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[bookmark: _MV3TD_PT8H00M00S_8][bookmark: _MV3BS_2]There are seven key sacraments in Christianity. In this essay I am going to focus on the significance and importance of Baptism from a contemporary perspective. This is the first and arguably most important sacrament. The role of Baptism is to welcome someone, usually an infant, into a branch of Christianity.  Baptism is especially important and significant in Roman Catholicism from a theological and social perspective. 

[bookmark: _MV3TD_PT8H00M00S_11][bookmark: _MV3BS_3]Baptism is seen as the initiation into the Christian faith, especially for Roman Catholics. It is important as it signifies the beginning of a Christian's life. However, it can be argued Confirmation is more significant, in terms of initiation. The infant being baptized has no conception of Baptism and that the sacrament is more significant and important for the parents and God-parents.

[bookmark: _MV3TD_PT8H00M00S_14]Baptism is a communal sacrament for several reasons. Firstly, the infant did not consent and has no conception of baptism, as discussed before. Thus, the responsible is on the parents and the God-parents to purify the child of Original Sin. Baptism is important in terms of community as it establishes faith in people who are there as witnesses. Secondly, Baptism is an initiation or welcoming sacrament and the community is clearly making the individual as a member.
[bookmark: _MV3BS_4]
[bookmark: _MV3TD_PT8H00M00S_17]Baptism is important and significant for theological reasons as well. Purity plays a part in the importance of baptism; Original Sin is washed away in 'holy water' and we known as pure. Original sin is the taking of the forbidden fruit by Adam and Eve from the tree of knowledge. According to John Calvin, therefore humans are eternally damn to hell and only to be saved by the grace of God, through a good Christian life. Therefore, for Christians, baptism is important. The submergence is also significant as in the Book of Matthew it describes Jesus being baptized; 'When Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him'.  Baptism is not just important in the act, but how an individual is Baptized is equally important too. Roman Catholics practice full immersion baptism as it is more historically accurate to Jesus’ baptism by John the Baptist.  On the other hand, other branches of Christianity such as Calvinism, practice symbolic Baptism. This is where the ‘holy water’ is put on the head in the shape of the crucible. This is also significant as the crucible is the symbol of Jesus. Most contemporary Christians prefer this method of Baptism as it is seen on the more directly significant. 
[bookmark: _MV3BS_5]To conclude, Baptism is significant as it the act of purifying Original Sin, done and passed down by Adam and Eve. Baptism is important as it is communal as the definition is the act of welcoming someone into Christianity. 
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