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Reasons for Choosing Topic (one short paragraph):
My chosen topic is the use of Trojan origins within medieval origin myths, such as the Trojan origins of Odin in the Prose Edda and Geoffrey of Monmouth’s use of ‘Brutus of Troy’ as the original settler of Britain. I have chosen this topic due to the extensive use of such themes in other modules studied during my degree, particularly in the Normans module and my independent project. I think that studying these themes will give a good impression of the influence that classical myths, history and literature had on medieval scholarship and wider society. For this reason, I think this subject is a good way to combine elements from both sides of my degree, making use of all that I have learned over its course.
Preliminary Summary of Themes, Aims and Objectives (one to three paragraphs):
The general theme of my dissertation is analysing how and why medieval peoples used Trojan origins within their own history and mythology, with a wider goal of determining the classical influences on medieval society. I will attempt this by looking at various examples of such myths and histories, attempting to determine the classical source(s) studied and preferred by the medieval scholars, such as Homer, The Aeneid, Dares Phrygius and Dictys Cretensis. I will also try to show how these myths were used to form identities, link to other peoples’ identities, offer moral lessons and other issues which will come up in my research. 
A possible theoretical approach to this could be the use of Structuralism, to note common themes within different examples. Another possible approach could be Jung’s Archetype Theory to look at common character traits. When looking at cultural impact, a potential theory could be Cultural Memory Theory. A potential direction of my dissertation could be a need to look at ancient and medieval history and culture with more continuity, as opposed to looking at them as separate subjects. For this, a Deconstructionist approach could possibly be useful. Which theoretical approaches I eventually use will be narrowed down as I perform more research into the content of said theories, and by considering which theories are most useful in contributing to existing scholarly debates and depending on which issues I specifically wish to focus on.
Brief Preliminary List of Primary and Secondary Sources (mention any relevant archives, etc. here):
Primary Sources
Dares Phrygius, History of the Fall of Troy.
Dictys Cretensis, Journal of the Trojan War.
Dudo of Saint-Quentin, Historia Normannorum.
Geoffrey of Monmouth, History of the Kings of Britain.
Homer, Iliad.
Homer, Odyssey.
Liber Historiae Francorum.
Snorri Sturlusson, Prose Edda.
Virgil, Aeneid.
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