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Essay 2 - Project 5: What do people think about astrology? (The outsider perspective)
Word count: 4.088

Introduction: 

[bookmark: _GoBack]James Davison claimed that even though he does not believe in astrology he is ‘rather fond of it’ as it highlights a connection between the Earth and the Sky, and Laurel H. Campbell discusses the role of spirituality in Holistic Education as ‘an awareness of the interconnectedness of everyone and everything’.[footnoteRef:1] My aim in this research project is to explore these ideas amongst a group of participants in a training course on holistic education that took place at an educational charity in the UK. Two of the main questions that have guided this study are if amongst my target group is there any awareness of astrology, including different views and levels of interest in it, and if the principle of interconnectedness in holistic education is inclusive of the Sky in any way. In order to explore the potential answers to these questions the research was conducted using a mix of qualitative (semi-structured interviews) and quantitative (questionnaires) methods focusing on the qualitative paradigm which according to Alan Bryman ‘seeks to describe and analyse the culture and behaviour of humans and their groups from the point of view of those being studied’.[footnoteRef:2]      [1:  James Davison, ‘I told you so’, The London Review, No. 23, (2004), pp. 12-18; Laurel H. Campbell, ‘Holistic Education: A transformative approach to teaching Art’, Art Education, Vol. 64, No. 2, (2011), pp. 18.]  [2:  Alan Bryman, Quantity and Quality in Social Research (London: Routledge, 1993), pp. 46.] 



Academic Rationale: 

James Brockbank’s research entitled ‘The Awareness of Astrology Questionnaire’ has found that even though half of his participants declared a belief in Astrology ‘only around one third of them have found anything of value in astrology’, most of the people interviewed was, according to Brockbank, ‘low income working class’.[footnoteRef:3] I would like to find out if people involved with Holistic Education will present different results.       [3:  James Brockbank, ‘An Evaluation of “The Effect of Horoscopes on Women’s Relationships” and A New Awareness of Astrology Questionnaire’, Correlation, Vol. 22, No. 2, (2004), pp. 52.   ] 


Other studies conducted previously searching for the profile of people interested in astrology has found different evidence, Robert Wuthnow’s study entitled ‘Astrology and Marginality’ concluded that ‘with each increase in educational level there is a more or less steady decrease in commitment to astrology’ while Shoshanah Feher’s paper ‘Who looks to the stars? Astrology and its constituency’ claims that ‘(…) those interested in astrology were largely well educated’.[footnoteRef:4] She further says that the degree of marginality is equivalent to a less active interest in astrology, bringing into discussion not only the search for a general interest in astrology, but also an awareness of the different levels of interest and commitment to the subject.[footnoteRef:5] Section 2 of my questionnaire was designed considering the potential for different levels of interest in astrology and aimed at revealing that difference, which was then explored further in the interviews.  [4:  Robert Wuthnow, ‘Astrology and Marginality’, Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion, Vol. 15, No. 2, (1976), pp. 160; Shoshanah Feher, ‘Who Look to the Stars? Astrology and Its Constituency’, Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion, Vol. 31, No. 1, (1992), pp. 91. ]  [5:  Feher, Who Look, pp. 92.] 

 


Methodology: 

This research project was conducted in an educational charity in the UK, which I will call ‘A. Centre’, and it was largely inspired by the interpretive paradigm which according to Hennink, Hutter and Bailey ‘seeks to understand people’s lived experience from the perspective of people themselves’.[footnoteRef:6]  [6:  Monique Hennink, Inge Hutter and Ajay Bailey, Qualitative Research Methods (London: SAGE publications, 2015), p. 14.] 


My target group was participating in a training course entitled ‘Holistic Education, methods in youth work’ and the centre provided them full board and all the training during a period of 8 days. The group was comprised of 32 people from different countries of Europe with their ages ranging between 18 and 56 years old, and varied professional background, including teachers, educational trainers, youth workers, social workers, students, an accountant, a dentist, etc.   

I live and work at the ‘A. Centre’ as the volunteer’s coordinator and also as a chef, and during the training course I was working shifts in the kitchen, so the group was familiarised with me for that reason. One of the directors of the organisation was also one of the trainers in this course and he was my gate keeper, allowing me 20 minutes to come before one of the sessions to present my research project and also to distribute my questionnaires.

I consider myself to be simultaneously an insider, for I belong to the ‘A. Centre’s community, and an outsider, for I was not participating in the training course. Alan Bryman discuss the importance of building relationships as ‘a product of the qualitative researcher’s need to see the world through his or her subject’s eyes’ and because of my position in the community the participants were generally of a very open and warm attitude towards me and my requests.[footnoteRef:7]   [7:  Alan Bryman, Quantity and Quality in Social Research (London: Routledge, 1993), pp. 96.] 


In this study, the mixture of qualitative (semi-structured interviews) with quantitative (questionnaires) methods have enabled me to compare and contrast the results provided by each, which according to Hennink, Hutter and Bailey  ‘(…) provides an effective way to examine different aspects of the research issues and develop a more comprehensive understanding of the phenomenon under study’.[footnoteRef:8] During the interviews it became clear that some of the information and assumptions that I had made based on the information provided in the questionnaires were incomplete. [8:  Hennink, Qualitative, pp. 290.] 

I have designed my questionnaires inspired by Nicholas Campion’s PHD thesis, for example in the question ‘Do you value the advice of the astrologer?’ giving not only a yes/no, but also including a ‘sometimes’ option, and also by James Brockbank’s ‘new Awareness of Astrology Questionnaire’, for example including the option ‘don’t know what a Moon sign is’ rather than just allowing yes or no for the question ‘Do you know your Moon sign?’.[footnoteRef:9] Brockbank argues that thinking that people will know what a moon sign ‘assumes a level of astrological awareness which is not warranted’ and according to Nicholas Campion allowing only yes/no answers is highly problematic when it comes to people’s beliefs and subjective experience, and both arguments were taken under consideration when I created the questionnaires.[footnoteRef:10]   [9:  Nicholas Campion, Prophecy, Cosmology and the New Age movement. The Extent and Nature of Contemporary Belief in Astrology (PHD, Bath SPA University College, 2004), pp. 222; James Brockbank, ‘An Evaluation of “The Effect of Horoscopes on Women’s Relationships” and A New Awareness of Astrology Questionnaire’, Correlation, Vol. 22, No. 2, (2004), pp. 40.]  [10:  Brockbank, ‘An Awareness’, pp. 40; Campion, Prophecy, pp. 222.] 

I interviewed three participants during their time here and other three afterwards via Skype, conducting a total of 6 interviews. I have noticed that the online interviews were shorter than the ones in person as a few challenges were posed by the online set, for example a connection that was very bad and kept dropping. All the interview’s questions were largely based on the responses I firstly received in the questionnaires.

Because of the training course’s date, combined with my attempt to conduct most of the research in person rather than online, I did not have time to perform a pilot study with my questionnaires. Later on, while analysing the collected data, I realised that some things could have been included or excluded from the questionnaires for better results. For instance, a section on Holistic Education would have been helpful to quantify the awareness and involvement each participant, and the group as a whole, had with this fundamental theme in my project.   


Judith Bell and Stephen Waters said that ‘(…) definitions of bias generally centre on the notion of distortion of judgement, prejudiced outlook and unfair influence’ and in a process of self-reflection I have tried to keep my own biases at bay as much as possible while working in this project.[footnoteRef:11] I am a member of the astrological community in the UK and have been cautious, as much as possible, not to let this aspect of my life dictate how I collected the data or my interpretations of it.  [11:  Judith Bell and Stephen Water, Doing you Research Project (New York: Open University Press, 2014), pp. 186.] 



Findings and Discussion: 

Some of the questions that I asked myself during the designing phase of this project was not only if people involved in Holistic Education was interested in astrology, but also what kind of astrology would they be interested in. Alison Bird claims that for some people ‘astrology is the column of Sun-sign forecasts which they read in their newspapers; (…) it is superficial and entertaining; it is bonkers but harmless; it is not science’ and Darrelyn Gunzburg explores the process that happens in an astrological consultation in her paper entitled ‘How do astrologers read charts?’, arguing that ‘(…) reading a chart is more than reading each planetary algorithm as a reductionist exercise’ and further talks about the importance of the client’s context in an astrological consultation, a fundamental aspect left out from the monthly horoscope columns.[footnoteRef:12]  [12:  Alison Gwendy Bird, Astrology in Education: An Ethnography (PHD, University of Sussex, 2006), pp. 64; Darrelyn Gunzburg, ‘How do Astrologers Read Charts’, in Astrologies, Plurality and Diversity, ed. by Nicholas Campion and Liz Greene (Lampeter: Sophia Centre Press, 2011), pp. 199. ] 


Amongst the 12 people that read horoscopes monthly, 4 stated not valuing the advice of the astrologer reflecting people’s interest in the type of astrology mentioned by Alison Bird as being ‘bonkers but harmless’, and at the same time, resonating with the issue raised in Brockbank’s conclusion about people having ‘some belief in astrology’ but not finding value in it, although in smaller numbers in my research.[footnoteRef:13]  On another hand, 3 participants claimed not to read horoscopes but to value the advice of the astrologer sometimes, reflecting an awareness or involvement with a different kind of astrology. [13:  Bird, Astrology, pp. 64; Brockbank, ‘An Awareness’, pp. 52.] 


Patrick Curry talks about ‘popular astrology’ being ‘vastly more widespread, per capita, than the kind of those who actually consult an astrologer’, which was confirmed by the answers I received in my questionnaires with 12 people, half of the total, saying yes for reading monthly horoscopes against 5 who said that they have read a book or done a course on astrology, and 7 participants who have had their astrology charts compiled by an astrologer (see table 1.1).[footnoteRef:14]  [14:  Patrick Curry and Roy Willis, Astrology, Science and Culture (Oxford: BERG, 2004), pp. 65.] 


My questionnaires reflected that the majority in my target group demonstrated a combination of moderate and strong belief in astrology, respectively 8 and 4 people, rather than disbelief (see table 1.2). 4 of my interviewees who demonstrated either a strong or moderate belief in astrology in the questionnaires were all aware of an astrology beyond the popular version that Patrick Curry and Alison Bird talked about, even though their knowledge and interest on the subject varied between themselves. Amongst the 4 people that stated a strong disbelief in astrology, 2 have had their horoscope done by an astrologer and I had the opportunity to interview both of them.

One was ‘Timothy’, an engineer from Romania who had his astrological chart compiled by an astrologer at an astronomy club while publicly observing the moon. According to him, the astrologer overheard and approached them telling that she was an astrologer, he then asked the astrologer to ‘prove that she knows something’. ‘Timothy’ told me that the information provided by the astrologer was not accurate. In the questionnaire he defined astrology as an ‘ancient tool misused nowadays’, he tells me that: 

‘As far as I know it was used mainly for predicting crops, times of the year, calendars, you didn’t have that much back then, so it had some practicalities. This is what I know from history of astrology, it was quite a tool, it was the religion between the stars and practical stuff. If I remember correctly, this is just documentaries that I’ve seen, and of course, then you had mythology, and because its night time and you have nothing to do you need some narrative that you need to relate to.’ 
 
Disagreeing with James Davison’s claim, ‘Timothy’ does not believe in astrology and is not fond of it either, as he confessed to believe that astrologers are all charlatans.[footnoteRef:15] He is interested in the scientific side of holistic education rather than its mystical dimension, a part which, according to him, is cherished by most people interested in the subject. He enjoys Holistic Education as a challenge because he can’t quantify it and he is not interested in the subject as a potential career path.   [15:  James Davison, ‘I told you so’, The London Review, No. 23, (2004), pp. 12-18. ] 


The other interviewee that had the personal horoscope cast by an astrologer and who was also a strong disbeliever was ‘Dani’, a dentist from Greece. She explained that her uncle, who became an astrologer after retirement, offered her an astrology reading to help her with opening her own dental practice at the time. According to ‘Dani’, it was not helpful because it did not give answers to her questions. She has been trained in a formal educational set for most of her life and she told me about briefly experiencing holistic education one day at school when she was 10 years old and how much she enjoyed it. Her feeling is that her job as a dentist is also connected with educating her patients about good hygiene practices and this is one of the reasons why she came for the training course on holistic education. ‘Dani’ defined astrology as ‘a way of explaining the world’ and she claims not to be very interested in the subject.

In both situations, although their answer is yes in the questionnaire for having a professional astrologer casting their horoscope, neither of them has actively searched for an astrological consultation but rather had been offered one spontaneously. These two interviewees demonstrated a strong disbelief in astrology, and neither of them makes a living as a teacher or have their qualifications directly related to education, even though they are both interested in holistic education to some extent. This information reveals that not only the levels of interest and commitment to astrology varied in my target group, but also their interest and involvement with holistic education was different amongst themselves. 

In a similar way that Shoshanah Feher argues that hers and Wuthnow’s results were different potentially because they ‘captured two different populations with diverse interests in, and commitments to, astrology’, my research project has focused in a group of people interested in holistic education and everyone was fairly educated regardless their interest or not in astrology.[footnoteRef:16] But according to my interview results, the people that were more committed to holistic education as a career path were also generally more aware of or open to an astrology different from the horoscopes in magazines.   [16:  Shoshanah Feher, ‘Who Look to the Stars? Astrology and Its Constituency’, Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion, Vol. 31, No. 1, (1992), pp. 92.] 


‘Amanda’, for example, a young professor at university in Barcelona who is very interested in holistic education and always tries to bring its elements into her classes, says in the questionnaire that she does not read horoscopes, but she sometimes values the advice of the astrologer. In her own words:

  ‘If it’s from a magazine, I used to check with my friends for fun in the past, but if it comes from an astrologer or someone who knows to interpret, its different. I would be interested in a workshop’ 

I also interviewed ‘Alina’, an English teacher from Slovenia currently writing the dissertation for her Master’s in holistic education, who confessed to have great interest in astrology since an early age and she has read many books on the subject. ‘Alina’ told me that astrology was helpful to understand her students better while she was teaching in Spain a few years ago. She didn’t have the opportunity for doing their astrology charts, but she would incorporate astrology in holistic education, not only for the educator’s sake, but also as a subject for the students to learn and, as a result, to increase their own self-awareness. ‘Alina’ defined astrology as follows:

‘Is a science because is not like astrology is less than biology or geography, is the same as all the other sciences. It just became less important because of the rational part of our society that pushed it away, but it was more important in the past. (…) a lot of wise people and Scholars were studying and making use of astrology in the past like for example Leonardo Da Vinci. So, for me it is a science even though society doesn’t recognise as such. It is also an art because I feel that you need to be able to read the chart, to be creative and intuitive in order to be able to incorporate all the aspects of an astrological chart. And is a spiritual tool for it connects us with ourselves and our spirit, it connects us with the mirroring between what is inside us and the cosmos.’
When asking for astrology’s definition in the questionnaire (see table 1.3), 10 people defined it as a ‘spiritual tool’, and the 5 people that chose the option ‘other’ have all included ‘spiritual tool’ in addition to other definitions, like ‘Alina’. According to Anand Rajini the role of spirituality is fundamental in holistic education for:
 ‘A spiritualized curriculum values physical, mental and spiritual knowledge and skills. It presents knowledge in holistic perspective on a conceptual format, rather than as facts to be memorized. It is integrative across all disciplines emphasizing interrelationship and inter-connectedness. Education is not just knowledge-based skill training but to develop self-awareness, a holistic perspective for wholesome development and oneness with the world.’[footnoteRef:17]   [17:  Anand Rajini, ‘Towards a Holistic Model of Management Education’, Journal of Soft Skills, Vol. 11, No. 4 (2017), pp. 56.] 

This quote echoes ‘Alina’s idea of astrology as a spiritual tool that connects us with the cosmos through a mirroring process, increasing self-awareness and a sense of ‘oneness with the world’, a holistic perspective of interconnection which most of my interviewees have expressed, except by ‘Timothy’ the engineer, and ‘Dani’ the dentist, both who have a strong disbelief in astrology and did not define astrology as a spiritual tool, suggesting again that the degree of commitment to holistic education is connected to the level of openness to astrology. 
  
‘Amanda’, the teacher at university, defined astrology as a spiritual tool in the questionnaire and in her own words she says: 

‘I’m trying to be open, maybe before I was more in the thinking part and in the last years, I’m trying to apply the emotional part also, so it includes other disciplines and approaches. I see it (astrology) as a kind of guidance to find our own answers. A kind of mirror that we can check and see what resonates better with ourselves. I would like to know more because I don’t feel very confident to define it.’

‘Amanda’ believes that the stars have an influence on earth because of the sense of interconnectedness of everything, which is aligned with much of what Rajini talks about with the role of spirituality and the notions of interconnectedness in the holistic perspective of education.[footnoteRef:18]  [18:  Anand Rajini, ‘Towards a Holistic Model of Management Education’, Journal of Soft Skills, Vol. 11, No. 4 (2017), pp. 55-58.] 


Most of my interviewees have demonstrated a belief in the interconnection of everything including the sky and in the questionnaires 11 people responded yes for believing that the stars have an influence on earth against only 4 that said no. ‘Wilson’, a participant who defined astrology as a ‘spiritual tool’ in the questionnaire, is designing his own training course with elements of holistic education and is interested in shamanism. When asked to define astrology he says:

 ‘I haven’t used astrology in this sense, because I haven’t had the knowledge, because everything came from within. But I understand that lots of things are connected, and I do not really take this part of fortune telling because that’s where I think it went wrong, this is why astrology became not a science anymore, this is why astrology became mambo jambo. I do not know too much about it, but as a sensitive person, I feel that everything is in correlation.’      

Here ‘Wilson’ talks about the predictive side of astrology as ‘fortune telling’ being the reason why it has lost its status as science, which resonates with James Davison’s argument that people don’t believe in accurate astrological predictions but they rather appreciate astrology’s beauty as it provides a link between earth and sky.[footnoteRef:19]   [19:  James Davison, ‘I told you so’, The London Review, No. 23, (2004), pp. 12-18.] 


Another interviewee, ‘Jo’, has studied ‘Cultural Society Building’ in the Netherlands, a course that according to her involves much play and creativity, and she does not like the formal educational set.  ‘Jo’ told me she is very interested in astrology as it has helped her recognising more about herself as a sensitive person. She defined astrology as a mix of spiritual tool and science, and she told me that the astrology on the newspaper is not her type of thing. On the interconnection of everything she tells me about ‘something bigger’ which in her opinion includes the sky and the universe: 

‘I think that coincidences don’t exist. There are too many things, synchronicities and things like that coming together, happening together, to be a case of coincidence. There is something bigger and what that is I don’t know either.’ 

What the participants, including ‘Jo’,  mentioned as the interconnectedness of everything relates to Patrick Curry’s definition of enchantment as ‘an experience of the world as intrinsically meaningful, significant, and whole in a way that is fundamentally mysterious (the opposite of what Weber called “calculable”) and that includes oneself, not observing it from the outside but participating in it’.[footnoteRef:20] In the section about the sky, and later on, during the interviews the majority of the participants talked about their thoughts and feelings on being part of something larger and mysterious, revealing that my target group’s notion of holistic education is inclusive of the sky. ‘Alina’, the participant writing up her master’s dissertation, said: [20:  Patrick Curry and Roy Willis, Astrology, Science and Culture (Oxford: BERG, 2004), pp. 88.] 


 ‘We are spiritual creatures having a human experience. There is an energy around us all, in everything, different vibrations. We are all vibrating in different ways, including the planets, and we share these vibrations.’   

This notion of interconnectedness expressed by my target group is also linked to a relationship between the ideals of Holistic Education being against what Patrick Curry calls ‘Scientism’, because ‘theoretical explanations should add to and enrich our understanding, not occupy it’.[footnoteRef:21]  Tom Anderson, on holistic education, claims that every approach to knowledge should be accepted:  [21:  Curry, Astrology, pp. 82.] 


‘The problem is that every system, every theory, and every point of view necessarily excludes certain knowledge available in other systems. It makes practical sense, then, to approach one’s life experience with a knowledge of as many systems as one can encompass. This approach may be defined as an educationally holistic point of view’.[footnoteRef:22]   [22:  Tom Anderson, ‘Wholes and Holes: Art’s Role in Holistic Education’, Art Education, Vol. 34, No. 6, (1981), pp. 37] 


With this in mind it became clear that, even though the degree of interest in astrology varied amongst the participants, most people demonstrated an openness to the subject, reflecting the multidisciplinary holistic approach to knowledge mentioned by Anderson. 

In Shoshana Feher’s conclusion she claims that ‘the range of astrological activity – from the level of mass culture to professional status – corresponds with the degree of social marginality’ and based on Wuthnow’s definition of socially marginal as ‘the more poorly educated, the unemployed, non-whites, (…) the overweight, the ill and the lonely’, my target group was not comprised of a socially marginal population, but the ‘range of astrological activity’ was equivalent to the degree of involvement and alignment with holistic educational values.[footnoteRef:23]With that in mind, this study has found that only for some people the claim made by James Davison on appreciating astrology because of the connection between the earth and sky was accurate but not for others.   [23:  Shoshanah Feher, ‘Who Look to the Stars? Astrology and Its Constituency’, Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion, Vol. 31, No. 1, (1992), pp. 93; Robert Wuthnow, ‘Astrology and Marginality’, Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion, Vol. 15, No. 2, (1976), pp. 167.] 



	Astrological Awareness Section:

	
	
Yes
	
No
	Don’t Know what is
	

	Know Sun Sign
	
18
	
1
	
5
	


	Know Moon Sign
	
5
	
9
	
10
	

	
	Monthly
	Rarely
	Never
	

	Read Horoscopes
	
12
	
1
	
11
	

	
	Yes
	Sometimes
	No
	

	Values advice of astrologer
	
5
	
9

	
10
	

	Astrology chart compiled
	
7
	
-
	
17
	

	Read a book/course on astrology
	

5
	
-

	

19
	

	

	Yes
	Possibly

	Don’t know

	No


	Would consult an astrologer

	
3
	
6
	
5
	
10


Table 1.1





	Level of Belief in Astrology
	Strong Belief
	Moderate Belief
	No opinion

	Moderate Disbelief
	Strong Disbelief

	
	4
	8
	5
	3
	4


Table 1.2



	Definition of astrology
	Spiritual Tool
	Science
	Superstition
	Fortune telling
	Other

	
	10
	1
	2
	1
	5


                                                               Table 1.3


Conclusion:

In this study, focusing in a target group comprised of people doing a training course in holistic education at an educational charity, my main questions were if in the field of holistic education there is any awareness of astrology, if so, what kind of astrology, and if the principle of interconnectedness in holistic education is inclusive of the sky in any way. In order to find answers to these questions I have used 24 questionnaires and 6 semi-structured interviews, mixing qualitative with quantitative research methods, and this research was based in the interpretive paradigm focusing on people telling their stories with their own words.
 
The results in my questionnaires have shown that popular astrology is more well-known, and the interviews brought more details into these findings bringing more information about some of the participant’s awareness of a different type of astrology combined with different levels of interest and involvement with it. Amongst my interviewees there were 2 disbelievers with very different professional background from the field of holistic education and 4 believers who were involved in the field as a career path and both demonstrated an openness and interest in an astrology different from the monthly horoscopes.  

Most people have defined astrology as a spiritual tool, 10 plus 5 people who defined it as a mixture of spiritual tool with something else, and in holistic education the role of spirituality is connected with ideas of interconnection and a multidisciplinary approach to knowledge. The majority in my target group have demonstrated a belief in the interconnectedness of everything which was inclusive of the sky.     

This study suggests that, amongst my target group, the variation in levels of interest and commitment to holistic education was equivalent to different levels of openness and interest in astrology. The people that were more committed to holistic education as a career path were also generally more open and aware of an astrology beyond its popular version, and also more aligned with the idea of the interconnectedness of everything, including the sky and the planets. 
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Appendix:

(Questionnaire)

James Davison claimed that even though he does not believe in astrology he is ‘rather fond of it’ as it highlights a connection between the Earth and the Sky, and Laurel H. Campbell discusses the role of spirituality in Holistic Education as ‘an awareness of the interconnectedness of everyone and everything’.[footnoteRef:24] In this research project my aim is to explore the different views on astrology among the group of participants on a Holistic Education training course at the ASHA Centre. [24:  James Davison, ‘I told you so’, The London Review, No. 23, (2004), pp. 12-18; Laurel H. Campbell, ‘Holistic Education: A transformative approach to teaching Art’, Art Education, Vol. 64, No. 2, (2011), pp. 18.] 


The following questionnaire has been designed for the research project described above for the MA in ‘Cultural Astronomy and Astrology’ at the Trinity Saint David University of Wales. 


Section 1 – Personal Information

1)  Name:                                                                 Email address:

2) Gender: M / F / Other

3) Age:                                                                      Profession: 

4) Religion: 

5) Country of origin:

Section 2 – Astrology awareness

6) Do you know the time of your birth?      Yes / No

7) Do you know your star (Sun) sign?    Yes / No / Don’t know what a Sun sign is

8) Do you know your Moon sign?    Yes / No / Don’t know what a Moon sign is

9) How often do read your horoscope in magazines and newspapers? 

Everyday / Once a week / Once a month / Never

10) Do you value the advice given by the astrologer?   Yes / No / Sometimes

11) Has an astrologer ever compiled a personal horoscope for you?   Yes / No

12) Do you think that the description of Sun sign is accurate?   

Yes / Partly / No / Don’t know

13) Would you consult an astrologer before an important life decision?

 Y / N / Possibly / Don’t know

14) Have you ever read a teach yourself astrology book or taken an astrology course?  Yes / No

15) What is the best description of astrology in your opinion:

Fortune Telling / Superstition / Science / Art / Spiritual Tool / Other …………………….

16) How do you consider your belief in astrology?    

Strong Belief / Moderate Belief / No opinion / Moderate Disbelief / Strong Disbelief 

17) Can astrology provide accurate forecasts? 

Always / Sometimes / Never / Don’t know

Section 3 – Relationship to the Sky

18) Do you ever stargaze or ‘cloudwatch’?    Always / Sometimes / Never 

19) If yes, just in a few words, describe how does it make you feel? 


20) Do you usually follow/have an awareness of the lunar phases? 

Always / Sometimes / Never

21) If yes, do you notice any difference throughout the month, and what kind?


22) Do the stars influence life on earth?    Yes / No / Don’t know


Would you be interested in participating in the interview about the subject inquired in this questionnaire?    

Y / N


Do you allow the data collected in this questionnaire to be used in the research?    Y / N 

Thank you for your contribution. 
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