a barrier that maintain the distance. Finally, area NW proves the social evolution and breaks the social contrast (Roberts 2002). Most of the headstones over there are the same, there are no noticeable differences except the religious symbols. This means that people are not fond about the social class competition and only expressing their religious views (Keister 2004).
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Figure 11 Paupers graves, St Peters Church, Lampeter (Charles 2014)
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Figure 12 A Kuwaiti man visiting the grave of the former Emir of Kuwait (Al-Zayyat 2006)
[image: ]
Figure 13 Bed Grave, headstones with kerbs.
Interpretation of Issue 2
In order to interpret the results of issue 2, it is essential to rely on historical records such as health and work records. I have studied the records and compared the results with the data that I have collected. I found that the increase in death rates happened for many reasons, and amongst them is the industrial revolution in 1844 (Gregory 1995). The industrial revolution in Wales was ruthless and it raised many issues there. The lives of the workers were in danger as they worked for very long hours and received low wages (Gregory 1995). The factories and workhouses lack hygiene and were unregulated. The workers’ houses were overcrowded and very dirty shacks, which in both situations will create and spread diseases (Gregory 1995: 121). Also, the high death rates of women and children can be traced back to the industrial revolution as not only pregnant women were working at those cruel conditions, but child labour was the worst aspect of it as well (Gregory 1995: 122). This can explain the high rates of death among children and woman and may be a cause of abortion too (Gregory 1995: 122). In addition, the records show that many men have died during wars. I have concluded that 14 men from Lampeter died in Napoleonic wars between 1775 and 1817, and 2 men died in 1899 at the war of Anglo-Boer. Finally, 72 lost their lives in World War 1 and 122 died in other wars (GENUKI 2003; Genes Reunited 2018). 
Conclusion
The collected data samples presented in this report show the methods that I have used in doing the survey. I have depended on my recordings as a primary source and relied on other secondary sources to interpret the data. The interpretation of social class very much on the shape, material and location of the grave, as the graves reflected their social status in life (Mytum 2002). Also, the collected data showed that death rates have increased in certain years. This can be tied up with historical events such as wars and the industrial revolution.
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Death Rates in Lampeter

Death Rates	1690- 1710	1711- 1730	1731- 1750	1751- 1770	1771- 1790	1791- 1810	1811- 1830	1831- 1850	1851- 1870	1871- 1890	1881- 1910	1911- 1930	210	320	290	247	252	261	265	521	530	596	622	271	




Men	Death Number	2060	Women	Death Number	1951	unknown 	Death Number	337	
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